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Intelligence marks comedy

Alan Ayckiurn's “Taking
April 14, onthe Oakland L

Performpces of the Meadow Brook Theatre production of
Steps” continue through Sunday,

In which charcters get trapped.
oot ehacters get trapped

sentences animassacres
lawyer type. !

a fellow who

that she is, docd:
hard to Imaginithat the

cam,
For ticket iformation, call the box office

pus near R
at 377-3300.

For hyperinetic hilari ty, “Taking Steps” at Meadow Brook The-
atre is an roatious delight, The comedy farce by Alan Ayck-
bourn, the phwright many call the Neil Stmon of Great Britain,
plles on the Lighs without aurrendering it intelligence,
the humorous shenanigans of the

Perss In the play, directed by Carl Schurr, has a distin.
gulshing pel:j..rny. ‘The young attorney who arrives to complete
purchase of & mansion Is outrageously inarticulate, He tangles
meanlog — hardly the smooth-talking

William Ky; who plays the altorney, is a welcome newcomer to
the Meadow Fook stage. He projects a shy, klutsy virllity that ls
perfect for thipart of the man who succumbs to the charms of a
bardello ghostnd ends up in bed with two Uve women. Not bad for
't say a word without tripplng oo his tongue,

GEORGE (X'TO plays the hard-drinking business tycoon who
wants a blg hoie to match his blg success. He's as unperturbed by
the manslon's ltky roof and its decadent history ea a brothsl 2z ke
t5 by tales thah vengeful ghost haunts the place. He's jovial and
assured — untije learns that his wife is leaving him,

Jilllan Lindlgs the wife who'd rather be dancing, postures and
poses with everinch of her long imber legs. Lindig, fine actress
0 admirable job. The problem ls In cazting. It'a
i aristocratic and assured Lindig could
cver have been gllly chorus-line cutle, which is where her tycoon

Cathie

Breidenbach

busband brags he found ber, A dippy young dancer with dilnsions

of art would have been inherently more humorous, Where

Goldle Hawn?
Her brother, Mark,

Are you,

colisted to help her escaps from ber hus-

band, has problems of his own — a flancee who akipped out on him
on thelr wedding day and a propensity for putting peopls to aleep

with bis less-than-scintillating

conversation,

Part of the humor of

the dear, dull man, ptayed bymﬂ;;man Keys, 1a that he never bas a

clue why anything happens to
His llances shows up and

Jolna the parade of people running

about the mansion. The choreographed chacs ia designed to make
the audlence laugh, and it succeeds, So does Jane Houdyahell as the

confused {lancee who can't make up her mind about an;

ything ex-

cept that ahe doesn't want anybody muscllng in on her right to be

Indecialve.

Tite wunsivn's present owner, a middle-aged Yamaha jockey

played by Donald Ewer, arrives dressed
tiate the sale of his house. He and the

Uke Darth Vader to nego-

tycoon take an inspection

tour of the premises and join the parade of people scurrying up

and downstairs,
The jumbled specches,

garhbled farewell notes and gencra? Jack

of communlcation of these aix oddballs makes for uproarfously

funny entertalnment.

@

Jilllan Lindig ts Elizabeth xor Crabbe, the wife who once was a
chorlne, In the Michigan premlere of “Taking 8teps,” at Meadow

Brook Theatre.

St. Dunstan’s offers polished production, ‘Nuts’

Performances ofthe St. Dun-
stan's Guild of Crabrook produc-
tion of “Nuts” by Tot Topor contin-
ue at 8:30 p.m. Fridy-Saturday at
the playhouse at Cranbrook in
Bloomfield Hills, Fé ticket infor.
mation, call 644-0527 nytime.

By Barbara Michs!ia
spoclol writer

Anyone who doubtshat good com.
munity theater can hay the emotional
impact of topnotch proissional theater
should head stralght |:ur “Nuts,” the

current production by St. Dunstan's
Guild of Cranbrook.

This fascinating courtroom drama s
presented with consummate skill and
polish. Acting, dirccting and technical
achlevements all meah, and director
Beisy Todd does an especially flne job
of Integrating neweomers with the
group's many talented atage veterans,

“Nuts” takes place In the courtroom
attached to the psychlatric wing of
New York's Bellevue Hospltal, A sanlty
hearlng s belng conducted on Clandia
Draper (Bonnle Cook) because the
young woman's suburban, middle-class

review

parents would rather have her locked
up in a mental ward than stand trial as
a prostitute accused of killing one of
her cllents.

Claudia fIghts to uphold her sanity
and right to stand trial, screaming to
her parents and the court, *I won't be
nuts for you!” She and her young lnw-
yer (Martin Flynn) employ some unusu-
al tactics and eliclt some wrenchlng

AS CLAUDIA, Cook gives a riveling
performance, projecting barely sup-
pressed rage and frustration with eve-
ty nuance of movement and facial ex.
pression, Claudia's erratic courtroom
behavior would seem to confirm the di-
agnosis of paranota until she takes the
stand and neatly discredits the aysicm
trylng to railroad ber,

Flynn appears cool and competent as
defense councel Aaron Levinsky, un-
daunted by his client's antics and the
welght of the evidence agalnst her.

Weston Meyer Is wonderful as Ar-

who ralsed her after her own father
abandoned his family. Kirk vislbly di-
sintegrates on the witness stand 2a the
past [s brought to lght. Having taught
Claudla that everything has a price on
it, he is pathetically touchlng as he
whips out his checkbook to try and buy
back unpleasant truths,

Lee Rosender s ciiectlve as Rose,
Claudia's anguished mother, The hear-
taches of her own past lead ber Into a
deep reverle on the witness stand, Her
tears seem very real as it becomes

painfully apparent there will be no
“winner” In this case.

Notris Andersen 18 highly convincing
as Dr. Herbert Rosenthal, the examin.
Ing psychiatrist in the casc. Desplte ex-
tensive experiences with sanity bear-
ings, Roscntbal crumbles when his mo-
tives and values come under attack on
the witness stand, Anderson has an ex-
pressive face that apeaks volumes
throughout the play.

Gary Walker Is appropriately
nessltke as prosecutor Franklin
millan. As the routine casc staris to
careen out of control though, Walker
Iets his expressive face convey his frus.
trations.

busl.
Mac-

o]

thur Kirk, Claudia's devated stepfather
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For Rosorvations 537-1450
24366 Qrand Alver (3 ks, W. of Tolsgraph)
ikl ig kol e e e
i

STEAK ONNER FOR TWO
} TWo 16 0z.

Pearls
Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine
Luncheons » Dinners « Carry Out Orders

Szechuan and Mandarin

Open7 Days a Week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM« Friday 11 AM-11PM
Sat. 12-11 PM » Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S. Woodward Bifmingham

% 644-2913
8

Soup, egg rolf or frled wonton.
fried rice & tea.

BNEs

0808 P ¢

BANQUET ROOM
Avallsbie st No Exira Charge
VALET PARKING
Coupon Good thru May 1, 1985
Not Valid Oa Hotidays

TAINMENT
ENTERSRTLY
50's Muskc fo Dance
8 Aomlalsce 10

Live

ADULTS '11* .at the FHlaymarket.

orT's "
pETH SundajChampagne Brunch Ol,lr.
10:31iA.M. 10 2:00 P.M., EVG
Serenaded by th soft sounds of "The Continentals™
Chamagne Sceved After 12 Noon

CHIDREN 5-10 Years %6 Under 5 Years 3"
SENIQR CITIZENS Over 6397 .

it . Chef's Cassercl
[ gk e mh o ot ek
Wafilen, Presh Pastr Cheese & Ocher Delicucles. Rexcrvations
Soggewted. Tuxes snd Qrakies not Inctuded.

i Wed. Sar. 8:30-1:30 AM? cal served up by the
Cockuib'fnwfx:: ::i’:%iu Murphy ed S‘Bmir‘:'m Jimmy Dixon QII‘.II’(FI featur-
Complimentaty Irs d'Ocuvres Bobby Laurel Band | 7 | ing v ocatist Gwen Wells.
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Friday and Sawrday, from
0 PMGL 0 AM, wind down
of even danee 1o soft, classi-

Festival

MARCH 24 - MAY 5

Get a jump on Spring — where you can feast
on all sorts of exciting Asparagus appetizers
and entrees.

JUST LOOK AT ALL THE DISHES TO CHOOSE FROM:

APPETIZERS e Cream of Asparagus Soup
* Fresh Bultered Asparagus ® Tempura Asparagus
® Fresh Asparagus Hollandaise

LUNCH & DINNER ENTREES

&
)

BANQUET FACILITIES £10.500, Contace Jessics, Cateting Mansger at 2596260 oo

210 W. Atwater . - -
* Downlen Delrolt Bahind Cobo Hall . Cateh a ke night bite—
Tight foods and stucks, cable-

256801 + Valot Parking i x
side saluds, tempting desserts

frony the fruit and pastry can.
Clocktails and cappucina,
=S
Asyoud evpect,
nominimum, Jus
comforsuble cone
watklestul evening,

R

IN BIRMWGHAM IT’S..
GIORGIO'S

| FResH SEAFOOD Fresn Filel of Sole with
COCKTAILS i CHICKEN - VEAL - STEAKS Asparagus e Fresh Asparagus
FINE WINES COMPLETE MENU WITH Quiche & Asparagus and Shrimp
CONTINENTAL CUISIE  ExQUISITE PASTRY TABLE Bisqte & Salad Lunch » Chicken
- inmNEn o TT Salad Croissant with Asparagus Dinner
1 DTN?{ER i 0 North : INEP::E&L i s : . :‘.\_sga:aguiﬁlirf_r! :S\Tﬁkﬁ:‘_ :l:lmu sn75
VSPECIAL _____.v"}s”d;;,d 1 SP L scar = Salmon and ASParagus <
! 4P QIORAIO'S ¢ 1 “4TIORAIO'S |
+ B weos Groat {THURS, ! TROY HILTON ' »
: - - A Améllaan : 3 " . ! Nﬁ[.ﬁ Suzal]'n;l!\nn 14 l’;h::a\ . y
{Ins. Bldg. ‘rresh Lake H Ty, Michigan ) o
2% VAR e Meriwether's. -
125%r o R SgEg 583-9000 eriwethers. -
! YourEntire . ) Fian O t 25485 Telegraph Fload » Southtield » 358-4950 :
! fHours: M-W Dinnar Includes: Soup Du 1 ][
: . Food Check fiansem, :Jm;rvblnno; 'smaa. Powto 1
8 t , 43N 'ogatable
A 51 M e LB




