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Makinen recalls contributions as veteran board member -

By Joanne Maliszewsk!
stat! writer

In her 12 years on the Farmington
Schoo) Board Emma Makinen has wit-
nessed an evolution of sorts.

" 'The school board Makinen was etect-
ed (o in 1973 was muddled In contro-

_ versy and philosophica) differences be-
tween trustees.

The school board Makinen has decld-

-ed to retire from come June when her
term explres, Is by all appearances
smooth-running and cohesive.

* Makinen calls the change a “gradua)
evolution.”

“There was a great deal of contro-
versy at the tme,” Maklnen sald, “On

Wallace

By Josnne Mallszewsk| .
staff wrltor .Y

Floance is Dick Wallace's interest
and expertlse, It's something he flnds
hard to avold,

“T've attempted to be = g list,
But I can't avold the speclalization,”
sald Wallace, an clght-year Farming-
ton School Board, who recently an-
nounced he will not seck re-electlon
when hls second term explres In June.

Many school trustees come armed
with knowledge and interest in curricu.
lum, spectnl programs or experience in
a parent-teacher organlzation. Wallace
came to the Farmington School Board
armed with his flnanclal background,

And 1t has served him well.

Fellow trustees and dlstrict adminls-
trators willlngly reler to Wallace 22 a
financlal whiz who ks more than com-
Iortable with pages of computerized
budget figures. Even before his tenure
on the board, Wallace was Involved

the things that affected children, they
wera together. Everybody’s motlves
were good. It'a fust thot there was a
real philosophical split.”

A member and former president of
the Farmington Parent-Teacher Asso-
clation, Makinen was In the right place
at the right time to sce what was hap-
penlng on the school hoard and in the
dlstrict,

“We knew what the problems were
and also what good things were going
on In the district,”" Makinen said, about
contact she had with parents, adminis.
trators and teachers.

"“People were looking for somcone
who could hopefully’add some calm-
ness and reasen,” she sald.

NOW THAT ‘everyone works to-
gether,” Maklnen sald, “I can't think of
a better time to leave,

“The whole school district Is just tn
tremendous shape, The ataff Is great.
Everybody scems 1o be pulllng togeth-
er, That’s the kind of atmosphere that
is best for kids. And I think we bave
community support for our achool ays-
tem. people are pleased with
what's golng on."

Makinen gencrouwsly attributes the
changes in the schoo! board and dlstrict
over Lhe years of her tenure to one man
— Superintendent Lewis Schulman,

“The major contribution to the board
and its activities has been the hiring of
a superintendent who works well with

people,” zhe sald. “He Is the kind of
man who can look to the future. He can
see the big plcture.”

Credit is also due school board mem-

.

“All the board people are interested
in kids. They are perceptive, The board
itsel! has a good philosophy in conjunc-
tion with the auperintendent that peo-
ple are important; that everything
should be open and there's nothing that
should be held back.”

Parents who bave come to the school
board with problems, sbe sald, bave
been listencd to and the problems
worked out, Makinen sald, offering an
cxample of the board's attitudes,

When it comes to the attltudes and

kept tabs on numbers

with promoting passage of a millage
question.

“Because of my background, I waa
not conung In at zero,” sald Wallace,
who before his first clection was also
active In the North Farmington High
Schiool Music Boosters.

Throughout his years on the board,
Wallace has worked with the attitude
that the district should provide “the
best educational program that the
community is willing to pay for.”

WHEN ASKED how be feels about
certaln programs or the beard's dirce-
tion in establishing curriculum, Wal-
lace responds to the flnancial slde of
the plcture,

He will talk about the atate and fed-
eral flnanclal expansion of specinl edu-
caflon programs, the financtal support
for the academically talented program
and the fact that siate funding can be
used for only certaln programs.

What the true difficulty i, Wallace
sald, is “reading what the community
wanis and 1s willing to pay for.”

Although talking about apecific edu-
catlonal programs is something Wal-
lace Isn't prone to do, he will say that
he s happy about some educational
changes in the district,

First of ali, educators generally have
grown {o accept tests, such as the

A

Tests (MEAP), as dlagnostic tools
rather than competltive devices,
Besldes thelr use as dlagnostic tools,
Wallace said, tests provide dlstrict offi-
clals with n means of determining what
curriculum changes are needed, If any.
A 2econd positive change, accordlag
to Wallace, Is that educatlon “ls swing-
Ing toward acknowledging the benefit™
of providing a basle education for stu.
dents whether college bound or not.
During his elght years on the board,
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Wallace sald, the district has expanded
ita speclal educatlon program and im-
proved the ditlon of Its b

and other “physlcal facklities.”

“I'm not sure I have an Identiflable
contributlon, That's for someonc else to

.
Wallace i3 also equally reluctant to
discuss the characteristics or interests

ALTHOUGH KNDWN far hs finen- of trusices who perform well.on a
clal expertise, Khluﬁ says there s no  school board.
one ltem he will clalm as his p
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cteristics a person should bave to But ask Makinen about the pew pro.
moﬂ well 29 a school trustee, Makl-  grama or Ideas the board, with the ag.
nien bas a Iot of suggestions. -

“You have 1o be willlng (o lisien to
other people, You have 1o respoct what
they say. You bave to be able to weigh
issues and evaluate.”

AS A school trustee, Makinen sald, &
o must remember they are work-

g for the children attending the dis-
trict’s schools,

“A school board Is not a place (o ex-
press your personal needs. It's = give
and teke kind of place. Take the Idea
that you are working for the kids and
don’t let other things get in your way."

When looking back over ber 12 years
on the board, Makinen sald she doesn’t
see her role a3 one of [ndividually mak-
ing changes. Instead, changes, new pro-
grams and attitudes are the work of the
whole board, led by & “scnsitive super-
Intendent who Listens to what the whole

says” g
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b Enjoy a Greal Weckend Getaway!

$35
* FRIDAY *

The Easter Hunny greels guests 4-6pm
Seafood Butlet in Maxwell’s 5:30-10pm
Adults $12.95, kids under 10 $6.95
FREE Movics in the Holidome

* SATURDAY *
9am Easler Egg Huat in the Holidome
Camplimentary coffec for parents
10am Breakfast with the Easter Bunny $3.99
Continenta! Danish, Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Juice,
Photos of the kids with the Easter Bunny just $2.00.

* SUNDAY *

Tountiful Easter Brunch Buffct 10am-5:30pm
$9.95 adults, $7.95 seniors, $4.95 612 years, FREE under
§ years. Spectacular Bulfe) with Easter Ham, Carved
Round of Beef, Stuffed Fruil Crepes, Salads, and Desserts,
w Complimentary Champagne after 12:00 noon
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What can we find for you?

096 9 0.9 p.m. Werkduys » -5 Sat.» 101 Sen. « 435.1333.
Cooralt your pellow pages for tbe offlee nearest yoo
MaalerCard od Visa accepied at most area locatioas,
29923 Plymoulh - Livoala
11020 Flve Mile - Livoals

2034 Joy Rd. - Redford 5804 Sheldoz Rd. - Canton
26075 Six Mile - Redford 23340 Farmisgion RA. - Farmlagion.
19500 W. Seven Mile - Detroit 7505.Main - Plymoaih

22238 Grand Rlvee - Detrnlt  Weslland Mall

31000 Ford Rd. - Garden Ofty  Livools Mai)

Also o most major SEARS durlog regular store bours

1163 5. Waype R4, - Westland
6036 N. Wayne R4, - Westland
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Providence.
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Crrves of Fromdence Hoptial
= Comer of Ter Mo Road & Haggenty « Nowt M1
49050 + 4710300 + 24 How Emeremcy Service

‘ 32230 W. EJQHT MILE + FARMINGTON HILLS
+ Botwoen Orchard Li. M. & Farmiagion Rd.

«"“Wo usa Kodak paper for tha good look.™ )
HIGHY FILM DROP BOX AVAILABLE
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 830-&00, Sst. 9-5
Canvenient Parking .
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THE EASTER BUNNY

has Just arrived with hopes of meeting all his
Ittt friands. He'll be waiting for your visit at
Easterville Station in the Central Court along
with a train load of adorable baby animals.
Instant photos are avallable,
March 29 - April 8 .
Mon - Thur 10 - 8:30, Fri & Sat 10 -9, Sun 12 - §

Please attend on
Saturday, March 30
2 p.m., Mlss J Shop
Fantasy becomes reality
as we bring prom
nights alive at our
formal showing of
this season’s loveliest
gowns, See strapless
embossed satins,
tea length Iaces,
head-turning royal
blue..and so
much more, Your
options hove
never been better,

Jacobson’s.

Blrmingham

WESTLAND CENTER

35000 W. Warren Road, Westland

Wa welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The American Exprass® Card.

Wo aro now open unlil 8 on Monday, Tuosday, Wednesday and Saturday.
Thursday and Friday until 9,




