Lakes Basin eyes water battle

ROTECTING Great Lukes water Is llke
Tocking the barn door before the horse ls
stolen.

Two bllls In the Michigan House of
Representatives are almed at prohiblting diversion
of Great Lakes water untlj the state determlnes its
future water nceds.

“I don't think many Mlchigan leglslators want to
ever crack open that burn door,” said state Rep.
James Kosteva, D-Canton, a co-sponsor of onc of
-the billls, “Once diversions occur, everyone recog-
nlzes they will have detrlmental impacts,”

. SOME 4,5 MILLION Michlgan residents and one-
tenth of the Unlted States’ population rely on the

. Great Lakes for drinking water, Thls fresh water
sysicm also supports the nceds of industry, agricul-

! ture, commercial fishing, shipplng and recreatlon.

« With more than 3,200 miles of Great Lakes coast-

- Jine, Michigan ranks tourlsm as its third largest

+ industry,

© “Water Is a key Ingredient to )ife in this state,”
said Kosteva, a freshman lawmaker and former
township planning dircctor. “The diversion Issuc is
of interest to people all over Michigan,

“I'm pleased we are not reacting to crises. We

are taklng an active stance before a crials.”

THE CURRENT bills — HB 4025 and 4026 —
come op an lssuc that has troubled Lansing for a
long while,

Over (he last 20 years, several projects to divert
Great Lakes water to arld scctlons of the United
States and Canada have been proposed. No serious
actions have occurred,

‘The most recent diverslon threat Is based on sci-
entific fIndings that the large underground Ogallala
aqulfer bencath cight Great Plalns states is being
depleted at a rate of nearly 21 million acre-feet of
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water yearly. An aqulfer Is an underground layer of
porous, water-bearing rock Into which wells can be
sunk.

{fear pressures for
diverslon on the Great Lakes as America's popula-
tion shifts westward and the aquifer runs down,

TO COUNTER such pressures, the state has tak-
en several actlons since the first of thls year:

e On Feb. 11, Gov, James J, Blanchard, along
with representatives form seven other Great Lakes
states and two Canadian provineces, signed the
Great Lakes Charter. The charter opposes karmfut
water dlverslons within or outside the Great Lakes
Basln, It also creates a water resources manage-
ment committee to adminisir a reglonal database
on waler uses.

« The state Scnate unanimously prased its own
verslons of HB 4025 and 4026 on Feb, 14, The House
versions are current In the Marine Affairs and Port
Development Committee.

® On March 12, Gov. Blanchard issued an execu-
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* purposes,
Wcllmld Canal transfer nearly 9,700 cfs within the

new or | of Great Lakes waler.
he also created a Michigan Office on the Great
Lakes under the atate Department of Natural Re-
sources,

“DIVERSION" means the man-made transfer of
water Into or out of tho Great Lakes Basin or be-
tween the basins of two of the Great Lakes, Pres-
ently there are Iive major diversions in the system,

The Long Lac and Ogoki diversions transfer wa-
ter at a rate of 4,600 ofs (cuble feet per second) into
Lake Superlor for power generation. The Lake
Michigan diversion at Chicago transfers about
3,200 cfs of water out of the basin for munlclpal

The New York State Barge Canal and

basin for shipplng purposes.
The combined effect of existing diversions fs a
net addition of water to the Great Lakes system,

MICHIGAN’S CONCERN is that any new outalde
baaln dlversions would reduce water levels on some
af the lakes. The result would b2 huge economic
losses.
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This two-year Bonus Rate
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bonus interest rate for the
first month.
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Inferest compounded
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Breast of Chicken
Sandwich and
A Bowl of Gourmet SOup

(with saltines)
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monn Breukfclsi —
Served Dally 8 am. To 11 a.m.
2 fresh eqgs cooked any style,
3 sausage links or 4 strips of
bacon, hash brown potatoes,
served with toast and jelly. R
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