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Easter
crafts
keep tots

hopping

By Julle Brown
staff writer

An Easter parade just wouldn’t be
the same without a new Easter bonnet
1o wear.

‘The children at the First Step Day
Care Center won't have to worry about
that, however. Tucsday, the youngsters
made brand-new Easter bonnets,
gluing ribbons, lace and feathers to
cone-shaped hats formed out of paper
plates,

Some of the children kad a bit of
trouble deciding just how much glue to
use on their creatlons. They ended up
with glue on the wrong side of the hats
— and, in some cascs, on thelr hands
as well.

“Why don't you wall to put the glue

on until you pick out what you want?” | aila Sherwin, director of the First Step Day Care Center, helps Sabina Kuehn with her Ea
Area YMCA, have been keeping busy with a varlety of Easter activitios.

teacher Cindy Myers suggested to the
children, They teok her advice and end-
ed up with an Impressive array of de-
signer orjginals.

The hat-making was just part of the
Easter actlvities at the day-carc cen-
ter, which is at the Farminglon Arca
YMCA in Farmington Hills,

OTHER ACTIVITIES Include mak-
ing Easter baskets out of empty mllk
carions,

“We'll {1} those with grass, and we'll
have an Easter basket hunt,” said Laila
Sherwin, the director of the center,
which is for chlldren ages 2% to S.

Dyelng and decorating of Easter

eggs are also on the agenda, as [s an
Easter parade on Friday. The young-
sters will also take a large Easter bas-
ket over to the YMCA office staff on
Friday.
“We don't build up any more than
necessary on holidays,” Sherwin sald.
“With day care, you want to keep it a
little more low-key.

“Thursday and Friday, we'll be
bullding up to Easter. One day Is really
enough.”

‘The youngsters have also been busy
with springtime activities, such as
growlng smali plants,

“We've beer talking a lot about
spring,” Sherwin sald.
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Passover begins Friday

By 8hirleo Roso Idon
staff weiter

A visiting rabbi once commented that Passover's
flavor and texture have become too bland.

“For a week, we should cat the bread of Aus-
chwltz as well as the bread of Passover. To be real-
Iy Yiving, we must know the pain of suffering,” he
sald.
A serles of plagucs and miracles took place in
Egypt before the Phareah declded to allow the
Jewlsh people to be free of his bondage. But
through history, the need to seck and sccure free-
dom has been an uncnding, pain-filled battle.

Jewlsh people everywhere arc preparing to ob-
serve this apringtime holiday which Is mankind's
oldest continuous celebration of freedom.

On the evenlng Friday, April 5, the first seder
night of Passover, American Jewlish famllles will
recal) that Sovict Jewlsh prisoners of consclence
are struggling for their right to live in the Jewish
homeland In Iscael; to practice the faith of thelr
fathers.

They will think of the plight of Russian Jews ar-
rested, beaten, exiled and imprisoncd, painfully
separated In many cases from thelr closest faml-
lles.

“MATZOH OF HOPE" to be read as part of the
service is a message of people people in the age old
ery: “Let My People Go.” Two nights of seder begin
the eight day festival. Familics will gather for the
feast and retell the story of the leave-taking from
Egypt.

Seder means order, and the ritual utilizes
prayers, songs, story and ceremonlal foods in order
of the service, The Haggadah is the narratlve story
of the exodus, contalned in lustrated books fre-
quently passed down through generations.

The seder leader, usually head of the househald,
directs the reading and all particlpate, down to the
youngest who reads the four questlons. The answers
to these traditlonal questlons tell the stery of Pas-
S0Ver.

No leavened bread is eaten during the festival
and other foods containing leavening agents or
yeast are forbldden as well. Durlng the elght days,
scparate dishes, silverwarc, and cooking utensils
are used.

A COLORFULLY decorated platter is used for
the seder plate with a roasted lamb bone; horse
radish (maror} or bltter herbs; chopped apples,
nuts, and wine the
mortar made to hold together the bricks the Jews
produced In slavery; 8 green vegetable to symbal-
Ize rencwal (karpas); and a roasted egg as a token
of grief for the destroyed Temple.

A cup of wine is poured for the Prophet Elijah,
who will {oretell the coming of the Messiah, and at
2 certain polnt tn the scevice, the door is opened
and Elijah is invited to enter.

For children, an exclting tradition is thelr scarch
for matzoh, hldden by the seder leader, to be
redeemed for a reward.

Other traditional Passover rituals are drinking
four cups of win¢ and spilling drops of blood (wine
or grape julec) to symbollze the 10 plagues God
sent to Pharoah.

Passover reminds Jews that thelr forefathers’
delivery from slavery means thelr own freedom
wag won, that thcy must be aware of the evil of
appresslon and righteously strive for justice for all.

Jews tasting the Matzoh and a bit of bitter herb
will think of ancient Egypt, of Syria, of Jews behind
the Iron Curtaln, and perhaps of the latest to win
(reedom, the Ethioplan Jews, now in Israel,

At Passover time, nursery school toach-
ors like Mitiam Moyers of Both Hayaoled at
Congregation Shaarey show the children

how to propare Seder ltoma like the
Charoset, made from applos, nuts, cine
namon, sac "o (grape Julce).

Lauren Ellis on aplct perfect Easter bon-
net, abave. Justin Miller and toacher Cindy Myers add docorativo :
tiniching touches to his hat, at teft. H
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