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Members of the Farmington Com-
munity Library Board of Trustees met
In a closed session Wednesday with be-
leaguered Library Director Gordon
Lewls. The Mbrary trustees refused,
however, to make public anything dls-
cussed during the 50-minute meeting.

The refusal to reveal any informa-
tlon was based on advice of legal eoun-
sel, said board member Ernle Sauter.

A representative of Plante & Moran,
a Southficld accounting firm, attended
the meeting. Officials have Indicated
that an audit of the library system’s fl-
nancial records will most likely be
denc {n the near future, .

The llbrary trustees began by volin
to close the mecting to the public.
Michigan's Open Meclings Act allows
closed sesslons “to consider the dis-

Decline comment
on controversies

WIBBY was asked if Library Board
members questlon Lewis about library
operations during the monthly board
meetings.

"You're probing Into things I really

don't want to comment on, 50 I'm just §

going to eut the conversation short.
Thank you." He, too, then hung up the
phone.

Seven professional llbrary staffers
— Chrlstine Abbate, Linda Madden,
Mary Pinkerten, Silvia Makowski, Bar-
bara Cormell, Jti} Locke and Denise Al-
brecht — have resigned since last
November.

Locke had worked as branch head
for the Farmington Hills branch and as
chifdren's coordinator for both the
Farmington and Farmington Hills 1l-
brary branches. Protests over her Feb-
ruary resignatlon — which followed
13 years with the lNbrary — brought
the sltuatlon into the public eye.

missal, P! or ing of,
or to hear complalnts or charges
brought against, & publlc officer, em-
ployee, stall member, or 1

Locke's jon followed a deci-
sion to move her to a new positlon, that
of Community Services Coordinator.

The C Ity Services dl!

agent, when the named person requests
the closed hearlng.”

Lewis Jeft the meeting shortly before
It was adjourned.

QUESTIONS continued to surface
this weck regarding the admlnlstratlon
of Lewis, who has served as director of
the Farmington library system since
1974,

Lewis, contacted Tuesday morning
by the Farmington Obscrver, declined
to discuss the operations of the llbrary
system. He had canceled a Monday af-
ternoon appaintment with an Observer
reporier,

[ won't be able to meet with you un-
i Jater In the week,” the lbrary divec-
tor safd when calied Tuesday morning.
“I'Il call you later in the week, Thank
you very much” .

“P'm really afrald there's not very
much I can add to your story,” Jlm
Wibby, a member of the Llbrary
Board, sald Tuesday. “I'm just not in a
position to comment.”

tor "serves in an advisory capacity and

is not divectly responslbie for staff su-

pervision,” according to the job de-
seription. In her previous position,
Locke had supervised library employ-

ces,

The Obseever has beew unable to
reach Locke for comment. Lewls has
declined to discuss her resignation, re-
ferring to 1t as an “internal personnel
matter.”

HE HAS ATTRIBUTED the other re- .

slgnations te “normal, rautine” rea-
sons.

Questions about the llbrary’s ac-
countlng practices have also been
raised in recent weeks,

A document on “Expenditure of the
Library Materlals Budget,” dated June
7, 1888, contains the followlng informa-
tion:

“The Library recelives a dlscount on *
many materiais that ave purchased. In

RANDY BORST/atat! photographee

. still get Christmas cards from these

: qult,” Mitchell sald. “It appears to me:

¢ very petceptive about what’s been

¢ Board {s unwilling to Investigate, then

concern

By Jullo Brown
stalf wrlter

Mary Mitchell ts one of those con-
cerned about the sltuation at the Farm-
ington Community Library.

I have sort of a grandmotheriy feel-|
Ing toward those places,” sald Mitchell,|
who served as Farmington Cammunity|
Library dircetor from 1971 to 1974
Current Director Gordon Lewis took|
over in 1974,

The former library divector is re-
tired and living in Deland, Fia. She re-|
cently learned about the mass reslgna-| -
tlons at the llbrarles, and sent a regis-
tered letter to the Farmington Observ-
er on the subfect.

“P've put my thoughts in that letter,”
sald Mitchell, reached Monday at her
Florida home.

“I've never experienced anything
called ‘wholesate resigoations,’ and|
that's what really appalied me.” Some
of those who have left were hired by
Mitehell.

“Especially Miss (JH1) Locke, I hired
her, Mrs. (Denise) Albrecht I hired. 1

ple.”
“I Just don’t understand in a well-run
system how lots of people are going to

that the present Library Board can't be

going on. It just doesn't all {It together.

“One of the reasons I wrote s I real-
ly think the board is probably being
negligent,” she sald. “If the Library

“surely the governing bodles (the eity
councils) ought to.”

Gordon Lewis, the Far (Ibrary’s di

, has been the focus of public criticiam since
1sunching his reorganization plan.
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Trouble

By Joanno Maliszowskl
staft wrlter

Parents who are planning & “house
party” for their graduating high schoot
senlor are beglng reminded by pollec
that legal trouble could be in store If
liquar is zarved to anyone under 21
years ot age.

“Parents who throw partles and al-
low kids under the legal drinking age to
drink can In fact be charged,” said Sgt.
Richard Murphy of the Farmington
Hills Pollce Department’s juvenile di-
vision, “We've bad it happen.”

‘The fact that the party for the gradu-
ating senior is on private property with
adult supetvision does nat change the
.fact that liquor cannot be served to mi-
nors, Murphy sald.

Penalty for the conviction on a
charge of serving or buylng liquor for

* minors is up to one year in prison and/
or a $1,000 fine. .
WHILE MICHIGAN law 13 clear on

in store for parents serving liquor

prohibiting the serving and sclllng of
liquor to minors, It's foggy on legal re-
sponsibility for the actions of a person
who has become Intoxicated while at o
private party,

Many people are under the Ilmpres-
slon that “Dram Shop Act” — holding
bar owners legally responsible for the
actions of their intoxicated patrons —
applies to the hosts of private social
gatherings,

But the lssue 1s on appeal to the
Michigan Supreme Court, sald Larry
Brya, assistant attorney general for the
Michlgan Liquor Control Commission.

‘What people arc working under now
is a 1983 Michigan Court of Appeals
ruling (Longatreth vs. Fltzglbbon)
which Indlcated that & soclal host can
be sued for damages when an intoxicat-
ed guest under 21 years of age Is In-
volved In an auto accldent, Brya sald,

“This includes a soclal host,” he sald,
adding in this court case (he party was’
a weddlng reception. “But this matter

Is presently on appeal to the Michigan
Supreme Court, So the deciston (of the
appeals court) can't be taken into ef-
feet”

THE BOTTOM LINE, Brya sald, is
that untl) the Michigan Supreme Court
decides whether it will hear the Loog-

By Joanne Mallszewskl
staff writer
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School district votces will have 14
candldates to choose from when they
go to the polls Monday, June 10, to fill
two seals on the Farmlington School

Board.

“This {the number of candidates) i3
the most by far we have ever had," sald
trative as-
a first tima wa

Scott Bacon, district adminis!
sistant, “But this js th

streth-Fitzglbbon case, there's no safe
answer whether a host can serve liquor
without worrying about the belog sued,

Whilo thls side of the drinking issue
remalns unresolved though, the law
atill puts the responsibility and crimi-
nal consequences of scrving liquor to

Record number file

have had two positions open without in-
cumbents runnlng.”

The 14 candldates will vie for two
seats held by veteran school board
members Emma Makinen and Richard
Wallace, The two board hers are

minors on the adult, he said.

“The other case (Michigan Court of
Appeals) is a civll cause,” Brya added.

Serving llquor to minors may be ille-
gal, but that doesn't mean graduation
partics can't be fun,

The national SADD organlzation,

formed several years ago by Bob Anas-
tas, provides a party guide for parents
wanting to throw their teen-agers a
party minus alcohol.
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for school seats

number of candidates seeking electlon
to only two scats, Bacon sald.

The two candldates with the highest
nur;\ber of votes will be the winners, he
sal

not seeking re-clection when thelr four-
year terms expire In June.

A PRIMARY clection will not be
held to narrow the fleld prior to the an-
nual schoal election In June despite the

All the returned thelr pet-
{tions by the Aprll § deadline. They have
until 4 p.m. today to withdraw from the
race, Bacon sald.

The candidates are Donald C. Allen,
Joan Brown, J. Thomas Buck, Jack
Cotton, Helen Ditzhazy, Roxanne
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oral quarrel

what’s inside

The Delroit Tigers began yet anoth-
er baschall season this week.

As anyone who lves in the Detroit
area must know by now, the Tigers
won the World Seriea Jast year, Spar-
ky Anderson’s team will once agaln

What’s your guess
about Tiger’s year?

win the World Series this year? What
sdvice would you give to Sparky An-
derson, to belp hls team onco again be
the world champlons?

To answer thia guestion, call the
Observer at 477-5498. You'll have un-
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" Kenbrook Parent-Teacher

Fitzpatrick, Patricla Glrbach, Maxine
Harwin, ‘Michael King, Rick Knauer,
Marty Krohner, Jean Moran, Sara Lee
Wollard and Albert Zolton.

Allen is tho {inanclal manager for
the Royal Oak School District. He has
llved in the Farmington district for the
last six years and is a member of the

AN ACTIVE mewmber of the Farm-
ington-Area Jaycees, Buck also teaches
at Walsh College.

Cotton Ls the Farmington School Dis-
trict’s former athletic director who re-
tired in 1983 after 27 years on the job,

“We have had a very stable board,"
Cotton sald. “I would tke to ba a part

* of malntalning the stability. I want to

malntain the quality of education (in
the Farmington district).”

Dltzhdzry made an unsuccessful bid
for a scat on the school board In 1961,
Ha was unavallable for comment.

Fitzpatrick Is makiog her second bid
for election to the school board, She
made an unsuccessful bid for a seat
last year.

Aformer president of the district-
wide Parent-Tcacher Aszoclatlon
Council, F ] the

“f am willing to do my part as a
member of tho community,” Allen sald,
2dding ke belleves his financial ba
ground could ba of help to the school

board,

Buck, an employee and organization
development consultant at General Mo-
tor's Bus and Truck plant, la making
his second bld for election to the school
board, He made an unsuccessfol bid for
election last year.

A resident of the school district for

try to win tho Series this year. . til 1 pan. Friday to respond. To sec six_years, Buck says he believes hls

Today’s Oral Quarrel questionis: . how {uu{ l;:lﬁbodr: fMLa’hgul thls is. f:o g’h‘:ﬂmf.dmmm gc&: :{“(Momwlg
sue, Ioo onday's edition of the 0

Do you think the Detrolt Tigers will  Farmington Observer. . provide studenta with skills needed tn 2

g work world.

scholarahip fund chairperson. As a
member of district task forces, ahe has
studied the closing of Alameda and
Middlcbelt schools, as well as the salo
of other school properties, - -

“T see a real definito need for some -
onc who has a variety of interesta,” '
Filzpatrick sald. She |3 also lnvolved =
with tha Farmington Familles in Ac-
tion and the South Farmington Base-

ball League.” .
King is an attorney who also holds a
degroe In education. He has lived in the
school dlatrict for alx years and s run-
nieg for election because of his strong
interest In education, S E
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