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Firefighters kept busy in 1984

'8y Julle Brown
stall writer

The Farmington Hills Fire Depart-
.ment responded to 2,554 incidents in
1984 — an Increase of 9.94 percent
from 1983,

Of that number, 1,420 were medical
calls, 470 were fires and 664 were
other responses.

“It's an indlcatlon that we're grow-
ing, the clty Is booming agatn,” Fire
Chief Richard Marinucei satd of the in-
crease.

“As the city continues to grow, we're
golng ta grow with It. Our activity has
10 keep up with it."!

An cstlmated $1,326,455 worth of
. damage was attributed to firc In Farm-
ington Hills during the year,

“Some ycars il's morc and some
years less,” the flre chief said. The fig-
utre is “a little below average, for thls
community.”

The Information is Included in the
annual actlvity report for the fire de-

partment, which wlll be presented to
the Hllls Clty Council at tonight's mect-
Ing.
The annual report covers the arcas
of staff tralning, flre-fighting cquip-
ment, emergency medical services and
{ire prevention.

"Fhe tdea of firc prevention Is very
similar to preventlve mediclne,” Mar-
Inucel said.

JUST as physiclans cncourage pa-
tlents to follow good health practices to
reduce the likellhood of disease, fire-
fighters encourage restdents to make
thelr homes more “flreproof* by fol-
Yowing basic safety advlce.

“The more we prevent, the more we

e’

It's difficult to mrasure the effec-
tiveness of [lre preventlon cfforts,
Marinucei said, but the efforts appear
to have been suceessful.

“We are not sufferlng the serious in-
cldents. 1 think that's a reflection on
our flre prevention activitles.”

Classes planned
for future parents

The Qakland County Health Divislon
will offer a series of six Expectant
Parent Classes beginning on Wednes-
day, May 1 in the Southficld office of
the Heaith Division, 27725 Greenfleld
Road, Southtleld.

To register, call 858-1280 or 424-
7101,

Classes will be 7:30-9:30 p.m. and
wlll be taught by publlc health nurses.
There Is no charge for attending the se-
ries of classes, but register [n advanee
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The Health Division advises that you
cnro}l as carly in your pregnancy as
possible.

The department’s firc preventlon el-
forts Include o 1di

sald. “Those are the largest categories
we have.”

2,597 inspections were donc In 1984,

“We try to get Into cvery public
bullding,” Marinucei said. “it takes us
about 18 months to get through all of
our occupancles.”

Inspections are done both to catch
potential problems — such as stacks of
accumulated papers near a heater ~
and to make sure exit paths are clear
and usable,

“If there Is a fire, we try to make
sure it Is small and under control,”
That Includes such things as checklng
sprinkler systems and flre doors.

“We ulso try to do some arson
awareness.”

The department also investigates the
causes of fIres presumed to be acelden-
tal

“Even i you don't determine a flre
to be arson, an investigation I8 valu-
able,” the fire chief sald. Knowlng the
causes of accldental fires can ald fire-
fighters In knowlng what publle safety
measures to cmphasize.

FIRE PREVENTION also includes
taking programs knto the schools. Sev-
eral fire safety programs — “Crawling
Low In Smoke,” “Fire Flghter as a
Friend,” “Dangers of Electricity” and
“Stop, Drop and Rell” — are taken Into
the schools.

‘The programs are intended to “try to
get the children to establish good habits
while they're young,” Marinueei sald.

"It has a dual functlon, too.”" Chil-
dren can take what they have learned
hom¢ to other members of the family.

“We can do that with the fire-preven-
tlon actlvities, tell people to be care-
{ul.” The departmont also sends speak-

Appr 60 percent of the
calls the department responds to are
medical oncs.

“We provide a basic life support ser-
vice to (he communlty,” he said. The
department works with Community
Emergency Medleal Services, which
provides advanced life support ser-

vices,

“Because we are more strategically
located than they are, we can get there
first most of the time.”

Tralning in emergency medleal ser-
vices ks cmphasized for flrefighters.

During 1984, clght department mem-
bers completed the required training
for state E.M.T. Basic Llcensure. An
additlonal nine rencwed thelr licenses
by completing a department-spenscred
refresher course.

“WE KEEP (ralning our people,”
Marinuccl said. “We're not just sending
anybody out there.”

Of the department’s 80 members, 32
are Basle Emergency Medical Techni-
ctans, slx are paramedics and the re-
mainder are Advanced First Ald certi-
fied. The flre department also has 18
CPR {(cardiopulmonary resuscltation)
Instructors and five Advanced First
Aild instructors.

Durlng 1984, the department taught
approximately 150 students in CPR
classes offered for the public.

"We've been Involved in that for a
few years with the Parks and Recre-
ation Department, and then some on
our own,” Marlnueel sald. “Sometimes
we get so busy, we can’t handle all the
requests.”

jority are for car accidents or heart at-
tacks.

“Car accidents and heart attacks are
probably our two biggest,” Marinucci

the year as a good one for the depart-
ment.
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EXERCISE NOW

\

Gel out the exercise message
with style...[rom J.P. Stevens.
3 Woven jacquard strlpes on
\ hand towel, body sheet, with
printed message...rediblue
“Sweat", yellowigrey
“Go For It" and pinkigreen
“Warm Up"...coordinating
exerclse mat, too.
24x60" Polyester exercise
mat, $36; 34x66" Body shest, $16;
12x44” Hand towal, $5.
P, Polyester/icolton.
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LITTLE CAESARS SPECIAL S9.75 == -

A medium special Pizza! Pizzal.with pepperoni,
ham, mushrooms, green pepper and onions.
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