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By Jullo Brown
staff wrlter

Questions continued to surface this
week concerning the future of Gordon
Lewls, director of the Farminglon
Community Library, and the Library
Board's refusal to make its decislons
publie.

A memo distributed Thursday to 1l-
brary staff vefers to Lewls a3 belng on
“vacation.”

‘The Farmington Community Library
Board of Trustees mct In a closed ses-
sion Wednesday with Lewis. Library
trustees refused, however, to make
public any actlens taken during the pri-
vate meeting.

“Durlng Mr. Lewis' vacatlon, Mrs.
Beverly Papal, assistant divector, will
be directing the activities of both 1l
brarles,” the Thursday meme reads.
"“Any questions on matters regarding Il
brary affairs should be dirccted to Mrs.
Papai.” .

‘The memo is signed by Ernle Sauter,
president of the Library Board. Other
Library Board members are Lois
Carey, Jim Wibby and Jonathan Grant.

“I have no comment on that Jast eve-
ning,” sald Jim Ebel, attorney for the
Library Board of Trustees, when asked
about the Wednesday meeting.

Ebel also declined to comment on
the reasons why Lewis had another at-
torney, Ashley Lipson, present at the
(Wednesday meeting, which was held at
the Farmington Hills Hbrary branch,

“I couldn’t answer that. I have no
coroment to make on it

Ebel was asked If he is familiar with

the Michigan Open Mectlngs Act.
“Yes, I'm aware of that act,” hie sald,
“If you arc aware of the act, you weuld
We are

conslder the lon, or
disciplining of, or o hear complaints or
charges brought agalnst, a publle offl-
member,

not be asking those e
acting completely withln the act."

OTHER LEGAL EXPERTS Inter-
pret the law differently, however.

A spokeswoman for the state's attor-
neys general offlce says that in general
results of public meetings have to be
announced,

“What's Instructlve here Is the min-
utes of that meeting are not available
to the public,” sald Susan Iannaiti, a
Michigan assistant attorncy general,

‘The specifics of any dlscussion held
during the closed sesslon are not avall-
able to the public. All formal actions,
however, must be taken In the open.

“If actica is going to follow, all ac-
tion must be taken In a public meeting.
1f they make a declslon, that must be in
an open meeting.”

The asslstant attorney general sald
the law 1s elear,

“Section 8 (which covers the allow-
able reasons for closed sessions) only
protects the process of consideration
and not the process of action.”

A suspension would be considered an
action, Iannott] said

But 1t is dlfficult
cases, she said. )

“We are not In a poslition to say
whether a particular body violated the
law or not. We may not have all the
facts. But I can give you the general
princlples that apply.”

A public body may, under the Micht-
gan law, go into a closed secssion “to

to assess Individual

ag:
cer, employce, staff -, or indl-
vidual agent, when be named person
requests a closed hearing.”

A spokeswoman for a nationally rec-
ognized press organlzation concurred
with Innnotti's opinlon.

“The statute does specifically say
that decisions shall be made at an open
meeting,” sald Elaine English, dlrector

of the of I Service
Center, a special project of the Report-

' Committee for Freedom of the
Press In Washington, D.C.

“There Is no such qualifylpg lan-
gunge,” English said of the Mlichigan
law, “There is {or the deliberations, but
not for the declsion.”

The Reporters’ Committec Is a vol-
untary, non-profit association of re-
porters and editors from throughout
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tho country. It scrves as a clearing-
house and legal defense center.

THE GENERAL PURPOSE of the
atate’s Open Meetings Act 1s to provide
access to the workings of government.

“Qhviously, (it’s) to provide access to
bodies maintained by public funds, and
to be a conduit to the publie,” sald For-
rest Inks, asslstant to the executive dl-
rector for the Michigan Press Assocla-
tion. "Quite often, peoplo llike to keef

Papai in charge

By Julle Brown
statt wrlter

Answers to the questlon “Whe's in
charge here?” have been bard to come
by In recent days at the Farmington
Community Library.

Library Director Gordon Lewls met
1n a closed sesslon with the Farmington
Community Library Board of Trustees
Wednesday. The lbrary trustecs
refused to reveal what declsions, If
any, were made during.the 50-minute
meeting. (See related story.)

“I am the assistant dlrector, and I
am operating in that capacity,” lbrari-
an Beverly Papal sald Thursday, when
asked who is running the libraries. “At
any time Mr, Lewls is not in the build-
ing, I am In that capacity.

“Any questions are to be referred to
Mr, (Jim) Ebe),” she aaid.

the public in the dark, but that's not
falr,”

The law provides for “access by the
public, as an accounting of thelr mon-

ey,

“Slnce It Is not convenient for all the|
public to do that, the press becomes the
means by which they are Informed,”
Inks sald,

Ploasa turn to Page 7

Ebel, attorney for the Library Board
of Trustees, bas refuscd to discuss any
actions taken during the
meeting.

A memo distributed to library staff
Thursday states the following:

“During Mr. Lewis' vacation, Mrs.
Beverly Papal, assistant director, will
be dlrecting the activitles of both U-
brarfes. Any questions on matters re-
garding lbrary affalrs should be di-|
rected to Mra. Papal.”

The memo Is signed by Ernle Sauter,
president of the Library Board. Other
membere of the board are Lois Carey,
Jim Wibby and Jenathan Grant.

A representative of the Plante &|
Moran accounting flrm attended thej
Wednesday meeting of the Library|
Bo:lri ?llldﬂl’ have indicated that an|
audlt of the library system’s financlal
records will be done.

Roeper

keeps the flame

By Dave Varga
ataff writer

Pamela Dart had some big shoes to
fill when she took over the reins of
Roeper City and Country School in

chief

“They thought of the school as a
child of theirs,” Dart aald. “Schools de-
velop like people. They have a life of
their own, You can’t make children or
schoals Into something they are not.”

Part of Dart’s role as head of the

1d Hills and

Five years ago, Dart was named
head of the lower school and about a
year later she became head of the en-
tire preschool through 12th-grade edu-
cational institution for the glited and
talented that was started by George
ond Annemarie Roeper [n 1941,

- Was it difflcult to follow the foun-
ders In running thele school?

“1 was told it might be difflcult,
that's the prevailing wisdom,” Dart
said, “To me, though, it was not diffi-
cult, It Is a unlque position when you
can lead a school where you know the
founders.

“You can talk to the history. That
was a glit, actually knowlag them."

THE ROEPERS, who now livc In
Oukland, Calif., shaped the destiny of
thelr tiny school for decades.

pus, 630-student school is to
guide the school as It grows, both physt.
cally (enrollment has increased steadi-
ly]ln the past four years) and emotion-
ally,

“Somewhere In the pext 5-10 years
we arc golng to move Into the mature
stage. The long-range plan Tﬂk out
the dream, including, all ds of
things.”

Immedlate plans include a proposal
to move the lower achool from the
Woodward Avenue campus in Bloom-
field Hills, site of the familiar multico.
lored domes, into the vacant Fox Hills
Elementary bullding in Bloomfield
Townshlp. Roeper is negotiating with
the Bloomfield Hilla Schools District
Board of Education to lease Fox Hills,

Ploaseturn to Page 7

Soccer

By Joanno Mallszewskl
staff writor

After seven years at the same site on
the corner of 12 Mile and Drake Roads

inF Hills, the F
Soccer Club Is searching for a new
home.

The club’s search has been prompted
by the Farmington Board of Educa-
tion's decision to sell the 38.46 acres
the club has been using as a base of
operations since 1978,

“The board authorlzed the adminis.
tration to sell It,” sald Superintendent
Lewls Schulman. “We have a sign
there. But we haven't opened (ad-
vertised for) bids yet. We are just flo-
ishing our p "

'BTEPHEN CANTRELL/statt photoprapher
Some days Just don't have
enough hours to schedule all
the aeppointments and work
Pamela Dart faces as head of
Roeper City and Country
School .

Pameln Dn;t leads Roeper City

GTEPHEN /81t

School and soccer club officlals ex-
pect enough lag time before a sale Is
completed so the club’s approximately
600-700 participating youn, can
continue to use the soccer flelds for
both the spring and fall seasons.

But clubofficlals are not waiting for
the sale to take place. -

“We have taken the attitude that we
can't walt," sald John ey, soccer
club presldent. “We are looking for al-
ternate sites.”

TOPPING THE LIST of potential
now homes for the club s Farmington
Hills' Splcer property on Farmingion
Road betwoen 10 and 11 Mile, Balley
said, City officials are working with
citiren committees to determine how
the 212-acre parcel be used.,

1t 10 acres of the Splcer property
was used for *youth activitles,” for ex-
ample, there would be'enough room for
four soccer and softball fields and two
baseball fields, Bailey said.

Farmington Hills “has very few fa-
cllities, If any, for youth activities,”
Balley sald. “With the Spicer property
coming along we are wondering it the

‘“The majority of the groups who
have evaluated the property say they
want the property (o remaln passive.
Maybe Spleer (sa't the place for ball
flelds, But it 15" an opportunity and
wn:e:hlng we belleve we can't let go

On the other hand, Balley sald, city
officials have Indicated ¢o him that
there is at least one site that “we might
use and develop as a park for all
sports. We're saying that’s great, that's
fine, But we have to have that by
spring 1086, Bailey added,

And if both of those optlons fall
through, Balley sald, club officers most

club loses site,
eyes parcel at Spicer’s

“We cap’t blame them. That's such
prime property.”

The property hos grown In value be-
cause it Is along the clty’s growth com-
mercial corridor.

Schulman satd the board’s proposed
sale is a timely venture when propriy
along tho corridor Is growing in popu-
larity and value.

Besldes the financial benefit of sell.
ing the property (which as a school
holding is not taxable) the school dis-
trict no longer has o need for the acre-
age, Schulman added.

The achool district originally pur-
chased the property for a future high
school, Schulman said, But enrollment

likely will ask to usa school facllitles
until a more p slte can

‘ound,

“They bave said yes, there wilt be co-
operation,” Bailey sald.

Although the club has “a little mon-
ey, but not a lot,” to put in playing
flelds at yot another site, Balley said,
;Lu{ point Is why should we have to do

14 L

“Baseball and soccer have to spend
thelr own money for facilitics,” Bailey
sald, as opposed to community football
teams which can use the high schools’
gridiron.

DISAPPOINTED WITH the district’s
plans, club officers, however, wera not
suprised at the board's decision to sell,
Balley said.

“We knew very well that sooner or

P Indicate little need for a
fourth high schoo! in the district and an
equal lack of meed for an additlonal
middle school, he added,

If the school district finds a buyer for
the property, the soccer club would not
be relmbursed for tha approximately
$30,000 worth of improvements — four
ballfields, signs and a parking lot —
made on the property, Balley sald.

“We new that going !n, We were
trying to make it the best facllity we
could,”” Balley sald. “Everythlng you
:eo }hem that we use wo have pald

or.”

Ideally, Balley said be would like to
see the city of Farmington Hills pur-
chase the acreage and use it as a sporis

ceoter,
“If they develop the 12 Mile corridor,
wouldn't it be great to say to corpora-

later someone would come along and tions, ‘we have a great community, in-
say we want the property,” Balley said. cluding a great park?”
— — ——
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