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‘Experts’ say
Hearns wins

LEASE FORGIVE me If the last thing on
my mind right now {s high school base-
ball, softball, track and fleld, soccer,
tennis, golf, cte. Until later this evening,

the lone sporting event on my mind is the fight,

This Is the day of the long-awaited world
middlewelght championship prize fight featuring
Thomas Hearns, the challenger, and Marvelous
Marvin Hagler, the champion. I won't be able to
concentrate on Thursday's Troy-Southficld track
and {ield mect until the fight Is over,

Hearns, the puglllst from Detrolt’s Kronk stable
who makes his home in Southfield, steps up from
junlor middlewelght with hopes of cracking
Hagler's coconut head and capturing his third
world title. Hagler, who hasn't lost since March 9,
1976, rlsks his title in perhaps the biggest chal-
lenge since he began fighting as a professional in

The local favorlte, tabbed the “Hit Man,” has
Tost Just ance when he suffered a technleal knock-
out against welterweight king, Sir Sugar Ray
Leonatd. Hagler's losses have come against Bob-
by Watts and Willle Monroe.

THE MEN HAVE had two common opponents
— Roberto Duran and Marcus Geraldo. Hagler
defeated both on declslons. Hearns KO'd Duran in
two rounds and Geraldo In one.

Enough has been wrltten about the fight. We've
heard everything from Hearns Is tallor-made for
Hagler to Hagler is tailor-made for Hearns,

We've heard all the name-calling between the
two fighters ~ a ritual in hyping a championshlp
bout. The only thing I've yet to read is an inter-
pretatlon about a comment Hagler made concern-
% ing Hearns' out-of-the-ring demeanor.

! It seems Hagler was quoted as saylng Hearns
! has an “ege” problem. Understand, now, that this
5 1s coming from a man who had his name legally
¥ changed to “Marvelous,”

: [ have my own Ideas abaout the fight, but Il
save them for later. Let's take a look at what the
{ area experts have to say:

KERRY ROQP, of Nature's Way Martial Arts
" Acad In Roch and “retired” F
¢ Kickboxing Assoclation's llght heavywelght
;3 champion: “Hearns should win because of his past
performances against the same fighters Hagler's
fought. He's a better boxer, frem o technlclan
standpolnt. As long as he docsn't stand toe-to-toe,
it should go the distance and Hearns should win a
decislon.”

GARY CASKEY, Eccentric photographer and
“No. 1" stringer for Unlted Press International
who has shot two Hearns' [ights for the wire ser-
vice: “Hopefully Hearns becausc I'm pro-Detroit.
1 think Hearns {26) has the youth advantage over
Hagler {30). He's a more devastating puncher
from the outslde.”

STEVE DARNELL, professlonal middlewelght
from Llvonla who sparred with Hearns last
month: “My heart is with Hearns, but my head
says Hagler. Hearns has a big ego, like he's Invin-
cible. 1 think he might get knocked off his high
horse.”

MARTY BUDNER, my colleague whose only
knowledge of flghting comes from watching hock-
ey games: “I ltke Hogler, T think he has too much
punching power. He's proven himself more than
Hearns has, I think he'll be too tough inalde, Al-
though I want Hearns to win, I don't have a very
good jecling. I think Hearns will fall ke the
Sliverdome roof.”

RICH SWENSON, all-nround Eccentric journal-
ist and an avid boxing fan: “Hearns. If you've nev-
er seen a coconut cracked, you better walch this
ﬂghlt, Hearns is going to drop Hagler llke a bad
hablt.”

CHRIS McCOSKY, Observer sports edltor who
thinks John Miller can KO ejther fighter: “I lke
the Hit Man. I don’t think he'll knock out Hagler in
three rounds like he says, but I think he'll win.
Hearns had Leonard beat, and Leonard is one of
the best fighters of all time, If Hearns fighta a
smart fight, he'll win it.”

CJ. RISAK, Observer & Eccentrle sports co-
lumnists who knows more about bowling than
boxing: “Hearns on a decision, Itll be close, but
Hearns'll win because he'll hurt Hagler early,
then box him the rest of the way. He has the best
Jab around and he has superjor helght and reach.
It'1l go 12 rounds. We'll get our money’s worth. At
35 bucks & shot, we'd better,”

JEAN BRAND, in charge of medical records
for a Southficld doctor’s office. and self-pro-
claimed boxing expert: “Hearns, That's what you
want me to say, right? I'm really not sure. I llke
Hearns because of his reach advantage, If Hearns
can keep Hagler away from the in-fighting, the
Hit Man will win.” ‘\

BRAD EMONS, Obscrver sports editor and
president of the Cralg Payne Fan Clyb: “Hearns
because ho learned a ot from the Leonard fight.
He learned he can't go toe-to-toe. If he boxes and
moves, that's when he's most effective. Bob and
weave”
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Colette Cashin is one of only three seniors on the Farmingion
Harrison softball squad this soason as the Hawks try to reach the

500 mark.

softballers hard

8y Chris McCosky
ataff writer

Graduation losses are a lot like spricg break for
area conches. The coaches don’t lke them, but
there's nothing they can really do about t.

Graduation, it scems, was extra harsh on the
three Farmington-arvea softball teams thls season.
Ni

softball

is sophemore Becky Philp. Those three constitute
Fu

and
Farmington all lost key players from last year's
team.

North was perhaps the hardeat hit. Coach Dennls
Milkel lost one of Observerland’s meat productive
players In Amy Austin, as well three-year starters
Linda Rennard and Michele Rosen.

Farmington lost three key players In Jill Water-
man, Karen Devine and Tara Twomey.

Harrison lost Karen Sklar, who has earned a spat
on the Michigan State roster as a walk-on, and
centerfielder-lead-off hilter Laurie Ambrose,

PERHAPS IT'S appropriate that North Farming-
ton has the best crop of returnees of the three, Af-
ter all, the Rafders Jost the most.

Mikel is returning six players who elther atarted
or saw considerable action last year, Leadlng the
group is all-Northwest Suburban League catcher
Patti Kozickl. Her battery mate, three-year varsity
hurler Suzette Greenberg s also back.

Donna Kanjarevich, a three-year starter and see-
ond team atl-NSL last year, [s back at first bage.
Senlor Lisa Mummert and junlors Libby Shaw (scc-
ond base) and Mo Paradis {shortstop) are also back.

“We're stlll a young team,” Mikel sald. “We have
four senlors, four junlors and four sophomores. The
potential is good If the inexperienced players can
produce conslstently.”

One of the younger players expected to contrib-
ute ls sophomare Renee Fishell. She'll see action at
both third base and on the mound.

With experience, not to mention talent, on the
mound and behind the plate, the Ralders should im-
prove upon their 11-7 record last year and could
challenge for the NSL title with John Glenn and
Livonla Franklin,

FARMINGTON COACH Richard Roy will have
to rely heavily on underclassmen this season. The
Faleons will open the scason with just two seniors
and three junlors.

Senlor Jenny Wischmeyer and junfor Lisa Ed-
wards will share the mound duty, Behind the plate

's returnecs.

Roy, though, i3 enthusiastic about some of the
new faces In camp.

“These younger kids have shown a very good attl-
tude,” Roy sald, “We have some good young play-
ers.”

Among the promising newcomers are junior out-
{lelder Mlchelle Devine, sophomores Mary Velucel
(second base) and Jenny Zuhorsid (pitcher, second
base) and freshman Kelll Ress (shortstop).

‘The Falcons were 5-15 last year, The Falcons
could Improve on that record, if the hitting comes
avound and the young playcrs contribute.

FARMINGTON HARRISON coach Mike Teach-
man, entering his fifth softball season, has aiways
been one {o take a renlistic approach when assess-
ing his teams.

When asked about the Hawks' outlook for 1985,
the llkeable coach simpty replied, *.500.”

The Hawks have a good group of athletes with
the potentlal to be a good hitting club. At the same
tlme, the team lacks pitching and softball experi-
enee,

Three senfors head tha lst of returnces. Cateher
Colette Cashin and outfledders Sandy Turnqulst and
Kim Goorge,

Teachman is hoping to get solid produetion from
junlors Dana Dinkins (outfleld, cateher), Kristl
Rugh {shortstop) and Diana Raddatz {flrst base,
outficld) — all three are multiple-sport athletes at
Harrison, as are George, Turnquist and Cashin,

Sophomores Theresa Spir- fcenterfield) and Heidi
Reyst (pltcher, thlrd Hase) wiil also help out.

Harrison will open the season Wednesdny at
Northville. Farmington is at Livonia Bentley
Wednesday and North opens the NSL season at
home Tuesday with Livonia Frankiin,

Setbacks can’

By Marty Budner
staf! writor

EFF ROTH i3 without a playing

card.
But he stlil owns a set of golf
clubs and is employed. He fig-

upes that's not all bad.

Roth, the newest member of the
three-man professional ataff at West
Bleomileld’s Tam O'Shanter Country
Club, participated last summer on the
Tournament Players Series (TPS) golf
efrcuit.

Although he dldn't fare well enough
to regain his TPS playing card, Roth, a
27-year-old Farmington resident,
doesn't conslder the experience a fail-

ure.

“I certainly was disappointed I didn't
regain my piayer's card just to sce
what I could do a second year,” sald
Roth last week on a qulet ‘April morn-
Ing Inslde the Tam O'Shanter club-
house. *But T don't feel like I failed.

*Having the kind of stroke average I
did, belng on the money llat, finishing
fourth In one and hi

like Dennls Watson, Peter Jacobson
and Chi Chi Rodriguez,” he sald,

“I flgured I played in some 45 tour-
naments lost summer. I broke even on
the TPS serles, but 1t was playing in alt
the other tournaments to keep sharp
that reaily hurt the pockethook. If I had
to do it again, I might not schedule as
many events.

“I Jearned that when you're playing
golf at that level It's the guy who has
the best psychologlcal game that does
well,” sald Roth. "It’s not the best phys-
ical game anymore because everybody
can hit from tee to green. It's the guy
with the best mental approach who can
win the most.”

ONLY THE TF3' leading moncy
winner at year-cnd galis an automatic
exemptlon to the maln tour the follow-
[ng year. The others have two chances
to requalify for the TPS,

Roth, who graduated from the Ual-
versity of Arizona In 1978 with a busl-
ness degree [n real estate, fafled to re-
quallfy at reglonal champlonships held
In Ct

n
some personal goals, I feel I dldn' fall
at all. I just didn't play good enough to
regain my card.

“1 definitely played better than a
high percentage of guys who are out
there all the time,” ho sald.

THE TPS IS a satellite series — a
minor league, for sake of

and Callfornta.

Roth, who qult his job as assistant
club pro at Wabeek Country Club to en-
ter the TPS serles when he originally

qualified in the fall of 198, was left.

without a job and without the tour card,

“I made a few phone calls around
D and1 Ity was able to

— where golfers reflno thelr game in
hope of gaining glorification as & maln-
tour member alongslde such stars as
Jack Nicklaus, Tom Watson or Cralg
Stadler,

The series, co-sponsored by the PGA
tour, the PGA Club Pros of America
and Jocal businesses, consisted of §
events in 1984. Indlvidually, Roth was
spousored by upper Michigan's Sugar-
Toaf Resort and varjous friends,

Roth's best TPS showing was a
fourth-place finish at the Everett Open
in Seattle last August when he pocketed
$7,300. For the serles, the Plymouth
Salem High School gradunte had a 71.8
TPS sitroke average, was 47th on the
money list among more than 300
ple and averaged a litle over $1,000
per eveat.

*I thought I did pretty darn good con-
aldering I never played major pro golf
before and that I played against some
of the guys coming off the main tour

get the job out here. I kind of staggered
through the holidays — I bad some per-
sonal problems, too — but I wasn't re+
ally depressed about not making the
tour. I was thinking about staying out
in Callfornia, but (Mlchigan) is where I
bave a lot of friends.”

Will Rath return to the TPS for an-
other shot at the blg time?

“You nover say never, but the clre
cumstances would have to bo extraor-
dinary. Right now, I'd bave to say no,”
fie said, “My No. 1 object Is to get my
own job. With my background, experi-
ence and xlnylng knowledge, every-
thing's kind of complete for me. But
you have to be patient and walt for the
right opportunity.

“I'm just glad to be here right now,
and I think I'll fit in to this position
very comfortably,” be sald, “Golf
means & lot more to me now. They can
never take my clubs away.”

JoH Roth demonstrates his brand now, and somewhat unusual , putting etroke.

Farmington club player learns
lesson through positive thinking

By Marty Budner
stat! writer

Save for a lone duck waddllng up the pathway to
the maln clubhouse, Thursday morning wea lifeless
around the Tam 0'Shanter Country Club,

Normally tho private club off Orchard Lake
Road in West Bloomfleld would be bustling with
activily at 7 a.m. Buy not this day, .

Outside, tho course remained untouched, with
traces of winter’s wrath — puddies of water, uncut
greens and scattered leaves — still In evidence. In.
sido the shop, asaistant pro Skip Huegla charted an
account book while newcomer Jeff Roth awaited an
interview and nhon picture-taking session.

Roth, just two woeks oo the job, had hoped to
begin his Instructional dutles by now. He figured on
already having played a few rounds to become ac-
qn;lnted with club members, :

ut 5o,

The fickle Michigan weather has delayed bis
playing dutles but hasn't curtalled his enthuslasm.

ROTH, THE FORMER assistant pro at Wabeek
Country Club and Bi Country Club, is
back {n town and anxious to share his ences
with the 260-plus club members of Tam O'Shanter.

Roth played on tho Tournament Players Serics
satelllte tour last year. His ultimate goal was to-
qualify for the PGA’s and USGA's maln tour series,
tbut it didn’t work out. . i

\,
Although Roth fintshed fourth In one tournament
(the Everett Open in Seattle), placed 47th on the
TPS money-winning st and had a stroke average
of 71.3, the 37-year-old pro falled to recapture his
1085 TPS playing card. . :
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