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By Jackio Klein
stelf wrltor

E'S BLOND AND blue-cyed,
obviously doesn't have red,
green and purple halr or

wear a red bandanna. His

volee is a dead ringer for Nell Din-
mond’s, but it'a not a ghnmick.

He's Erlk Erlkson of Southficld, a 31-
year-old singer whe's determined to go
places on his own steam.

Erlkson got hls first real break slng-
fng the lyrics to “If This ts Culture,
Give Me a Club.” That's the theme song
for the Boy George Fan Club staried by
Dick Purtan, morning man at WCZY-
Pl

The clul is for people who llke Cul-
ture Club's music but can't stand to
Took at lead singer Boy Gearge.

“I did the volce over to ‘Forever In
Blue Jeans' by Nell Diamend and with
the way I breathe and sing It sounded
like an Lmitation of Diamond,” Erikson
said, *But imitating someone else is

e puts his heart and bls raspy Neil
Diamond volee Into singlng comercials,
and he once ¢ld a jingle for a country
statlon In Houston, Texas. But the
bread and butter cemes from his job as
a sales representatlve.

“I took acting in college, but my fa-
ther, Erlk Erlkson, ‘the swashbuckler
of Grosse Pointe’, sald acting doesn't
pay the bills, So T went into business
wlth my dad, but after two years I de-
cided the corparate life isn't for mn.

“I've made a little moncy sloging for .
private pattles and at restaurants. And
I was the opening act for Davld Bren-
ner at the Premier Center. The audl-
ence laved me,

“Sure I'd like tn sel) 25 millian re-
cords wearing one glove. But I'm a
product like Kellogg's comﬂnkﬂ Tony
the Tiger has been selllng frosted
flakes for years, but I've got to pro-
mote mysclf and It's tough dolng it
alone.”

As part of his promotlonal effort,

Singer seeks own style
after imitating others

. Erikson has landed appearances on
“PM Magazine” and “Kelly and Compa-
ny.” Radlo stations In Houston plcked
up some of Erikson's ta and
changed the words to fIt sltuations in
that clty.

*“I LOVE TO sing standards from the
cra of the big bands,™ Erlkson sald.
“There is no age o musle. All you need
Is good arrangments, the right cmotlon
and an audience.

*1 enjoy singing lfor big crowds. It's
the greatest feeling In the world when
people stand up and applaud, 1t's funny
because they say 1 sound just llke Nell
Dinmond and he doesn't sing the cor-
rect way. But he's got great style.”

Eirlkson's latest “gig" was a March
30 black tle affatr to beneflt the Fami-
1y Life Education Council at the Edsel
and Eleanor Ford House In Grosse
Polnt Shores.

Entertainment was by “Detrolt's
own Netl Dismond™ — Erlk Erikson.

In his Southticld apartment, songwriter/einger
£rilc Erikson discusses his recent and successful
‘reitch from corporate businesaman te music

i Congratulations,
) Graduates‘.

man. “i never sang before a year and a half ago,”
he says. Since then, he has gained national at-
tention for some for his work.

short-llved, so I have to find my own
velce.

“It’s really a fluke. T never sang be-
fore a year and a balf ago, I took voice
lessons, but the teacher told me to just
keep singing and practicing slx hours a
day because, he said, T have talent.”

Erikson admits he doesa't make any
money singing Jingles. But he has falth
that the money will come once he gets
original materlal and an agent er back-
er who belicves in hlm.

ERIKSON SINGS Jingles such as
“Strohs on the Rocks,” and parodies
about former Llan's coach Monte Clark
written by Dan Yesslan, Mike Hofheinz
and Steve Bhaerman,

He's done volee-overs of Willy Nel-
son and Julio Iglesins singing a parody
called “To Al the Girls I've Seduced.”
Erikson’s tapes are played an most lo-
cal radio stations and promuoted by disc
Jockles,
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DUBROVNIK BAKERY AND COFFER SHOP

& lsrle taste of Old Exrape’”

LOCATED IN DRAKESHIRE SHOPPING PLAZA
DRAKE RD. 8 GAAND RIVER AVE. + FARMINGTON
SPECIALIZING IN ~
European Breads « Tortes » Strudel » Cookies
Nut Rolls « Puft Pastries « Pies = Cakes
BAKED GOODS FRESH DAILY - NO PRESERVATIVES
~——————— SPECIALS THIS WEEKI
Walnut Butior Crescent Cookles

7" Walnut Torto .

Soup &
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THE “SUCOESSOR”\
Air Conditioner
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LI \-(G)M_ High Elficlsncy 9%
A S.E.E.R, High Quallty
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Instaitlation Special

The “Golden Round”
Michigan Heat Pump

fiiendly competiiion. Comtottable |
exercise.

This summer, have more fun by joining our
Win-A-Car league wilh your friends,
1elatives ox tellow cmplovees The lun is

Jumbo Reprints 30each = 00L-———owoo
« All Negatlves Sleeved Disc Film Special '1* each
- & Protected CHECK ALL OUR LOW FUJI &
+ Every Roll Quallty Controlied KODAK FILM PRICES
‘*"“Wo uso Kodak paper for tlie good look.”
NIGHT FILM DROP BOX AVAII.ABLE
PEN: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-600, Sa
Coﬂmlﬂ\lm
ASK ABOUT OUR PHOTO DISCOUNT CLUB
=
1HOUR LADS
32250 W, EIGHT MILE « FARMINGTON HILLS
), cBetwoen Grohand L. M. & Farmingion Ad. 427-8300
~

“Maybe it will
g0 away.”

The flve most dangerous words
in the English language.

Dr. Bruce Lowen, D.C.
Applied Kinesiologist
Speclalizing In low back & neck pain
B Call 474-4484 for appolntment

Free neck plllow or low back cushion with every
", orthopedic, neurological and x-ray examination.
»  Offer expires May 1.

H Most insurances accepted

: Special Senior Citizen & Famlly Rates

\ Harp/Lowen Chiropractic Clinic
23280 Farmington Road
Downtown Farmington
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. 2Blks. S. of Grand River
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honce lowlna spanktng now

1985% FORD ESCORT

delivered by Al Long Foid
'AKE YOUR VACATION — AND STILL WINI
‘Tho rules of the competltion do nol penalize
you for taking a vacation.
FREE OPEN BOWLIN
Wheg you sign up for Bowl-For- F\m -And-A-

ar, you'll automatical
2 fieg games of open bow ing. For each
leaguo session you'll also iece
2 free games of open bowling. It |hul s nol
enough o gel a “'teel for the lanes,”” pay
12 weeks in advance and aulomalically
1eceive 30 fice games of open bowling.

lly receive
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
FUN-FILLED SUMMER
Participation in any of the following aduil
leagues qualliies the adult (over 18) bowler
for tho Win-A-New-Car compotition.

* FAMILY LEAGUES .
+ SENIOR CITIZEN SUMMER LEAGUES
* ADULT PROGRAMS
Mixert i angnia (singles of couplas) Ladles’
League (motning or evening) Men's
League (days and times ot your cholce)
ALSO FORMING THIS SUMMER
¢ YOUTH-LEARNTO-BOWL DAY CAMP

« BOWLING BIRTHDAY PARTIES
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SIGN UP NOW :
ur nearest Friendly Atk
ling Conter.
FRIENDLY MERR!
BOWL
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