His business is Grimm one

By Blll Casper -
statf writor

l'nc in comparative Mterature from the

Donald Hasse of Redford Township
has a passion {or fairy talcs. They in-
trigue him and challenge the analytical
borders of his mind.

For the first timo thls summer, the
Wayne State Unlversity professor of
romance and Germanic langunges will
lead an intensive, flve-week study sem-
Inar on “The Tales of the Brothers
Grimm” that will attract 15 high school
teachers from arcund the country,

‘The late brothers Grimm, Jacob and
Wilhelm, left western cullture a wealth
of falry tales that for hundreds of years
have captlvated both young and old
readers.

However, in this first of two bleen-
tennial years marking the births of the
Grimm_ brothers .(Jacob was born in
1785 and Wlihelm a year later), they
are taking some heat for allegedly per-
petrating a fairy tale fraud that is no
fantasy.

“LITERARY SCHOLARS don't like
to say the Ggimm brothers lled, Hasse
2aid.“They 'mhintaln the apparent
fraud was not perpetrated with evll in-
tentlons.”

But during the seminar, onc of more
than 50 summer semipars funded by
the National Endowment for the
Humanlties, Iasse will delve into re-
cent discoveries which hold that the
Grimms’ clalm to have accurately re-
corded genulne falry tales s false.

“By exnmhhng verslons of thelr tales
only recently made available in Eng-
lish, we will conslder how gnd why they
perpetrated thefr so-called folklore
Iraud,” said Hasse, who holds a doctor-

¢

L y of North Carolina, Chapel

“The Grimm brothers clalmed to
have falthfully collected and recorded
thelr storles from peasant stock during
the French occupation of Germany,”
sald Hasse, & native of Cinclonat! who
four years ago moved his wife and two
children from Athers, Ohto. There he
taught German language and literature
at Miami Unlversity of Ohlo.

“It was a time when German nation-
allsm was low and needed a shot in the
arm,” Hasse sald. “Collecting the fanta-
sy tales as suuposedly told by old Ger-
man peasant women became some-
what of a natlonal movement to pre-
serve the Germanle culture through
these myths, The motivatlon for col-
decting such folk lore was was to
achieve greater nationalistic unity.”

IN SEVEN EDITIONS of Grimms
Fairy Tales published durlng the broth-
ers’ lafetimes, thelr manuscripts show
significant changes of the characters
and story lines from editlon to edition.

“We also know now that the Grimms'
gources probably were nat German
peasant women, but weil educated mid-
dle class Freneh,” Hasse sald. “But re-
gardless of the sources scholars belleve
the Grimm brothers developed the folk
tales to reflect 19th century middle
class Germany.”

Hasse fasclnation with fairy tales Is
partly due to thelr sustained populari-
ty. The origin of fantasy atories can be
traced to prehistoric times, be sald. Yet
thelr popularity contlnues today, ac-
cordlng to Hasse who has taught three
{airy tale course at Wayne State.
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saya scholars are dividod on how fairy talos should be intespreted.

* Cuts, fractures, sprains, fevers .
and other minor emergencies
happen when you least expect
them. And when they do, you
need quick, professional attention.

That's the reago}r\n P;qovif:lence
Hospital opened the Novi
Enggencs Care Center (NECC).
1t's conveniently close to every-

/gne in the Novi, West Bloomiield, o

orthville anld Fam\lngfton gfgll . >
en better, its team of me d
* E;-foi'esslonals— including mem- PrOVI ence.
gers of the Providence Hospital
medical and nursing staff—is
ready to assist you and your
farnily 24 hours a day, every day

Every
emergency
deserves the
experience

of the year: EMERGI?OV] .
/'" ' CARE CENTER
p . . e RS

At

(S

Fenargency Care Ceater of Provideaca Horplal « Corne of Tea Ml & Haggerry Road » Novt, M1 48030 « 4710300 - 24 Hous Emargency Service

The NECC handles major
emergencles, too. Its Emergency
Department is.every bit as com-
E{lete as the one at Providence

ospital. Advanced ufe-suggcn
equipment like the new El
heart monitor enable us to treat
and stabilize patients with even
catastrophic Injuties and life-
threatening illnesses.

Whenever you or a member of

your family face a medical emer-
gency —from a minor cut to a
more setious situation—remem-
ber the staff, the facilities, the
convenience, the 24-hour avail-
abllity...and the experience of
Providence. . :
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