SEMTA repeats
plea for funds

B¥ Kathy Parrish
stalf writer

County representative Phillp Dondero,
Longtime board member RJ. Alex-

Crisls s pothing new for the
Southeastern Michlgan Transportation
Kithority (SEMTA).

.50 there was little excitement over
th latest warning that the aystem is
agil'n teetering on the edge of ons.

. Asking for permission to seck a vote
on transportation funding, SEMTA Act-
ing General Manager Albert Martin
‘Tuesday warned its board of directors
the authority could shut down by Oct.

15,
“SEMTA Is on the brink of a crista!”
Martin told the board.

“My ataff and I arc of the opinlon
that service is now at a ‘bare bones’
{clzvel] ’a;md further cuts would be imprac-

cal,

"WHILE APPROVING Martin's re-
qilést to pursue local funding, several
béard members seemed puztled by the
memo. Since cutbacks began three
years ago, SEMTA directors have
tatked about a tax to support transpor-
tatlon. The meellng was beld in
SEMTA's Oakland terminal In Troy.

The acting general manager sald the
dfficlals bad only backed the “prinel
ple” of a 1 percent sales tax boost.

Michigan's leglslature must allow
SEMTA to put the question to voters.

* “We have reached a crisls situation
and your staff Is golng to work to get
(bls on the ballot In November,” Martin
explalned.

m wondering why this is before us
now. We know thls," sald Oakland

SEMTA out;

“The Senate Republican caucus 18 pro-
podlng that Southeastern Michigan
Tynsit Authority (SEMTA) be scaled
dqwn from a scves-county ageocy to
three-county agency.

“The Sennte majority adopted the ree-
ommendation of Richard Fessler, R-
West Bloomfield, that a new Metro)oli-
tan Translt Authority (MTA) operate a
“system of necessity” for the poor, eld-
erly and handicapped rather than a
broadscale mass transportation sys-
tel

m.

“We are trying to be too much to
many people,” Fesaler sald. His plen
excludes rapid rail and conveniece ve-
hicles, and instead concentrates on
transit “where it's needed.” Fessler
was sclected by Senate Majority leader
John Engler, R-Mount Pleasant, to rec-
ommend to the Senate Republican
caucis a reorganization plan for
SEMTA.

ander why the lssue of &
vote Is still belng mulled over.

“We're asking our statf to explore
something that they explored two years
ago,” sald the Blrmingham resldent. *

“This has been hashed and hashed
and hashed over, It docsn’t mako sense
tome at all.”

TWO NEW BOARD members —
both named by Wayne County Exccu-
tive William Lucas — ralsed questions
about the proposal.

Fred Todd, Wayne County chief fl-
nanctal offleer, objected to malntalnlng
the current level of service in the light
of flnanclal “crisla,” |

“I can't sce continuing on and famme
ing the problem down the throat of the
state of Michigan,” sald the Plymouth
resident, suggesting a November vote
is unreallstic.

“Let's try to control our own destiny
somewhat.”

‘Taylor Mayor Cameron Priebe sald
SEMTA has a “credibility” problem
with volers because of reduced ser-
vices and p! with the D

Philip Dondero, SEMTA board mesnber
commissloners, waits to maka his point at Tuesdoy's meeting.

representing Oakiand County

Thursday, April 18, 1988 O&E

People Mover.

He believes trylng to convince peo-

ple to ralsc thelr taxes to support
transportation is “absolutely ridicu-

lous,

1 think It's a waste of time and ab-
solute exercise in futility,” sald the Lu-
cas appolntee, who represents western
‘Wayne County.

“We have to maintain services and
Improve thern," he added.”

MTA in?

Under the Fessler proposal a five-
member board representing the elty of
Detrolt, the Wayne County exccutive,
Oakland County executive, Macomb
County and the Michigan Department
of Transportation would govern the
MTA.

He also recommended that reglonal
transit districts throughout the state be
glven the authority to develop alterna-
tive loca) tax plans to be approved by
voters within the transit region. Alter-
natives Include property tax, income
tax and Beense plate fres.

SEMTA IS the only major system in
the country with'no revenus basa of its
own," Fessler sald,

‘The Republican caucus gave Fesster
the OK to begin drafting legislation for
the crention of the MTA,
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