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By Joanne Mallvzowaki
staff wrltor

Farmington school trusices are ex-
0

Don Cowan, currently assistant prin-
clpal at North Farmingten High
School, Is expected to be appointed as a
Because adminis-

pected to approve the app
three administrators, two at the scc-
ondary and one at the middle school
levels at their next regular board meet-
Ing Tuesday, April 23,

By Joanne Mallszowski
staft wrltor

Pam O’'Malley considers herself for-
tunate.

After more than 17 ycars as a teach-
er, counselor and now an assistant high
school princlpal, O'Malley still loves
her job,

“I'm stil) enthustastle. I llke coming
to work. Certalnly I have my frustra-
tlons and disappointments. But there
are successes, things we have accom-
plished,” O'Malley sald. She is the first
woman In the Farmington disirict Lo be

f  high school p

Woman joins
top echelon
in district

trathve assignments throughout the dis-
trict are not yet flnailzed, it's uncertain
whether Cowan wil replace Principal
James Gelger at Harrison High,

O'Malley made district history with
her year as assistant principal at
Farmington High.

Although she was the [irst woman
secondary school admlnistrator, 0'Mal-
l;y doesn’t want to make a big deal of
that.

“I can't say cnaugh good things about
the staff here at Farmington. They
have gone out of their way to make
sure I am not treated differently.”

BECOMING ASSISTANT princlpal
because of her qualifications, not her

a dary school

After o one-year contract as a temn-
porary assistant principul at Farming-
ton High School, 0'Malley Is expected
ta be ap)...ated permancntly by school
trustees Tuesday.

““MHIS ALL went through an inter-
vlew process,” she sajd. O'Malley spent
one year at North Farmington High as
a counsclor and 12 years in the same
posltion at Power Middle Schoal.

It’s kids

for Cowan

By Joanne Mallazewski
staff wrlter

bigh school he was unsure of what to do
with his life.

After a year of working to earn mon-
ey for college, his two great interesis
— aports and people — led him into
education.

“'m a very child-oriented person,”
sald Cowan, 46, an assistant principal
at North Farmington High School. “I
enjoy the relationship of people,
whether students, staff or parents. So
why not educatlon?”

Now after 28 years in education psa
teacher, coach, elementary - princlpal,
and high school assistant principal,
Cowan is about to take another step in
his career as the district's newest high
school principal.

The Farmington Board of Education
1s cxpected to appolnt Cowan to his

who count |

When Don Cowan graduated from W

sex, Is what's Important, she said.
Lew!

agrevs.

“She, very frankly, Is qualified, The
quality of the person is the first factor
to be taken into account,” Schulman
sald of promotlons.

“She 1s an outstanding human beling.
1t lsn't as though she just walked ln the
doar,” he sald,

O’'Malley carned her adminlstrative

Ploaso turn to Pago 6

BOTH PAMELA
sistant pl

0'Malley, an as-

1 at F High, th

year contracts when Gil Henderson,
en p of Warner Middle School

and Walt Scoble, an asslatant principal
at Warner Middle School, were given
one-year contracts for those positions a
year ago. School trustees Tuesday are
cxpeceted to approve the extension of
thelr appolntments.

O'Malley and Scoble were given one-

Pam O'Molloy {second from ioft),

RANDY BORST/staff photogrepl

Don Cowan enjoys the rapport he has with the students at North

Farmington High School.
class events with studont
Carey.

new post at thelr regular meeting
Tuesday evening.

- ‘Cowan won't know, however,
whether he wili be the one to replace
Harrison High School Principal James
Gelger who is retiring at the end of the
school year. N  this

Here he discusscs upcoming senlor
representitives Moo Benda and Collean

rounded educational carcer. Besides
his positions within the Farmington
dlstrict, he alao serves as a member of

a
cipal at Farmington high achool, strolls through
the halls with students Matthew Lundh, Bruce

took a one-year sabbatical, Scoble, who
had been an assistant principal at
Farmington High, was appalnted to Il
Henderson's position.

In turn, O'Malley, formerly a North
Farmington High counsclor, was ap-
polnted to Il Scobie’s post at Farming-

atant prin-
and Dave Sande

Scobie

hold the post in the Farmington school district.

ucation ranks

ton High. O'Mallcy is the first woman
in the school district to be appolnted to
an adminlstrative post at the second-
ary level.

With Henderson's relurn, both 0'Mal-
ley and Scobie will continue in thelr
year-old assistant princlpal posts be-
cause Henderson will move into the
secondary level.

o sy ooy P
RANOY BORST/statf phologr

Kratt, Sharon Wilson, Becky Phlip, Chad Ravon

ra. O'Mailey s the first woman to

enjoys

middle school

challenges

By Joanna Mallszewaki
staff writer

After about cight years as an asslst-
ant princlpal at Farmington High, Walt
Scobie has been enjoying hls return to
the mlddle school world.

“Thelr encrgy level 1s really Interest-
ing to deal with on a day-to-day basts,”
gaid Scoble, who was given a onc-year
contract last year as assistant princl-
pal at Warner Middle Schoal.

Schoo! trustees Tuesday arc expect-
ed to officially appolnt Scoble as the
middle school’s assistant principal,

Scoble's )t t marks his re-

the Huron Valley Board of

As a member of the Huron Valley
board, Cowan has been able to add to
hils teacking 2ad adminlstrative work
with experd on the policy-making

Cowan's p
week as a high echool p 1 1s an-

turn to the junlor high/middle school
grades in which he orginally began his
career in education. .o

“Y am very happy with this,” Scobie

other notch on his increasingly well-
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Walt Scobie

Public
joins
park
debate

By Julio Brown
slaff writer

In a move to garner more ideas on
how to develop the 200-plus acre Spleer
property, the city will hold a public
hearing in mld-May.

‘The hearing on proposed uses of the
property is scheduled for 7 p.m. Tues-
day, May 14, in the Farmington Hills
City Councll chambers,

“It's n forum,” sald Eric Wurml-
inger, Farmington Hills' asslstant di-
rector of special services. The meet-
fng’s purpose Is to get “as much public
comment as can bo made.” :

Members of the Parks and Recre-
atlon Commission will then make rec-
ommendations to the Farmington Hills
City Council.

‘The 212-acre Spleer property is lo-
cated west of Farmington Road and
north of 10 Mile Road. A variety of
uses have been suggested for the prop-
erty.

A CITIZENS' advisory committee
has been studying different uses for the
property for the past several months.
The committee recently came up with
2 1lst of suggested uzes; 2 puklic curvey
is being done on those uses, which in-
clude:

® Botanlcal gardens

o Multipurpose mecting place

@ Multipurpose youth sports fleld

@ Nature interpretive center

@ Plenic area and paviilon

© Tralls (hlking, nature, cross coun-

try)

# Qutdoor lee rink

& Working farm

The tdea of the working farm “is to
glve suburban people, children as well
as adults,” an opportunity to observe a
farm, he aald. “This would be for public

The nature Interpretive center would
serve 0 similar purpose, allowing area
;iuldcnu to sce varlous kinds of wild-

fe,

“There are some very unique flowers
and trees” on the Spleer property,
Wurmlinger sald. “You don't bave to
drive up north to sce wild flowers.”

DUTCH ELM trees arc also found
on the property, he sald. Such trecs are
less common today than In the past,
due to the incldence of Dutch elm dls-

case.

Botanical gardens would consist of
“a groomed arca where indlgenous spe-
cles would be highblighted and cared
for,” Wurmlinger said.

Some of those who participated in
making the recommendations suggest-
ed using the property for a multipur
pose meeting facility.

“A pumber of nceds came out,” he
said. “This was almost as Iif It was a
needs assessment.”

The Parks and Recreation Commis-
slon had decided “that this was an ex-
.cellent opportunity for community in-
put” Wurmlinger sald. “We really
wanted to make sure they had every
sppertunity to tell ua what they want.
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Officials mum on library audit

By Julie Brown
staff wriler

Mayor Jan Dolan said whea asked
about the audit's funding source. “I'm

An investigallon into the flnanclal
operations of the Farmington Commu-
nity Library system is continuing.

The audit of tha library system’s {l-
nanclal records is belng done by the ac-
counting tirm of Plante and Moran,

I really have no informatlon,” sald
Jim Ebel, attorney for the Library
Board of Trustees, when asked about
the audlt’s status.

1 have no information on it at all,”
Ebe) sald when asked about the avdit's
cost and jis funding source.

“I DON'T know,” Farmington Hills

is comlng out of lbrary
funds.

“'"We have not had 2 report back,” she -

sald Friday, “We haven't had any re-
port. As of right now, I have not heard
a thing, and I have not been In contact
with any of their board members.”

Library Board members, who are
appolnted by the city counclls in Farm-
ington and Farmin Hills, oversee
the operations of the Ubrary system.
Current library trustces are Ernie
Sauter, Jim Wibby, Lols Carey and
Jonathan Grant,

“1 figura the audit was ordered, 50
1et them do what they have to do," Do-

lan sald. I can't really help you any
more.”

“I had not heard when the comple-
tion date Is,” Farmington City Mana-
ger Robert Deadman said Friday. “1
really haven't keft up with 1t day-to-
day. I'm just walting for the resulls,
Just like you are.” .

Beverly Papal, assistant library di-
rccl.nr._ 13 continulng to supervise the

10, with Library Director Gordon Lew-
is. Library trustees refused to reveal
what actlons, if any, were taken during
the closed meeting,

A memo issued to library staff the
day after the closed meeting referred
to Lewls as being on “vacatlon.”

“During Mr. Lewls’ vacation, Mrs.
Beverly Papal, asalstant dlrector, will
be ing the itles of both 1.

of both tha and
Farmington Hills library branches, The
assistant dlrector sald she could not
discuss the situation in further detail
but sald sho was {n charge.
Members of the Farmington Com-
munlty Library Board of Trusiees met
in & closed scssion Wednesday, Aprii

braries,” the April 11 memo reads.

“Any questions on matters regarding U~

grlry affalrs should be directed to Mrs.
apal’”

The April 11 memo wan slgned by
Ernlo Sauter, prealdent of tho Library
Board of Trustees. .
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Your Observer carrier will be
stopping by thls week to
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have the money ready and be
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It's worth a $2.00 discount on
tho next classitled
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