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Expert warns about dangers of drugs and alcohol

By Dave Varga
staf! writer

Peer pressure can make the differ-
ence for anyone who drinks too much
or takes drugs, according to a speaker
at. Cranbrook Friday.

Al Dicken, who works In a student

service center in West Bloomfield High
School, spoke to senlors of Cranbrook
and Klngswood schools as part of a
morning-long seminar on substance
abuse.

After a slide presentation called
“The Deadly Slience,” Dicken told stu-

dents they had the right and, In fact,
the responalbility to talk to friends if
they think drinking is getting out of
control.

“It's something no one talks about,”
Dicken sald, “We don't tell anybody. We
don't ‘narc.’ Keep in mind, they don't

know what condition they're in.”

Dicken safd friends who notlee a
change in behavior or that drinking Is
affecting a frlend’s work or school
should confront that person with thelr
concern,

“AT SOME POINT, drinking gets

Students gather to fight alcohol

A thousand high school senlors frem
the metro area are expected to con-
verge on Roma's of Livonla Tuesday
for a one-day confcrence sure to give

Proposal
ban drink

them dozens of reasons not to drink and
drive.

Sponsored by Students Agalnst
Drunk Drivers (SADD) and local media,

would
ing

at house parties

By Joanno Mallszewski

Farmington Families in Action
{FFA) members plan to ask the Farm-
ington Hills City Councll to consider an
ordinance prohibiting parenis {rom
serving liquor, particularly in party
settings, to anyone under 21 years of
age,

FAA's advisory board Thursday
agreed to ask council members to con-
slder adopting an ordinance that In-
cludes a $500 fine against parents who
are found serving liquor to minors, sald
Betty Nicelay, director and onc of the
founding members of FFA,

Although FFA members are hoping
council wlll conslder thelr request for
the ordinance at tonight's meeting, the
Issue is not on the agenda. But FFA
representatlves may raise the fssuc
during the open comment portlon of the
meettog.

An ordlnance prohiblting parents
from serving lquor to minors would
provide parcnts with “an excuse not to
serve,” Nicolay sald. Parents often

Run plannec

Single Polat Minlstries of Livonia
will be holding the Eagle Run Satur-
day, May 4,

The ene-nlle Fun Rua wlll be 3:30
p-m. and the 10-kitometer Run will be 4
p.m. in Maybury State Park on Elght
Mile Road in Northvitic.

serve liquar at graduatlon parties, for
example, because they are nder pres-
sure from their kids, she said.

An ordlnance would also clearly
prohiblt the actlons of parents who feel
there's nothing wrong with serving 1l-
quor to teen-agers, Nicolay said.

"This Isn't for anyone who glves a
chitd a glass of wine on thelr birthday,”
Nlcolay satd. The ordinance would cov-
er soctal settings and partles,

An ordinance would also help pollce
control partics where teens are drink-
ing, she added.

Nicolay indfcated Lhat the mode) or-
dinance FFA plans to present to the
clty counci! is bascd on similar erdl-
nances In other communities and
states.

FFA members have not yet planned
on requesting such an ordinance from
lhtiedl-‘nnnlnztun City Council, Nicelay
5a

the program i3 especially geared to the
ming celebrants of prom night and
graduation partles.

A slick ad published In Detroit’s two
dally ncwspapers this week and alred
on WDIV-TV (channel 4} asks students
and thelr parents to sign a pledge
promising not to drink and drive or
drlve with anyone who has been drink-
Ing, especlally durlng the upcoming
party season. I's called the Project
Graduatlon pledge.

1If at least 50 percent of each class
aigns the pledge, the school will make
the WDIV honor rolf and may get a spe-
cia) on-alr mention, the ad promises,

“Ninetecn percent of all drivers are
in the high school age bracket. Yet 44
percent of auto deaths related to drunk
drlving occur In this age group,” said
Roscanne Weatherly, of Ruben Adver-
tising Agency in Southfield, creators of
thead.

“NALF OF the 9,000 teens who dle
each year are victims of alcohol relat-
cd accidents — these especlally oceur
during prom and graduation nights.”

The April 23 conference witl include
personal horror storles from pellce of-
{icers, alcohol victims and & former
drunk driver who I8 now a paraplegle,
Weatherly sald. Student leaders In a
five county area have been fnvited.

*“We hope they will go back to their

schools and spread the word,” she sald.

‘Two other confcrences are stated for
later this year,

Paul Mack, sonlor claes adviser at
Livenla Stevenson High Schoo), says he
is having difficulty getting the ward
out to his students,

“We had an assembly attended by
450 students on April 2. We passed out
contracts similar to the project gradu-
ation pledge after the assembly, bul the
kids arcn’t slgning them and turning
them in,’ he safd.

*It's hard to get people committed.
Once It calches on, I just know it will
snowball.”

Mack started a SADD chapter at
Stephenson last yecar to increase stu-
dent awareness of the problem.

“Students must get Involved because
(hls I3 a student problem,” he said.

He thinks the project graduation
pledge 1s W-timed with seniors still
away on annual spring jaunts te Florl-
da and he also felt It should be almed at
all high school students,

“The pledge shouldn't be just for
senjors,” Mack sald. *I'd llke to see it
geared to all high school students. It's
casler to get a person comsmitted who
has never drank and drove than change
the behavior of someone who has been
drinking and driving dozens of tlmes
and just doesn't sec the danger.

*Kids seem to think they wiHl live
forever,” he added. “The reality is, if
they drink and deive, they could die.”

AL

"\;Vn do not have anyone rep!

Farmington {on the FFA advisory -

board),” she sald.

for I\/Iay 4th

Following the races wllI be a dinner
and awards ceremony featuring Ann
Klemel, author of “Running to Win,”

For registration and further infor-
mation, call 422-1150 and ask for Sin-
gle Point Ministrles,
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bigger than the person. That'as where
friends have to step in,” he sald. -

Accordlng to the slide presentatlon,
when talking to someone about thelr
drinking problem, make sure the sub-
Ject is sober. Tell that person what you
don't llke about them when they be-
come intoxleated or high. And follow
through by helping.

Onee the problem Is brought out into
the open, Dicken sald, fricnds should
encourage moderation or even absti-
nence from alcohol. If a person
changes after being confronted, they
can controi thelr drinking. If that per-
son cannot curtall drinking, Dicken
said, alcoholism can be present.

1 proms and gr of-

to become chemleally dependent,” he
explained, “It docsn’t take much, just
one mistake.”

ONE STUDENT asked why some
parents would not allow their under-21
chlldren to drink at home, when they
know the alternative is to do it In cars
or at partles. *I think it should be ac-
cepled In a mellow fashlon,” he sald,

“We can't keep drugs and aleohol
{rom you,” Dicken responded, “but we
can't condone [t elther.”

Allowing kids to go to Flerida on
spring breaks with thelr buddies who
have a history of heavy drinking and
drug usc is a questionable declslon,
Dicken said. “Sometimes we put kids In

ten bring partles, where drinking 1s en-
couraged by peers,

“You should have a good time, but be
under control, Think ahead. You bave a
right to remain safe, Don't be afraid
not to get ia the car with somene who
has had too much,” Dicken said.

“Isn't it interesting, at proms and
graduations, we have to drink to havea
good time. Shouldn’t we logk at that,”
he added.

MOST STUDENTS wlll go on from
the high school setting to a less-su-
pervised college campus, where
*you're pretty much on your own”
Dicken sald. With that new freedom
comes personal cholces that must be
made about alcohol and drugs.

He told the story of two Dearborn
students who were klilcd when thelr
car was hit by a van headlng the wrong
way on I-84. The drlver of the van, who
was also killed, was drunk. The student
driving the car had been drinking, but
was under the .1 percent Ilmit. His pas-
senger was over the limit.

Dicken sald two other cars had
pulted off the road in front of the on-
coming van, but the students apparent-
ly dld nat react qulckly enough. Per-
haps their blurred judgment cost them
thelr lves,

“Not everybody who drinks is golng

where they're bound to fafl.” «
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. BIG LOOK: COLORFUL AND CASUAL CRINKLE COORDINATES FOR MR. J
Summer's blg play Is color...bright oversize T-sleeve tops and coordinating
shorta by Greenline. Match sollds or color blocks for the exciting; bold
look of '85, Or mix them to create a new fashion strategy. Elasticized tie or
fashion-pleated shorts. Polyester/cotton. Left: Top, white, blue, gunmetai,
yellow, S-M-L, §23. Shorts, white, gunmetal. Sizes 28-36, $21. Right: Color
block top with matchlnq shorts. Top, S-M-L, $22, Shorts, $-M-L-XL, $18.
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Birmingham M

Wo wolcome Jacobson's Chargo Card or Tho Amarlcan Exprass® Card.

&
Opon Noon-0 pm M-F ¢ 10-5 pm 8at. » Noon-5 pm 8un.

We are now opon uniil 8 on Monday, Tuesday, Wodnosday and Saturday,
Thursday and Friday untll 9, .




