Roelofs’

By Kathy Patrish
staff wrltor

Decllning  enrollment at Oakland
Community College could mean some
cuts.

If the school's lame duck president
has hls way, one of the first casualties
wil! be a project headed by one of the
college trustees who voted him out.

Outlinlng his proposed budget, Presl-
dent Robert F. Roelofs urged the board
of trustees to shut down OCC Founda-

tion.

‘The fund-raising body 1s directed by
Suzanne Reynolds, one of four trustees
who refusced to grant him a year’s ex-
tension on his contract,

Roclofs sald the community college
has poured $250,000 Into OCC Founda-
tion, but the organization has not raised
funds for the school.

" WPHIS ITEM has no academic merit
whatsoever, Its only purpose is finan-
clal, but It’s been a financial disaster,”

‘I think this is more an
emotional issue than
financial issue. I prefer
to put the issue to rest
and address it iater.’

— Yrusteo Margarot
MacTavish

Roelofs told the seven-member board.

“We cannot continue to spend tax-
payers' monoy on it.”

Surprised by Roelofs’ move, the trus-
tees voted instead to continue funding
the foundation untll a ncw president
comes aboard. The project will be re-
viewed after slx months of funding.

Six trustecs supported the action,
Reynolds, of West Bloomficld, abs-
talned “for obvious reasons.”

TRUSTEE Margaret MacTavish, of
Birmlngham, who also op;
lofs’ contract extenslon, catled Roelofs’
suggestlon inappropriate.

“[ think this ls more an emotional s~
sue than financlal Issue,” she said. “1
prefer to put the Issue to rest and ad-
dregs it later."

“Whether it's emotional or {inancial,
it's been raised,” sald trustee Edward
Pappas of Farmington Hills, ane of
Roclofs' three supporters. “The ques-
tlon was ralsed, and I think we ought to
address it.”

AFTER MONTHS of split loyalty to
Roelofs, the OCC board In January
voted 4 to 3 to deny his request for an-
other year's service, A slx-month ex-
tension also was refused the 86-year-
old president. .

Just a month before the vote, state
Sen. Rudy Nichols asked the Attorney
General's Office for an opinfon on pos-
sible confllcts of intcrest by trustecs

and MacTavish.
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‘The OCC Foundation
‘has no academic merit
whatsoever. its only
s financlal;
but it's been a financlal
disatter. Fm not proud
to say Pve presided
overspendinga -
quarter miition’ on i\
— Prasident Robert F.
Roelofs

The senater from Waterford ques-
(foned Reynolds' sitting on the elected
board while directing the OCC Founda-
tion. While not paid for her trustee
work, Reynolds carns $650 a month for
her 15 hours d week as foundation di-
rector.

Nlchols also requested an opinfoa on
whether MacTavish should be an Oak-
land trustee when she i3 @ Macomb
C College

MacTavish s director of human re-

sources management at Macomb,

FRESENTING HIS budget proposal
— which s 3.1 percent above last
year's — Roclofs projected a 6-percent
enrollment decrease.

He sald community college enroll-
ment decllnes when the econemy picks
up. “We have had in this county better
economic recovery than other coun-
ties,” the Southfield resident explained.

Roelofs also blamed the dip on re-
cent “bad publicity” about problems
between the board and president. “At

least we stayed out of the Free Press

Foundation

and News, but it certalnly was in the
local papers. And that's where our peo-
ple come from.”

As well as golng into new “hot” pro-
gram arcas, Roclofa proposed raising
tultion §2 instead of the usual $1. He
sald his administration also is conslder-
ing a property tax mlllage vote.

SAYING HE dldn't “feel comfort-
able” bringing the lssue up, Roclofs
sald he took the OCC Foundatlon out of
the budget.

The president plained that

Foundation board, said the group has
“done some good things.”

“We baven't got a ot of money to
dole out yet. The blg problem is that we
don't have a folltime director on the
job five days, But we're working hard.

Trustce Reynolds, who was not €X-
pecting Roclofs' action, denled that
$250,000 has gone Into the project. She
said OCC has budgeted about $18,000
for it durlng the past three years. Her
salary is paid for by the foundatlon.

The foundation shares a bullding

$250,000 had been channeled into the
organlzation since its start In 1979,

- “I'm not proud to say I've presided

over spending a quarter milllon on an
activity which Is supposed to flow to
the college,” he added.

“I bet It would be a success when it is
& dismal fallure.”

TRUSTEE EARL Anderson of Madl-
son Heights, who serves on thc OCC

with for the Blind, Jobs
Training Partnership Act and a confer-
ence center. Rent and utilltles are pro-
vided by OCC.

Reynolds sald she was “just sort of
surprised” by the move to shut down
OCC Foundation. And the trustee hopes
it wasn't almed at her.

'd llke to hope oot she sald.
“That’s not my style, Besides, we all
have the same goal.”
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: “RED CROSS ls a United Foundation/United
‘Way agency and does not sollclt funds in that man-
ner,” said Johnson, “Nor have we authorlzed any-
;one else to do s0 in our name,

" “There have nlso been reports of Individuals,
‘some of them teen-agers, collecting money door to
.door, We don't do that elther.”

- “If you want to help African famine victims
through the Red Cross and aren't sure about the
.legltimacy of the person or group asking you for a
donation,” said Johnson, “the safest thing to do is to
-scnd your contribution earmarked ‘African Famine
‘Rellef,! dircctly to the American Red Cross,
- Southeastern Michlgan Chapter, P.0. Box 351, De-
trolt, Mich, 48232."

U-D to A
hold 3rd

term in

spring o

The University of De-
trait wiil hold three aca-
demic sessions this sum-
ner, enabling studcnts to
combine thelr studles
with summer vacatlon
and work schedules.
Courses will be offered in
nearly 30 subject areas.
“A tradltional 15-week
semester, Term 11, will .
be held April 30-Aug. 8.

“Accclerated courses
will be offered during the
presummer and summer
miniterms. Presummer
day sesslons will be April
30Junc 6, and evenlng
sessions will be April 30-
June 13, Day sesslons for
the summer miniterm
will be June 17-Aug.1

Most classes wiil meet
once or twice weekly
with 1o classes sheeduled
on Fridays.

All students vew to U- TN
D must be admitted prior
to registeation. Summer -
admisslons and financial
aid applicatlons are
available now.

Registration for term
Il and the presummer
minfterm will be beld
Monday, April 29. Regls-
tration for the day sum-
mer miniterm will be
beld June 12-2}, and reg-
lstration for the eveniog
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Richard Warren
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Breast of Chicken
Sandwich and
A Bowl of Gourmet.Soup

(with saitines) :
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