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Non-mystic futurist sees good job trends

By Kathlesn M. Kozlowaki
spocial writor

{Mlindness to trends and thelr Inevi-
table changes Is hazardous to your job
ary health,” warns futurist David E,

mlth.

Smith, the co-ordinator for the World
Future Soclety in Southeastern Michi-
gan, spoke last week at the Schooleraft
Callege Carcer Day on “Jobs of the Fu-

ture.”

Besldes many new exotic jobs, Smith
foresces such as major trends the cf-
feets of an aglng population, the in-
crease in youth employment and the
de-Industrinlizatton of America.

As co-ordlnator of the non-proflt scl-
entlfle and

SMITH FINDS three y
trends:

® The aging of America, As the
baby boomers reach their 30s and 49s,
they begin to experience frustratlon in
the workplace because of ls greater
cnmpctltlnn for fewer upper echeleon

Smith, sald, “Futucists are not mystics,
Futurists study trends to enable them
to make resonable guesses.”

OU group to head

for Oxford

.For the 12th consccutive year, Qak-
land Universlty and the University of
Detrolt wlll offer British Studles at Ox-
ford Unlverslty, England.

'From July 8 to Aug. 17, the two
schoels wlll offer two three-week ses-
sions or one six-week sessfon of unlver-
sity academic or audlt courses in art
history, buslness, decorative arts, dra-
ria, history, literaturc and polltical sci-
ence. The courses are taught by Oxford
Universlty faculty. Credits are applica-
ble to cither undergraduate or gradu-
ale degrees.

“The program offers private-room
resldence at Oxford's Corpus Chrlstl

llege,
! Questions abont the program ean be
directed to OU Prolessor Margaret Pi-
golt, 370-4131,

.
COPING WITH loss is the subject of
a- conference sponsored by Oakland
Unlverrsity from # am. to 430 pm.
’l'hnrsduy, May 16, In the Snuthlleld

courses

Hilton, Southficld.

The keynote nddn‘_u, “Growing
Through Life’s Loases” will be given by
two olflclnls ol “To Life." The Char-
lotte, N.C. based, non-profit agency
provides program services for persons
coping with glref and loss

Toples include: explnlnlng deathtoa
clllld infertility, teen sulcide, dlvorce,
hosplee care for the terminally 111, de-
pression and loss, prenatal loss, and
male and female bereavement.

‘One workshop will feature a panel of
resource persons from the Rochester
area who are working together to help
resldents who have experlenced loss,
“Mobilizing Multiple Resources: the
Rachester Model” Includes & funeral
service employee, a theraplst and pro-
fessor, a pastor and a director of emer-
gency room nurses.

To register call the Continuium Cen-
ter at 370-3033. .

Jobs. h‘l’a high ranking
slightly, yet lt puu an added strain on
the Soclal rity system.

® The decrease {n youth unemploy-
ment, a positive trend, “I've seen more
opportunities for young people In terms
of beginning ‘joba thls summer than I
have scen in over a decade, And I ex-
pect to seem that continue.”

® De-industrializatlon, a trend that
worrles a large number of people who
fear it will create an unresalvable loss
of jobs. But Smith found “sliver in this
omlnous cloud'a linlng."

The jobs that are being

‘By the year 2000, the
Third World nations
will be manufacturing
as much as 30 percent
of the world’s goods.
They have the
workforce, and they
can produce the basic
goods for less.’
— David E. Smith
Future Socioly coordinator

are largely the simplest and most re-
petitive, he said. With this comes a de-
emphasis on strength, openlng doors
for many, women and the handicapped
tn particular,

‘THE SHIFT to a global cconﬁ)my.

American industry has plcked up on
this idea. Employers are willing to
traln workers not only for additional
specltic job skills, but with general ed-
ucation that will be benetlclal if there
is a need for a carcer change — “em-

{rom a practice of 1 af-
fect the jobs of the future, Smith sald.
“By the year 2000, the Third World
natfons will be manufacturing as much
as 30 percent of the world's goods.
They have the workforce, and they can
produce the basle goods for less.”
Already, Smith polnted out, such
large Iindustrial countries as Japan and
Germany are using their advanced
technology to shift to other means of

pi , rather than job
protection,” he sald.

THIS ADVANCED tralning wlil not
necessarily conslst of formal classes,
Smith said. Conferences provide a
great deal of education and allow pro-
Iesslonnls to meet ond share ldeas,
Conferencs which last several days can
take the gulse of a working vacation,
nddlng workers' morale.

p thelr vast p .

also provide workers an

Sandra, works as an {ndependent con-
sultant in the area of plaoning and pro-
gram development,

Smith foraces a time when indlvidu-
als will choose to have several part-”
time carcers Instead of one lull-ume‘
employment. Thls change will be as-
sisted possibly by the udopthm of “flex-—~
time” where the workers choose Lhe!r
own hours of work.

IN ADDITION to changlng work
patterns, Smith also foresces the rise of
several “exotle careers: artificial in-c

must progrnm the machinery), undcr-
sea hotel management, underwater ar-
chaeloglst (75 percent of the Earth is~
water, and the oceans are mankind's fl-
nal frontier), hozardous waste manage- ,.
ment technlclan, industrial robotles |,
productlon wchnlclnu! genetle engi-»,
neer {to devise new mctbods of provid-«
ing food and materials for our fast..
growlng population), electronic com-;

to make tions with
other Indlviduals in thelr field.

With added lelsure time, indlviduals
can choose to have another carcer, a3
Smith himself has chosen, In additlon
to writing and speaking on futurism,
Smith is an educator, and with his wife

dnvelo;r
ers, marketers ncrvlcc and repairmen), .
health and fitness.

Nevertheless, Smith stressed, there,
will till be a need for more traditicnal
types of employment: nnrslng. food ser- |
vice, janitors.

w

Union chief eyes re-election :

James Glass, president of Michigan
AFSCME Council 25, the Amcrican
Federation of State, County and Munlc-
ipal Employces, the largest public-sec-
tor union in the United States, has an-
nounced hls candidacy to retaln the
presidency of his unfon.

Glass made his announcement in a-
seriea of meetings with supporters in”
Lansing, Flint, Southficld and Ann Ar-,,
bar.

AFSCME will hold an October con-
vention in the Dearborn Hyatt Regency
Hote). Terms are four years.
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