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Library chief suspended; probe continues

By Julio Brown
ataft writer

Gordon Lewls bas been suspended
sgithout pay from hiz positien as direc-
tor of the F C Li-

P under Lewls’ 3
A report on the flndings of an audit,
donc by the Plante and Moran account-
ing firm, was reteased at the Thursday
mcﬁ)ng {See rcln!‘ed story.)
]

brary.

Lewis' suspenslon follawed a four-
hour closed meeting Thursday of the
Farmington Community Library Board
of Trustees. Llbrary trustces voted
unanimously at that meeting to
suspend Lewis from his duties as -
brary director.

A declslen was made “to go to a
more formal hearing,” Library Board
president Ernle Sauter sald. That meet-
ing is scheduled for 5 p.m. Wednesday,
May 15.

“Ii'y golng to be a hearlng where
we're going to interview some of the
cmployees, and glve Gordon's atlorney
an opportunity to interview them,” li-
brary trustee Jonathan Grant sald af-
ter the inceting,

Questions have reeently arisen con-
cerning the llbrary system's accounting

Road
fix
eved

By summer’s end, Farmington Hills
residents will see improvements along
four roads which have been targeted
for safety iImprovements,

In o unanimous 7-0 vote last weck,
councli agreed to spend $65,000 on the
improvements that include the addition
andfor completion of passing lanes
along 11 Mlle and 14 Mile roads, and
two separate sections of 13 Mile,

“We would anticlpate we would do
this very qulekly,” sald Tom Biasell, di-
rector of publie servlces.

The improvements are part of the
clty’s anaual road safety improvement
program. The money used to pay for
the Improvements is allocated from the
clty’s major road budget. Money in the
major road budget comes from the
city's share of statc gas and welght tax-
s

Because of the need for the safety
fnsprovements along the designated
roads, city staff are pushing to get the
projects under contract by June, Bl-
asell sald. The projects will be handled
by an enginecring consultant rather
than having them completed by city

Ploase turn to Page 6

By Qary M., Catos
slaff writor

Developer Robert DeMattla an-
nounced plans Friday for a 130-acre in-
dustrial park at M-14 and Beck Road in
Plymouth Township, expected to at-
tract between $40 million and $80 mil-
Hon In development. .

Mattia, ‘based In Farmington
Hills, made the announcement during a
ress conference called to disclose
plans for finishing the construction of
his Metro Weat Industrial Park at Flve
Mile and Sheldon roads.

““['his second industrial park (to be
called Metro West 1Y) s an ambitious
project which will require $4 mililon to

Hills lets city buddies

By Joanne Maliszewoki
slatf wrltor

Despite a new Farmington Hlilz poli-
‘cy charglng non-residents a higher feo
for uslng tha San Marino Golf Course,
Farmington golfers will pay “resident”
green fees.

In a unanimous 7-0 vote last week

chargo non-residents an addtional fee.

Before tho vote was taken, however,
Councllwoman Joan Dudley mads a
plea to include Farmington golfers as
ulmldmu under the proposed fee sched-

e

irm’s {Indings cover
a variety of arcas, including personal

Auditor

By Julle Brown
staff writer

A veport on the findings of the
Plante and Moran accounting firm
was released at the conclusion of
Thursday's meeting of the Farm-
ington Community Library Board
of Trustees,

The audit d fons that

use of llbrary funds, Lewis, who has
been lbrary dircctor since 1974, had
been on an unscheduled “vacation,” fol-
lowlng a closed meeting with the U
brary trustees April 10,

“The impresston that 1 got was that
the questions were answered favor-

ably, that the problems were present-
ed, and they were answered,” Lewls'
attorney, Ashley Lipson, said after
Thursday's mecting.

“No, I'm not satlsfied with that, but I
can underslund, to conduct the addi-
tional investigation, they had to do

that,” he sald of the board’s declslon to
suspend Lewls. “This is not an admis-
slon of gullt.”

Lipson questioned the validity of the
Plante and Moran flndings.

“You can present certafn facts in a
way that things look wrong. When you

findings are revealed

pended without pay at the Thursday
meeting.
Lewis | had been on an un-

a
closed meeting April 10 with library
trustecs.

The following is the text of o let-
ter sent to Ernfe Sauter, president
of the Library Board of Trustees,
Jrom Plante and Moran,

were raised concerning the library
system’s accounting practices. Gor-
don Lewis, director of the Farming-
ton Community Library, twas sus-

is our report on the find-
Ings of the procedures performed for
the Farmington Community Library at
your request, 23 outlined on Exhibit A,
As a result of these procedures, we

present the followlng item’ for your
further evaluation:
® MEMB!

ERSHIPS

Check number 374 was issucd in Feb-
ruary 1985 to tho American Library
Assoclation for a life membership for
Gordon Lewis for $1,445. This chieck
was charged to account number 957-1,
Books, by Mr, Lewis, It appoars that it
should have been charged to account
oumber 957-2, Periodicals, Indexes, So-
cleties. According to the February 1985
Library flnanclal statement, account
957-2 showed a budget ap; {ation of

$18,884, The Books account ahowed a
budgot of $128,500 and expenditures to
date of $68,552, Including the above
check. E

o Compensatory time

1t has been the uaual polley and prac.
tice of the Library, as much as we can
determine, to require that

read this audlt, that’s all you're get-
tng” :

LIPSON ALSO questioned why carll-
cr audits of the library syatem’s flnan-
elal recards have mot uncovered evi-
dence of wrongdoing.

“Then where was Plante and Moran
during the prior clean bills of health? If
somethlng’s wrong, where were they
during the prior audita?”

Personal uses of public money de-
scribed Iy the audlt are “misteading,”
Lipson sald, and only appear question-
able “when you pull them out of con-
text and highlight them.”

Lewls' uses of the money were “not
abpormal,” his attorney said.

“It's still a business, and that busi-

its The

ry time accumulated by employees be
taken off or lost if the accumulated
time exceeded 50 hours. This ltmit was
temporarily suspended during the fis-
cal year because of the extra hours

ness ploy
polnt I'm making is he was catitled to
these things as perks of the job. Perks
may be the wrong word, buslness-relat-
ed functions or whatever,”

{"Perks,” a shortencd form of the

$19,000 and expenditures to date of

Ploase turn to Page 8
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No malor Injuries were reported In a fire Friday afternoon in Farmington Hiils. The fire hit at the alto of the Hillside Estate
ums, enst of Drake Road and north of Grand Rivor Avenue. .

2 Qs SO S R N
RANDY BORBT/staff pholographer
+

R flrefighter,” a foreign object in the eye,
“ton Hills Fire Department.

. Blaze

guis
Hilis
condo

"No major injuries were reported ina
flro that hit o Farmiogton Hiils con-
struction elte early Friday afternoon.

‘There was “one minor Infury of a

sald Lt, Pete Baldwin of the Farming-
“But for oll Intents and purposes, no
uries.”

The construction site for the Hlilside

Estate condominiums is east of Drake
Road and north of Grand River,
“They were cutting a steel beam,”
Baldwin sald. "Subsequently, it caught
the bullding on flre.” The worker was
In the building at the time,

“Just the welder at the time, a5 we
understand it.” The welder was not in-
jured, Baldwin sald.

Ploase turn ta Page 4

develop and will result, when complet-
ed, In & captial Invesiment of at least
$42 million and 3,000 jobs,” he said.

“We will be going to Flymouth
Township within the next week for help
with this project,” sald DeMattia.

More than 100 government offlclals,
business and financiai instituiivo repre-
sentatives attended the conference Fri-
day at the Plymouth Hilton,

“Ventures like this truly do take the
offorts of all — government, business
and lending institutlons,” DeMattia

sald.

He praised the cooperation of town-
ship, county and state offlclals in bring-
ing Metro West I to the polnt whero all
four phases can be completed In the

city of Farmington resldents mare,"
Dudley sald

Dudley reminded councls and admin-  sald

Istrative staff that Farmington Hills
residents have never been charged to

pext 18 months, representing a $6 mil-
Hon tax base increase and the creation

of some 5,000 jobs,

METRO WEST J, now enterlng con-
struction of phase II plants and
warchouses, Is comprised of 216 acres
and will have between $65 miltlon and
3360 sulllicn worih of davalopment
when completed.

“When we sat down and mapped out
a plan to have phase IX of the park
platted within two months, cverybody
though we were chewing jocv weed or
something,” he sald, )

Instead, DeMattla sald he found gov-
ernment officlals interested In econom-
fc development and willing to cut
through red ta)

clal Services Direetor Doug Gaynor.
“¢'s not going to cost us that much,"
Councilman Charles Wiltiams.

Effeclive May 1, residents will pay a

§0-cent increase to play nine or 18
iz Farmngogs pak o i g ek, ikons nd bl
1 didn't pay to use that clty » days, The Increasa docs not apply

Do ey e (Raninglon  "eSdeat seaor adults aod funors

resldents) shouid ba Included In (as res-
tdents) and that may not be budget
wiso, But wo're close enough” .

Councilman Joa Alkateeb agreed.

*] THINK WE should start dovelop-
Ing this fecling that we are ono city.
And one day jt may happen.”

Although specific statistics are una-
vallable, the uso of the courss

. “I'm very d about

F 18 low, 3ald Spe-

by golers who use the

Non-resldenta will pay 50 cents more
than residents.

For example, residents will be
charged $5.50 for nine holeson a week-
day whils non-residents will pay $8.

This is the first time Farmington
Hills has extablished a fee differential
{or nov-realdents,

Approximately 68 percent of the
coursa are resl-
dents, according to a report from tha

p”ay same fee

“Without thelr help, we would have
missed landing a couple of major
firms,”* he said,

One of these is Alsln U.S.A., a Japa-
nese-based electronics and robotics
firm which recently purchased a 10-
acre site In the park. The company, an
sutemotive mupplier, plana to build a
large facility for- manufacturing and
will bring several bundred jobs. They
already have sales offices (n Detrolt.

“The Alsin development represents
all new Jobs, and they plan to fi}1 tho 10

acres up,” DeMattla sald, noting that

Alaln wiil build the Jargest facility ln

the park to date. . b
DeMA'

'TTIA BELIEVES the Plym-
outh Township arca s ooe of the hot-

city’s apcdul‘-en'icm department N
stall.

Until now, clty staff feit that charg-
ing non-residents a differential fee

might eliminate play and cut the de- .

mand by residents who might play
r%t;ne:l’s with pon-residents, the report
added, - .

Part of the tEnuon for the new feo
differential policy. stems from com-

plaints by residents that they bave dif- .|+
ficulty getting teo time, according to™

there ; o .
Thep?:; differcntinl may eliminate

soms non-resident playing.and conse-

uently make the course more avail- *

q

ablo for residents, the report Indicated.
In addition, residents are paying for

the purchase of the course throu

thelr taxes, Gayrior told council.

test industrinl places in the state. De-
mand for sites in Metro Weat I, accord-
Ing to him, is incredible.

Situated close to the cast/west M-14,
and north/south I-276 expressways,
DeMattia says this area has the most to
offer In western Wayne County.

“Besides the expressways, we are
close to the alrports, raliroads, the Unie
versity of Michigan, and the area can
provide the people needed for a work
force,” hasald.

Tho residential areas of Plymouth
and Northville alse provide inceatives

for companies to locate-ln Metro West,

as well as the local governments’ will-
ingness to provide tax and financial ln.
centives, he sald. .

uilder sees thousands of jobs in new development

It s for those reasons that DeMattia .
belleves Metro West II can fly. The
proposed park will be between M.14
and the C&O railroad tracks, west of

Becl

“This is the future area of western
Wayne County,” he sald.
The deve‘lopf: pla’;la‘to get the land,

wilh 5 siesed on Thuradew, sesoned

for light industrial and office use, On
the 80 to 100 lots he plans to land “non-
smoke-stack industries,” offices and re-
search bulldings.
“I imngine the process to get thls
through will take one year,” he said, -
DeMattia recently made a telp to Ja-
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Cable Gonnection. . .

. BA
Community Calendar . . 78
inslde Angles . . . . . . 3A .
Obltuarles . . « v« <o

2A

Oral Quarrel . . . . 10-11A
NEWSLINE . . ., . 477-5460
, HOME DELIVERY , 581-0500
CLASSIFIED ADS . 581-0800

“FANTASTICI”
“Over 50 calls! 1 will recommend
you to friends and | will use you
agalnl” O. Whalen waa dolightod
with the rosults of the HOUSE TO
RENT Observer & Eccentric Nows-
popers Classified ad placed, Atter
running In two_othor pepers, ha
recelved tha response ho needed|




