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This week's Orat Quarrel ques-
tlon asked readers: What do you
think of the presldent's decision to
visit the cemetery at Bithurg?

Followlog are the responses:

The President's action makes a sim-
ple statement ‘recognlzing our two
countries over war and its consequenc-
es. ‘This action docsn't condone wrong-
ful acts. He shows only that he under-
stands how God wants us all to hate the
;ln but Tove the sinner before we are all
ost.

I think it much to do about nothing.
After all these men have been dead for
over 40 years, Besldes wheee were all
these patriotic Americans when the
Communist actress, Jance Fonda, went
over ta Hanol and was wined and dined
by those Communist leaders while our
men were belng tortured in the prison
camps?

I think President Reagan is right and
he is thinking of what God wants him to
do. Who In the world is better than
Reagan? Not the Democrats I bope.

1 think it is an awfu} lot of hoopla.
It's just not necessary, We can forgive
the Victnam protesters, We can forglve
Jane Fonda. We buy Japanese cars.
Why can't we put this in the back-
ground and forgive and forget and start
anew and try to live harmoniously? We
can't possibly have this thrown in our
face year affer year after year, Peaple
are getting tired of it.

What does it matter, the Jews are
doing the same tuing to the Palestini-

ans which was done to them, so he
should also see a Palestinian death
camp, which ks more commonly known
as Isracll prison.

This is something that bappencd 40
years ago which the Jews are com-
plalning about but If you look today the
Jews are dolng the same exact thing to
PalestInian people.

1 don't really think there Is anything
wrong with it. He knows what he s
dolng.

Even though there has been some re-
conciliatlon between Germany and the
United States, Presldent Reagan made
a very bad cholce to visit the cemetery.

I don't mind the fact that he Is going,
1am just angry that he ks comlng back.

11fecl the Prestdent's declslon to con-
tinue to vislt the Bltburg Cemetery is
wrong. He may have sald yes unknow-
ingly but after all this upsurgance, he
should have backed down and not wor-
ry about losing face.

1 think President Reagan should visit
Bitburg. I agree with hls decislon.

°
‘There's no problem at all.

1 think President Reagan is setting a
perfect example for future presidents
on not what to do.

1 think Presldent Reagan should go
ahead and visit Bitburg. 1 think people
are making a big tn do about nothing.
There is nothlng wrong with what he ls
doing.

I am a combat veteran in the Euro-
pean War and I know that mest of the
common German soldlers were just
dolng their job as we were. However
the Walf{cn SS men were a bunch of sa-
vages wha shouldn’t even be buried in a
saldlers cemetery. The President can
go there i{ he wants to as long as he
promises the thousands of ald vets to
splt on those SS butchers graves for us.

1 think that it Is a disgrace to the
people of the United States for the
President Lo visit the Nazi cemetery. It
is a dishonor to the vecterans who
fought for this country to observe the
president of their country to visit a
Nazl cemetery cspecially when its
overwhelming odds agalnst the people
that are against this vislt.

.
The other German soldiers that prob-

ably didn’t want to go to war anymore
than our American soldlers are not
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gullty by assoctation with the bodies of
SS soldlers. I think they deserve rever-
ence. We also have My Lai and we
don't feel all our soldiers were to
blame for that — only those who par-
tletpated. I think he should have gone.

1 am a disabled veteran of World
War I and I am appalled that my pres-
fdent would visit the cemetery of Ger-
man soldiers. There are other ways to
show friendshlp to Germany and not to
bring dishonor to the veterans of the
United States and all the United States
cltizens.

Reagan has made a big mistake,
Now he 1s in 50 deep, he doesn't want to
Jose face because of his declslon. His
own close advisors tried to change his
mind, I truly think Reagan didn't know
all the facts of who was buried at Bit-
burg. Whoever sct up his inerary is at
fault. Reagan should have been well
versed with it enough to notice the
global inpact. His ego Is taking hlm to
Bitburg not his better judgement.

God speed for Presldent Reagan, He
should go there forthwith, lay a wreath

and let us forget some of the un-
pleasantrles of World War H. Every-
body that is moanlng and groaning
about all this, shoutd be worried not of
the slx thousand Jews that died but of
the other 20 to 40 million that probably
perished in the war that will probably
never be counted.

As a veteran with a disability of
World War II, T think it is disgraceful
that he should be visiting a German
cemetery. For reconcilation, be should
be visiting Konrad Adenauer's grave.
He could have vislted the anti-nazis.
Some comment should be made for the
12 milllon people who went through
coneentration camps, The Jews, which
was a tragedy, and the six milllon
Chrlstinns,

1 think It is perfectly disgusting that
the President of the United States s
visitlng Bitburg rather than Dachau.
Dachau is not just a concentration
camp where people of minorities dled,
also Germans who were purged dled at
Dachau. It is absolutely the most insen-
sitive, disgusting act in recent years.
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1 think hls visit to Bltburg is OK and
1 can't imagine the big uproar. After all
we did bomb Hiroshima and we still
trade with Japan.

1 would like to say that I approve of
the Reagan visit. As a Christlan, my
reason ls that forgive and forget the
past.

Hls declsion is disgusting. He ls pla-
cating the Germans the way the
French dld and other countries dld be-
fore and during World War IL

1t would be imposslble to find a cem-
etery in Europe that did riot have a few
members of the SS burled there. The
war has been over for 40 years, men
dying on both sldes for different ldeals
and causes, It is time we put all the
problems behind us and go forward,

My only comment [s, thank God the
world Ls such great shape that the only
thing we have to worry about is
whether or not Reagan goes to Bitburg.
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