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Dancing more than showing off, wearing tutus

By Loraine McClish
staff wrlter

A dancer who has been teaching for
nine years has opened up her own stu-
dio now in downtown Farmington,
where her first teacher taught dance.

“When my sister and I were little
klds, about six and seven, we went to
Shirley Bush Schoot of Dance In the
Grand Rlver-Greenfleld area,” sald
Barbara Hatch, whose school now oc-
cupies the spaclous second floor at
33316 Grand River, “Shirley moved her
school to Farmington about the same
time our famlly moved here, and when
she left 1 was ready to break off on my
WD

And cven though the studio has enty
been reopened under its new name for
a few weeks, Hateh sald ber students
will be ready for the traditivial end-of-
the-year June recital.

“Recitals are a Jot more than putting
on o tutu and showing off. All of the

discipline in dance, the commitment, is
wound up In the performance,” she
sald. "Dance is a performing art and
all students must have the opportunity
to take the logical step from classroom
to stage. Sure, they show off some of
what they have learned In class, but
they do this under real condltions, with
a real audicace, real lghts and ap-
lause.

“The confldence thls bullds can hard-
ly be overstated. When a chlld can get
up and dance in front of hundreds of
strangers, theré is no lmit to that
child's potential.”

HATCH EARNED her finc arts de-
gree from Marygrove College, where
the program Included studies In afl
areas of dance educallon. From there,
she took up studles at City Center Jof-
frey Ballet in New York,

She has performed with Dance De-
trolt, Detrolt Symphony Orchestra and
Michigan * Opera  Theatre, and has
chorcographed a long string of musl-

cals for community theater produc-
tlons throughout the entire metro area.

Hatch's sister, Mary Ellen Masak,
has a similar background and opencd
up her own studlo In Detroit several

years ago.

Hatch fllled in as teacher for the
Masak studlo when that was getting un-
der way, and Masak travels to Farm-
ington now to teach a few classcs here.

The slsters both teach the Russlan
method of classical ballct, pointe, the
toe dance for those who have achieved
the necessary classlcal technlque, pre-
bailet and pretap, jazz, and acrobic ex-
crclses,

“Our students range from 3 to about
30 years [n age now, but whoever
wants to dance, I'll show them how.
Juzz 13 the most popular class for
adults, but there's always speclal class-
cx given when a fad comes along.
We've glven them for break dancing
and flash dance and we'll be ready for
whatever comes next,” Hatch said.

WHILE JAZZ s the most popular
class for adults, gymnastlcs is the most
popular one with the teens,

“Gymnastles classes are a must for
any well-rounded out dance studlo
now,” Hatch safd. “We're not pushing
for any Olymplc stars and we don't
have slx days of class for the rigldity
that competitlon demands. Our classes
are [Wled with kids whe want to galn
aghlity, kids who do It for the fun of it,
and the klds who want to make the
cheerlcading team.”

Klm Dennis, who coaches junlor high
and high school cheerleaders and has 2
dance background, heads up the gym-
nastics classes in Barbara Hatch
School of Dance.

“She glves the kids a wide range of
sclections for whatever they want to
attain, and we can do that becouse we
like all classes to be limited to 10 kids,
Most of them are limlted to from six to
cight students because I think that's an
ideal number,” Hatch sald.

Educators aid parents in aiding.their children

A comprehensive set of materials to
help parents prepare children and stu-
dents to be successful in schoot Is avail-
able from National Education Assocla-

tlon,

The materials, developed by the
NEA's Professional Library, fall into
three main categories: A series of
workbooks almed at helplng parents

prepare very young children for school;
{ips to help parents and teachers make
the most of parent-teacher conference
and serles of pamphlets that give par-
ents advice on a broad rasge of school

pics.

“The materials are part of an ongo-
Ing effart by NEA to get parenis more
involved in their children's educatlon,”
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sald Mary Hatwood Futrell, president
of the 1.7-miilion-member assoclation.

The NEA school preparation materi-
als include “How to Prepare Your
Chlld for Schooel,” “Learning the Alpha-
bet,” “How Leiters Make Words,”
“Helpihg Your Child Read,” “Shapes
and Patterns," “Numbers and Count-

ing," “Learning to Add" and “Learming
to Subtract.”

The parent-teacher conference mate-
rlals include brochures that brief par-
ents on how they can have a

“1 sald therc wasn't vigldity (n those
classes and there isa‘t, but there Is dis-
cipline In all classes, as well as the
grace, the polse, the enjoyment of the
performing arts through dance.”

Hateh has been taking her students
to perform in Founders Festlval every
year since she's been teaching, and
says they will be there agaln this July.

And she has her reeltal date scheduled
for 8 p.m. June 27 in Wallace Smith
Theatre of the Performing Arts on Or-
chard Ridge Campus, Oakland Comrmu-
nity College.

Studio hours are {rom 4-10 p.m.:
weekdays where Hatch can be reached
for Inquirics by ealllng 476-7074. Her
home phone is 471-2759,
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conference with o teacher and recom-
mend communicatlon techniques for
both parents and teachers.
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RAMADA HOTEL

26225 Telegraph Road - Southfield, Michigan 46034

Enjoy our all-you-can-eat
buffet on Sunday, May 12th,
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
the price is *10.50 adults, *9.50
senior citizens and *5.95 children
under 10. You’ll be tempted by our’
delicious omelettes and Belgian
waffles made to order, not to men-
tion dozens of other sumptuous
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