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Rarely can the average person pass
a day without reading ar hearing about
drug or zlcohol abuse and its place in
American soclety,

With attentlon and coneern Increas-
ingly drawn from nations around the
world the Unlted States scems hardly
alene In its fight against adolescent
substance abuse.

Giving welgbt to the notlon that drug
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educated

By Joanno Maliszowaki
staff writer

The Bahamas and the Unlted States
are faclng 2 similar problem when it
comes to adolescent substance abuse,

“There is not much differcnce,” sald
Theophllus Cox, primary school princi-
pal in Nnssau, Bahamas. “The problem
scems to be basleally the same.”

- Geography Is a good part of the rea.

son why the United States and the
Bahamas share similar problems with
drug abuse, Cox sald.

The Bahamas, Cox said, is the mid-
polnt Caribbean stop in the South
American shipment of illegal drugs to
the United States.

abuse Is a growlng world problem, 17
Flrst Ladles and representatives from
at least 51 natlons recently gathercd
for a drug abuse control conference in
Atlanta,

“The purpose is to bring together all
the people from all over the United
States and the world to report what Is
new In the adolescent drug abuse
{leld,” sald Greta Mackler, project di-
rector for the Birmingham-based Mich-
jgan Communities in Action (MCA).
“They really bring together the flnest

Theophilus Cox
particularly to parents.

“This i3 new,” Cox sald.
BECAUSE IIE he ls intcrested in
fon and
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Like the United States youth, those in
the are with “a
comblnatlon of preblems — alcohol,
marijuana and coeaine,” Cox sald.

While drugs arc inexpensive to buy
in the Babamas, Cox sald, treatment
for the addictlon ls very expensive.

“For those who purchase It, it's rela-
tively cheap,” he sald, “And some of
them don't really purchase it.

“We are o drug shipment center.
‘They stop here. In 50 doing, some na-
tives are aware of the flnanclal gain.
It's sold, Some kids just get it (free)
from the young adults.”

Drug abuse treatment methods in the
Bahamas are simllar, “but not as elab-
orate,” as those used in the Unlted
States, Cox sald.

Unlike in the United States, indlvidu-
al treatment centers don't exist in the
Bahamas but some hospitals contaln
treatment unlts or services, he added.

Parent education programs and ser-
vices such as Farmington Fainllles (n

prog: Cox Intends to go back to the
Bahamas and Investigate ways of im-
plementing seme of the {deas he plcked
up here In the states.

“When I go back I have to report on
the whole program (the international
conference in Atlanta),” Cox said. “I'm
not sure exactly how it's going to be
done.”

“Here's Looking At You Too” Is one
of the programs which captured his in-
terest while in the United States, Cox
sald. The program is actually a com-
plete curriculum in a kit with teaching
alds and charts that can be used to
teach students in grades kindergarten
theough 12th about drug use, he added.

The educational kit includes teacking
alds, charts and other things that can
be used in class to teach students about
drugs.

The treatment centers he traveled to
in the Unlted States nlso captured his
Interest, Cox said. He was particularly

Action and C
Actlon are not prevalent in the Baha-
mas, Cox sald.

But at least enc program does exist.
1t's called Drug Action Service and is
designed to provide drug education,

with a center called “The
Vlilage,” In Miami.

“The patlents arc called residents.
They live-In. When they are proven to
be drug-free they can go back Into socl-
cty,” Cox sald,
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minds in the world to share thelr ex-
portise.”

Sponsored by PRIDE (Parent Re-
source Information on Drug Educa-
tlon), a national center which helps
grass-root drug educatlonal groups like
Farmington Families In Actlon (FFA),
the conference brought together pro-
smlonnln as well as parents and atu-

ents.

SHARING INFORMATION didn't
stop at the end of the three-day Atlanta
conference.

ltalian
viewpoint

By Joanno Maliszewaki
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Dr, Annalisa Chicrici can rattle off
statistics of age groups, types of drugs,
and methods of treatment used n Italy
wlth hardly taking a breath,

And there's little doubt she knows
her stuff,

A psychologist with the Famlly Advi-
sory Bureat in & Mllan suburb, Chlericl
Is part of a sevcn-person committee of
medical and soclal workers in the Mi-
lan district national heaith service

- which sponsors a drug abuse preven-

tlon program for 14- to 21-years-olds.

Chiericl also has collaborated with
the Institute of Psychology at the Unl-
versity of Milan Medical School in drug
problem study groups since 1979,

“We have a great problem with
heroln much more than alcohol,” she
sald, “And we're having an Increase
with cocaine, We know marifuana is
used by the young perhaps not so much
as here."

‘The 15-25 age group sulfers the most
drug abuse, Chicrici sald. But it doesn't
stop there, What she's found recently (s
that more drug abuse problems are
ahowing up In youngsters of about 10-
11 years old.

AND WITH an emotlonal tone that
seems to almost suprise herself, Chierl-
cl told of & 9-year-old child found with
severe drog addletion.

While there's a dlfference between
young Americans and Italians in the
type of drugs most readlly used, the
desperation and push for solutions to
the problems are the same in the two

countries,

“It's quite difflcult. But it's import-
ant to cooperate with each country. We
have to fight together,"” she sald.

That means sharing medical infor-
matlon, treatment, methods and pre-
ventlon ideas.

i
it

T

i

I/uﬂ’ﬁ,’ﬁf
f

/ ﬂﬁ’ i
f; i I';’/};,’I’llr';

Know someone doing something no-
table? Let us know. Write: Inside An-
gles, Farmington Observer, 33203
Grand River, Farmington 48024.

ONE NEW MAPLE tree and 10 scedlings
of varlous types were planted in Drake Park by
members of Farmington Beautlfication Committee
in observance of Arber Day. Next project for the
besutlflers (s their annual plant and flower sale
when the blossoms will surround the fountain in
Downtown Shopping Center May 17-18. The sale be-
gins ot 10 a.m, Friday and closes down when the
sold-out slgn goes up Saturday.

LAURA KOTZIERS, daughter of Allan
and Mary Lou Kotziers of Farmington Hills and a
1884 graduate of North Farmingtoo High School,
has been elected to the Alpha Lambda Delta Honor
Soclety at Purdue University where she is studylng
nuclear e was also d as an
academically distinguished student by the Depart.
ment of Freshmen Engineering Staff.

NORTH FARMINGTON High School's
“vocal music department chulked Up &noihes winser
this spring when the Women's Ensemble tech the
top spot In the state among high schoo! female sing-
ing groups. The ensemble is directed by Joan
MacKenzie whose vocal students have been win-
ning contests and scholarships all spring. The com-
petition was sponsored by Michigan Schools Vocal
Association.

MARK W. FERTIG, son of Rose Mario
and Blll Fertig of Farmlogton Hills and a junlor at
Cathollc Central High School, recelved a second-
place award in the Englneering Falr of Metropoli-
tan Detrolt, recently held at Cobo Hall, Hls project
‘was titled “Compu-Sonar; Measuring Distance by
Computer."”

© JENNIFER E. BUSS, daughter of Mr. and
‘Mrs. William T. Wilkins of Northville, formerly of
:Farmington Hills, has been commended by Roy V.
‘Wood, dean of Northwestert Unlversity’s School of
5 , for Ished }

-during winter ., Jennifer 15 past president of
‘her residentlal college and serves as president of
‘the Residential College Board of Northwestern. ghe
ialso slnga In the Unlversity Chorus.

i JAMES THILL, zon of Mr, and Mrs, Virgll
Thill of Farmington Hills and a 1074 graduate of

North Farmlngton High School, will receive his
doctor of medicine degree from Oral Roberts Uni-
versity. He will serve his resldency at Henry Ford
Hospltal.

KAREN LYNN STOYCHOFF, daughter
of Eleanor and Richard Stoychoff of Farmington
Hills and a 1978 graduate of North Farmington
High School, was recently hired as a production as-
slstant for WDIV-TV 4. Karen is a Michigan State
alumna with a bachelor’s degree in communica-
tions and telecommunications, Karen helps produce
the natlonally syndlcated eable talk show “Telling
Secrcts with Dr. Sonya Friedman.”

GEORGE MAJOROS JR., a 1879 gradu-
ate of North Farmington High School, has been ap-
pointed staff managing editor of the Case Western
Law Review for 1085-88. Upen completion of his
second year at Case Western Reserve Law School
this May, he will be employed as a law clerk for the
firm of Jones, Day, Reavis and Pogue. He will be,
dividiog his summer between the Dallas, Texas,
and Los Angeles offices, -

CATHY RENNETT, daughter of Gerald
and Millle Bennett of Farmington Hills and a grad-
uate of Farmington High 5chool, is working toward

“ her doctorate In Los Angeles. Cathy waa recently

on the TV show “Name That Tunc” and won a VHS
Video Cassette Recorder, a portable TV, a trip to
Las Vegas, Skyway luggage, a Touch Tone Tele-
phone System, his and her Helbros Sport Watches,
plus money.

THOSE PLANNING WEEKEND get-
aways or mini vacations can add a now dimenslon *
to thelr travel by :‘xmpunz u:g bed and 5"3:?’&

newly. p £
Breakfast 1o Michigan and Surrounding Arcas, has
128 pages describing lons and private homes which
have adopted this centuries-old European ravel
tradition, Tho book, by Norma Buzan and Bert
Howell, is avallable from Betsy Rosy Publications,
3057 mu{mm Drive, Bloomtield Hills 48013, Cost
of the book i3 $8.25 which Includes postage. !

-~ BARBARA SCHEFFLER, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Scheffler of Farmington ,
vecently rocelved the Outstanding Mathematiclan
Award from Eastern Michigan University. In addl-
tion, she recelved the Hilton G, Falahee and Regent
Scholar Awards. Barbara {3 a junlor majoring in
mathematics and computer sclence and has main.
tained a 4,0 grade point averagé.

Visitors share ideas in drug

of g
programs, psychologlsts, educators and
other professionals from the 51 natlons
stayed In the Unlted States for about a
month to gather even more Informa-
tion to take back to their homelands.

“How interested they must be to
spend the money and the time in thls,”

sald Betty Nicolay, presldent of FFA.

How the FFA works and makes its
presentations to parents and young-
sters way cause cnough last week to
bring three of the Internationnl guests

Annalisa Chlericl

Comparing the entire drug scenario
in the United States and Italy is easy.

Crime, partlcularly burglaries, rob-
berfes und Jarcenles are commosplace
in both countries as a means for getting
money to buy drugs, Chiericl said,

‘That all economle and social classes
and age groups are involved with drugs
1a another similarity between the two
nations.

Other simltarities include the myriad
of treatment methods and the ever-ac-
companying controversy surrounding
the methods. Both natlons share slmi-
tar types of treatment unlts as well as
the use of volunteers, parents and
teachers In the push to prevent more
ymllll;g peaple from making drugs a way
of llfe.

BEFORE PREVENTION can be re-
ally successful, however, Chierlel be-
lleves it's important to know how drugs
affect human belngs and why people,
especlally the young, turn to drugs.

“Tg prevent, il's important to know
why,” Chieriel sald.

One project In Italy that's about two
years old, but nonetheless is making
headway in preventlon, is a plan Insti-
tuted by the government, she said,

Physiclans, social workers, psycholo-
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to Farmington Hilla. The trio also apent
time In Ann Arbor and Birmingham, as
well as Callfornla, Washington, D.C,,
and Florida,

"“The parent movement Is worklng,”
sald Nicolay, about the guests' interest
in Involving parents In the fight against
drug abuse. .

Ushered around the state by Mackler
and Ann Hansen, MCA petwork direc-
tar, the visltors were from Milan, Italy;
Quite, Ecuador; and Nassau, Bahamas.

Global
problem

By Joanno Maliszowski
stalf writer

Ask Silvin Laufer if substance abuse
problems In the United States and Ec-
uador are aimilar and immedlately she
shakes her head.

“No. You are the consumers, We are
the suppllers,” said the director of the
Natfonal Drug Abuse Prevention Con-
trol Program in Quite, Ecuador,

Acknowledglng those facts, however,
in no way means the goverament of
Ecuador condones the manufacture
xlndd export of illcgal drugs, Laufer
sald.

While Inj about

“Our guests were here to sce what
they can take back to their own coun-
tries,” Mackler said.

Visitors Annalisa Chierict, a psychol-
oglst; Silvia Laufer, director of a drug
preventlon program; and Theophlius
Cox, a primary school principal repre-
senting the Bahamian Miolstry of Edu-
catlon, were Interviewed by the Ob-
server and asked to discuss the adoles-
cent substance abuse problems in their
homelands.

R
Siivia Laufer

“You have much more meney for

the extent of drug adbuse among the
young In Ecuador, Laufer said that “al-
cohol use and cigarettes are a big prob-
lem.”

The American cigarette and liquor
corporatlons are sendlng thelr wares to
Ecuador and other South Amecrican
cauntrics, she sald.

“The

p " she said,

Prevention In Ecuador attacks a
broad range of lifestyles and attitudes
rather than one problem, such as drug
abuse, Laufer sald.

“It's a lifestyle, a way of considering
how to live,” she sald. “We educate
people to look forward, to develop attl-
tudes and behavior that won't harm

B are now
making big money,” Laufer said, point-
Ing to sophlsticated advertising cam-
paigns, many dirccted toward the
yOUng consumer,

SAYING THAT use of clgarettes
and alcohol are the big draw for Ecua-
dor's young, Laufer said the govern-
ment Ls also working on drug abuse,
particularly In trylng to prevent it.

“We don’t have much of a problem,”
Laulfer said. “We have to prevent it.

“It's soclal, cultural and historical,”
she sald, referring to the roots of sub-
stance abuse.

Emphasis is placed on prevention,
Lauler sald. But prevestion programs
in Ecuador are not a3 narrow in pur-
pose or scope a8 in the United States. -~

Unlike the Unlted States, Laufer
sald, Ecuador does not have a lot of
money to devote to a myriad of preven-
tion programs.

Prevention can take two forms,
Laufer sald. The first is ncgatlve pre-
vention which basically says “don’t do
it The second and Laufer’s preferred
form is the positive approach.

"“This tet's children develop.”

THE IDEA bchind the positive form
of prevention, she sald, is to encourage
children to look ahead in thelr lives and
11l themselves with the good (hings in
life so much so that there Is no need to
100k to drugs or alcohol to {11l the gaps.

Laufer sald she Is convinced that
gulding and showing children how to
reach out to the “positive” aspects of
1ife Is far more beneficial to them than
pmgra'm: which simply say “don’t use

"When you prevent {In the posltive
way), you prevent a child for any prob-
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