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Expert tells how her country deal

Continuod from Page 3 .

glsts and nurses scattered throughout
the country are working cooperatively
under government sponsorship to pro-
vide an answer to drug abuse and to
further prevention programs.

"“In this unlt we have a plan of pre-
ventlon to help young people to get in-
volved In something interesting, sports,
cte.,” Chlerlci sald.

What Chlericl and other experts are
findIng, she said, is that young people
today are uslng drugs because they are
curlous, bored or slmply because it's
fashionable,

Providing young people with other
outlets, such as sports or the theater,
for thelr curfosity and boredom ls one
method used In diverting young people
away from drugs, Chlerici said.

The reasons young people use drugs
is a far cry from the counterculture
drug movement of the 19603, she sald.

Tracing the present roots of drug
abuse in Italy (also similar to the Unlt-
ed States), Chlerlel talked about the
protest years of the 1960s when the
counterculture movement dominated
the drug scene. Then came what Chierl-
ct calls “the mood of delusions™ — the
period foltowing 1968 when those In the
counterculture  movement reallzed

nothing in soclety had really changed.
“Drugs were kind of a refuge then,”
she sald.

“Que physicians are not so sure about
thls,"” she added.

“Now we sce users are p
Chiericl contlnued. “And it's not politl-
cal. But we are also seeing an Increase
of people who use drugs without being
destroyed.”

For those who are beyond the pre-
ventlon stage of the drug scenarlo, Ita-
ly offers scveral types of treatment
centers.

ONE PARTICULAR treatment cen-
ter has been criticlzed for the use of
methadone [n helping kick the heroln
hablt, Chlerlel said.

Italy also has what Chlerlel called
H tonl " Thes

]
are large family-type settings where
young people “live for long periods of
time." With help In kicking the hablt,
the addlcts also “try to find out about
themselves,” she sald,

This type of center, Chiericl said,
goea beyond treating the drug habit.
The program involves helping young
people conslder their lives, their ambi-
tlons and skiils. The youths also work
to flnd out why they started taking
drugs and how to solve the problems or
attitudes that led them to drugs.

Ecuadorian takes a world view

Cantlnued fram Pagae 3
lem of his lifetime.”

Unilke preventlon programs in the
United States which arc often carried

out by local parent and community or-
ganlzations, programs in Ecuador are
presented In school classes, Laufer
said.

Condo catches fire

Contlnund from Page 1

THE CALL on the flrc came into the
department at approxlmately 12:30

pm.

“We'll say 25 people,” Baldwin said
when asked how many firefighters
were on the scene. “We haven't golten
to the polnt where we've got all our re-
ports in, so it’s Just a guess now.”

Damage cstimates for the condomin-
jums were not avallable Friday.

*rhere's one completely lost, and the
next one looks llke about half," Flre
Chlef Richard Marinuccl sald at the
scene. “We calied out all four of our
stations, just in case, because we have
a large potential, as you can see.”

“I’s difficult to estimate,” Baldwin
said of the damage. Damage caused by
fires at construciton sites varies ac-
cording to the stage of constructlon.

“Only the builder would know exact-
ly what the loss is.”
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Partleutarly with the cmphasls on
preventlon In Ecuador, Laufer says she
would like to be able to use some of the
drug and atcobol education films she

saw while vlsiting the Unlted States.

“The United States has a good supply
of flims but they are very expensive,”
Lavfer said,
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"When they have achieved some rea-
sonable dimenslon (progress), they go
to the university,"” Chlerici said.

Going to the unlversity in ftself is a
great success for the youths In the
therapeutlcal communitles because
many of them that come to the center
have braln damage because of the
drugs, Chierlel sald.

One such therapeutical communlty
that has shown a great success is also
one which has reccived a lot of critl-
cism because of the “strong methods”
used by the man who runs it, Chleriei
sald.
“Not everyone agrees. But we sce
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how many students have been helped,”
she added, t
Other programs offered to the youth
of Italy [nctude one spansored by an In-
stitute of Psychology and the Lions'
Club of Milan. This is a “planned inter-",
ventlon program” for 9- and 10-year-
olds which s similar to & Farmlngton *
Famllles in Action group, Chiericl sald. « .
This partleular program Is unique In; }
that actors present a show or skit to'the’ :
young kids that ls designed to get the
idea of staying away from drugs across;
without actually directly talking about”
drugs, she said. N
“The thought is that to talk directly
could raise curiosity,” Chicrici said.
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