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Missed fiyballs, o dead possum in the outileld
and players goeping after just one spin around

the bases can leave a litlle league coach shrugg-
ing his shouldera.

A day at baseball practice

By Barry Franklin
specin) wrlter

ago. I plcked up the phone and
listencd as a deep volce said,
“Hcllo, Mr. Franklin, this is
your son’s Little League bascball
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coach. We have a meeting
for ali the parents at my home on
Tuesday cvening, 8:30 sharp. Please
be there, if possible.”

1 arrived at the meeting to find a
rather small parent turnaut, conslder-
ing the number of bays on the team.

The manager admitted to ug that
this was hls first year of coaching Lit-
tle League basehall and that he was
adjusting to many of the rules and
regulations.

“SOME OF (hese 8- and 9-ycar-old
boys may have a year of play under
thelr belts,” ke sald. “For many oth-
ers, this wlil be thelr inftlal cxposure
to organlzed baseball, I want It to be
a positive experience for them.

“In thls league, the parents should
never criticize the coach, the umplre
and, above all, the child, Regardless
of how they perform, or what they do,
we need to glve these boys as much
encouragement as we can.”

The coach Informed us that each
player should need a baseball glove

as well as a Jockstrap. Each boy was
also to bring a bascball to the first
practice session to bolster the
league's equipment arsenal.

I was unable to attend the flrst
practice sesslon and arrived late at
the second. Nevertheless, I was able
to galn several Impresslons of the inl-
tial player talent — and the tremen-
dous potentlal for improvement.

THE COACH hlt casy ground balls
to several boys In the Infield. Two
bays continued a conversation during
the flelding practice. Needless to say,
many balls hit In their direction were
missed.

Simllarly, pop flies often were
dropped. Some boys misjudged them;
others were simply not paylng atten-
tion to the task at hand. Oue in partic-
ular bad gathered a handful of dande-
Itens while playing the outfleld.

Another outficlder seemed preoc-
cupled with adjusiing hls newly ac-

quired athletie supporter.

Near the end ol practice, the coach
suddenly looked up to find almost half
the team gathered In a distant ob-
seure corner of the outfield, “Hey,
you guys, what arc you dolng out
there?" the coach sereamed.

“There’'s a dead 'possum on the
ground out here,” one boy responded,
“There’s a milllon files on it," yelled
another boy.

“Forget about the "possum and the
flies, and let’s get back to practice,”
the coach sald.

LATER THE coach had all the boys
run bases, Some failed to step on the
bases as they ran.

Just once araund and many were
fatigued, breathlng deeply. Clearly
they had a great deal of physical con-
ditioning ahecad before they would be
in shape for (he season.

As they boys left the field that eve-
ning, the coach told them (hat, for the
most part, they had done a super job.

“You guys just need to concentrate
a tittle more on basebal),” he sald.

Barry Franklin of Farmington
Hills is codirector of cardiac re-
habilitation at Sinai Hospital and
on the health faculties of two col-
leges.
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Flowers?? Balloons!!
HEART BALLOON BOUQUETS FOR MOM

~FEATURING-
&3 Our incredible 3 foot heart with basket ot

P Our ever popular heart bouquet with baskat
of candy. Hand dellvered locally.
W Our floating hearts in a box shipped

We also feature
Hummel, Lladro,
Anri, Preclous

by
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Issue Price
Large selection of Hibel  *29.50
Nates, lithos and music
Boxes: HOURS;
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] v A CASUAL FAMILY DINING WITH SPMRITS
"TREAT RON FOR MOTHER'S DAY

; TO A LAZY LION SPECIAL!

N Serving for Breakfast:

Eggs Benedict with fruit

or Bring the whole family for Chicken Dinner!
g with dresds/ng, gravy, twice baked potato

tSouth side of Ochaed L. RJ.
berween Telegeaph & Middiebelt)

*3.95

*6.95

ORCHARD LAKE ROAD

The YENKEE CARPENTER
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Maple or Pine
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BUD VASES
from *3%

Mother’s Day Specials

CORSAGES
from ’1'5

[ FRESH FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS srom *12.95 |

TERRARIUMS AND
DISH GARDENS

from ’995

ROSES from $5.95 A DOZEN ]

Don’t Be Disappointed...
ORDER EARLY

477-4333

10%

» PROM SPECIAL -

DISCOUNT FOR ALL |
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
ON PROM FLOWERS

Located In:
477-4333
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PLUMBIRG » HEATIKG # AIR COKDITIOMING « SERVICE & INSTALLATION o LICENSED & INSURED

Early

Speciall

15 POINT

AIR CONDITIONING$29.95,

CLEAN & CHECK

BAUSH CLEAN CONDENSER COIL

INSTALL GAUGES & CHECK OPERATING PAESSURES
CHECK VOLTAGE & AMPERAGE TO ALL MOTOAS
CHECK AIR TENP DROP ACROSS EVAPORATOR

caLL

nc.  855-5004

Bird

courLETE
PARTE OR MATERIALS EXTAA

CHECK FOR
LUBRICATE ALL MOVING

CHECK FILTERS

-

CALL FOR YOUR APP
OFFERS

CHECK BELT & ADJUST TENSION

CHECK SAFETY PRESSURE SWITCHES
CHECK STARTING RELAY CONTACTS

CHECK AIR TEWMP ACROSS CONDENSER .
CHECK CONDENSAYE TUBIRG

CHECK ELECTRICAL LOCK-QUT CIRCUITS

CHECK RUNKING OPERATION

T
PARTS

CLEAN & ADJUST. THERMOSTAT
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BIRD KITEE%T

All kites are hand made of rip-stop nylon and
fiberglass rods. Very good flyers and a tug on the line
causes the wings to flap! Besides that, they're

#

DEACON'S BENCH

JUSTIN TIME FOR MOM
SAVE 10% to 15%

oo

OINTMENT EARLY!

DXPIREJUNE 30, the

beautiful.

5%2" Sea Gulls (Also in Colors) 315

Geese %20

Big £agles on Order
DON SMITH » KITE MAKER « TROY » 646-3971

f Mandasin House
4G (hinese Fostausant M ¢

FOR PLOPLE WHO KNOW.
AUTHENTIC OAIENTAL FOOD
* WE DO NOT USE MSG
* ALL FOO!
VEGETADLE OIL ONLY
+ OUR EGO ROLLS ARE MADE
WITH DEEF

TOTAL FOOD CHECK
LUNCH OR DINNER,

8580 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
{Dal, 14 & 15 Mile)
DIFEA VAUD ANTTIN

NOY VALID WITH DTHER COUROHS

20% OFF

Y] CHEF J.H. PA

RESTAURANT OF OEVEALY HILLS, CALSE. WILL
PENSONALLY PREPARE AU
CUISINE FOR YOUR SPECIAL OCEA!

MANDARIN, SZECHUAN
HUNAN & PEXING CUISINE

APPRECIATE

DS ARE COOKED IN

AWARD-WINKING “THE MANDARIN® *

THENTIC CHINEEE
SION.

PRING CARPET CLEANING SALE
TWO ROOMS & HALL FOR $3400

+ Cloanad by Exporiancod
Profassionala

+ Pawnrful Triek-Nriven
Equlpment

« Our Steam Is 180°F

« Wa Mova tha Furnliura

- » Wo Cloan Car Interlors
+ Furnltura Cloaning

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL
FLOOD & FIRE DAMAGE

PALOMBO’S

STEAM CARPET CLEANING SATISFACTION GUAFiANTEED
534-8775 Wa Got The Dirt Others Leave Behind
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