Auditing firm lays out library financial report
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needed for the conversion to the new
computer system. Thirty-ninc hours of
the accumulated time of the Head Li-
brarlan (Clara Bohrer) were removed
in February 1985 fcom a lotal bank of
238% hours to relmburse the Library
for payments ol Sccurity Bank and
Trust credlt card charges on her behalt
as {ollows:

December 1984 — Check 273 $112,61

February 1985 ~ Check 438 $357.50

Total $470.11

The offset was not processed through
the payroll sysiem, 0 no payroll or In-
come taxes were withheld or pald.

& Charge card documentation

We could not find the specific pur-
pose for the following payments by the
Library to Security Bank and Trust Co.
for credlt card charges by Mr. Lewis:

10/12/84 Steak & Ale $27.19

12/13/84 O'Shechans $24.77

@ Shell Library automablle eredit
card charges

Lewis suspended

Continuod from Pago 1

word “perquisite,” Is a term often used
by legislators to describe fringe bene-
fits))

The four-hour meetlng Thursday,
held at the Farmington Hllls llbrary
branch, was a closed one. Mlichigan's
Open Mectings Act allows closed ses-
slons “to consider the dlsmlssal, sus-

before the vote to close the meeting.

At approximately ¢ p.m., the trus.
tees opened the meeting, and then
voted to suspend Lewls without pay.
Robhert Deadman and Willlam Costick,
clty managers for Farmington and
Farmington Hills, respectively, attend-
ed the meeting.

Members of the Library Board of
Trustees are Sauter, Jim Wibby, Lols

A payment was made in March 1885
by the Library for a personal auto re-
palr of $191, This payment was reim-
bursed to the Library by Mr. Lewls’
personal check for $191, dated April 4,
1985, recelved by the bookkecplng de-
partment on April 9, 1085. A charge
slip signed by Mr. Lewis dated 6/14/84
for $10 to Ronald Bernas showing Mrs.
Lewis' auto license plate was pald in
August 1984,

The following charges showed the Ll
brary vehicle license plate but were
slgned by Mrs, Lewis:

G/ZS/BI $10 Hooks Truck Stop —

Tex
zllalﬂs $25 Ronald Bernas — South-
tle

3/02/85 $18.40 Ronald Bernas —
Southfteld

@ Other automobile ltems

Most of the monthly gasollne charges
by Mr. Lewls approximated $150 per

funds) or slmilar Irregularities that
may exist."

THE LETTER, dated April 26, Is
signed by Plante and Moran's Kenneth
Kunkel.

“Every onc of the expenses in the au-
dlt are business-related,” Ashley Lip-
son, Lewis' attorney, sald Friday.
“Also, Mr, Lewls had out-of-pocket,
business-related cxpenses in excess of
$10,500, for which he never sought
reimbursement.”

Lewis wanted to be sure that “what
the library owed him was far more
than what he cver owed the lbrary,”
his attorney sald.

The expenses Included in the Plante
and Moran report are “normal, relm-
bursable expenses,” Lipson sald.

“My polnt is they were proper reim-
bursements, The question ls posed, but
not answered" in the report.

'l')m membershlp in thr.\ Amerlcnn ISJ

month, belore government
The February 1985 Shell statement
charges, after deducting the above
reimbursed repalr charge of $191, was

rary y
lhc board, the board :lgned the check,
and the ilbrary owns the membershlp,”
he sald.

Mondoy, May 8, 1685 O&E

nue Code, these are completely proper
deductible items,” the attorney sald.
“It’s perfectly legat and proper.”

The two restaurant charge card
items “were both situations invelving
library personnel” on business, he sald.

“The amounts are so minute there,
compared lo the amount of out-of-
pocket expenses he pald.”

The Shell expenses include a Texas
truck stop where Lewis' wife slgned for
the purchase.

“Gordon was attending an American
Llbrary Association meeting in Dal-
las,” Lipson aald, “Why did his wife
slgn? Because ke was In the restroom.

“Both those ltems, the wife filled up
the car,” Lipson sald of the Shell ex-
penses at the Southfleld location. Lewis
is allowed “to use the llbrary car for
business and to drive it home.

“] guess the answer to that Is wives
fill up cars," he said when asked why

Lewls' wife had signed for the purchu~

es,

IN THE area of other 8uto expenses
“what they didn’t polnt out was that's
the month they were setting up the
computers,” Lipson said, The computer
set-up required his client to drive be~
tween several Jocations.

“He made an extensive number nl,

trips to these points in that menth.”
Lewis also filled up the gas tank for the
custodlan’s van, Lipson sald.

“Becausc the custodian's van was
being used as part of this set-up (of the
computer equipment). It was some-
thing that was questioned and consid-
ered quite thoroughly in the bearing.”)’

“[nese were matters that have bepn
taken care of this way at the library for
years," Lipson said of the audit Hnd
ings,
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Now thru May 11

«“Music - A Source of National Pride”

North Farmington H.S. Chorale, -
wedneSday’ May 8 Girl’s Chorus and Northern Lights v

7:30 p.m. Joan McKenzie, Director -~
The Jills from Andover H.S., :

Thursday, May 9 Bloomiield Hills '

7:30 p.m. Bruce Synder, Director .
2 Mercyaires from Mercy H.S., 3

Friday, May 10 Farmington Hills

4:00 p.m. Larry Teavens, Director

7:30 p.m. Lahser H.S. Jazz Ensemble Bloomfield Hills -

Director, Paul DeRubels and the
Lahser Knight Singers Jack Cole, Director

Secaholm H.S. Concert Band and

Saturday, May 11 Symiphonic Band from Birmingham

1:00 p.m. Tom Course, Director
3:00 p.m. Metropolitan Youth Symphonies
String Orchestra
Douglas Blancht, Dlrector
Sponsored by the B! Muslcal lon with the

ir
Natlonal Federation of Music Clubs,

Tel-Twelve Mall

Telegraph at 12 Mile Rd., Southficld Daily 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. / Sunday Noon - 5 p‘m.
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