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Renters and landlords face off over legislation

By Sharon Dargay
stall writer

Landlords may be alming a wrecking
ball at a series of tenants' rights bllls,
I before a house (
tee last week In Southileld is any indi-
catlon.

A spokesman for the Michlgan Land-
lords Assoclation warned a crowd of

more than 100 renters — most of them
senlor citizens — that mandated rent
controls may backfire, prompting evic-
tions, higher rent and a crackdown on
securlty deposits.

But the flve bllts, Introduced last
month by Rep. Maxlne Berman, D-
Southfield, drew applause from be-
leaguered renters and lukewarm sup-
port fram housing activists at a public

hearing at the Southfleld Civic Center
on Friday.

House blils 4524, 4580 and 4595-97,
would:

@ Require landlords to give tenants
notice of rent increases by Jan. 31 each
year. The actual increase must come
within 2 percent of the predicted fig-
ure. The bill also would reward long-
term residency by awarding rent

discounts to ienants of five years and
more.

® flow tenanis to form organlza-
tlons and to post meeting notices.

® Prohibit Jandlords from Increas-
Ing sccurlty deposlts when rent is in-
creased.

® Provide for Investment of the se-
curlty deposit, allowing the tenant to
acerue Interest.

Teen-age drinking highlights programs

WTVS/Channel 56 will devote four of
its locally produced programs to the
questlons surrounding teen-age drink-
ing and drlving during the week of May
13 In connectlon with *Project Gradua-

on.”

“Both Sldes Now," “Friday Night
special,” “Detroit Week In Review”
and “The Beat” will look at this issue
from the perspective of teens them-
selves during the season of proms and
graduations, when this problem reach-
cs its peak.

“Both Sides Now," airing llve at 9
p.am. Tuesday will feature a panel and
studlo audlence comprised solely of
teen-agers. Host Beth Konrad will
maderate the discussion on peer pres-
sure among high school students to
drink and the questlon of lowering the
drinklng age to 18,

sald Konrad, “Thls is not a program
where parents wlll preach at kids but
ane where teens can discuss among
themselves the issuc of responsible
drinklng. With this forum, tecn-agers

Hospital is toured

Continued from Pago 3

“We know exactly what to give you.
We don't guess llke people sometimes
think.”

HE ALSO SHOWED the children X-
rays of a broken arm, fractured skull, a
nail In a foot and swallowed pins, warn-
ing the children to avoid them.

Alter snack time, the tour was al-
most over, and It was time to take off
Victor's cast.

The previously sclf-confident Victor
grew Increasingly apprehensive when
Geistler took ou t the electric saw. The
photographer distracted Victar, and

the cast was off.

Relleved, Victor looked Into hls emp-
ty cast. His friends would sign it when
they got back to school,

The tour was over, and the students
happily chatted as they went to board
their bus, waving goodbye to Gelstler.

Geistler's way with klds 13 no accl-
dent, He has 12 children — cight are
his and four his wife'’s.

Belore joinlng the Redford Commu-
nity Hospital staff in November 1974,
Gelstler worked in Naval hospitals. He
also spent five years at Sinal Hospital
In Detreit, where he started that hospl-
tal's orthopedic hnici depart-

may be able to use ‘Both Sides Now' for
an open discussion of the problem.
However, we will also utllize an adult
‘holline’ for telephone comments and
questlons during the program.”

Three stories of teen-age drinking
and driving are the focus of “Friday
Night Specia),” at 7:30 p.m. and 1 am,
Friday. Segments Include the story of
Brian Moore, a 24-ycar-old Liventa
man still struggling to survive scven
years after he was involved in a terri-
blc asto accident following a night of
drinklng; a profile of “Gerry," a 17-
year-old recovering alcoholle; and a
look at how some teens are starting
Students Against Driving Drunk
(SADD) chapters In their schools to
help theie peers prevent such tragedles.

1n an unusual twist on its regular for-
mat, “Detroit Week In Review” will
welcome four high school Journalists at
9 p.m. Friday. The pancl, along with
host Neal Shine, will discuss how the
four Detrolt-arca hlgh school newspa-
pers cover student drug and alcohol use
and abuse, and the impact of “Project
Graduatlon" activitles In thelr schools.

WTVS/Channel 56’s rock vldeo pro-
gram "The Beat,” alring at 11 p.m. Sat-
urday and stereo slmuleast on WLLZ,
98,7 FM, wlll spoilight a song wrltten
and performed by Detrait-area high
?‘chwl students especially for “Project

duatlon.”
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,yow don't fmind-spending Jassl;

schoels composed, arranged and per-
formed songs; sclected was Royat Oak
Dondero's “Hell of a Price to Pay.”

Local musician Randy Jacobs pro-
duced the recording session for the
plece which will be broadcast on “The
Beat," Students/muslclans represent-
ing the other participating high schools
— Detroit Martin Luther King, Detroft

Grosse Polnte
Liggett and Royal Gak Shrine — will
appear on “The Beat” with short mes-
sages urging teen-agers not to drink
and drive.

“Project Graduation” Is a coalltion
of media and community groups direet-
ing an awarcness program aimed at
high school seniors. Through speelal
events and media outlets, the coalitlan
is urging studenis o find alternatives
to drinking and driving as they cele-
brate proms and graduatlons, import-
ant milestones in thelr young tves.

WTVS/Channel 56's partleipation in
“Project Graduation” Is funded by Am-
erltech Publishing, the exclustve pub-
lisher of the Yellow Pages for Michi-
gan Bell Telephone Co.

"Both Sides Now" exccutive pro-
ducer s Cheryl Head. Senior producer
of “Friday Night Special” is Bob

Rossbach. “Detrolt Week In Review" is
produced by Kay Welbel. “The Beat” is
produced by Megan Mainguth. WTVS
director of productlon is Harvey
Ovshinsky.
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“IF IT'S cnacted as it Is, it could be
a tremendous disadvantage to tenants,”
said Michael Glasple, chalrman of the

s
“We have o controls over what the
cconomony will dlctate in terms of our
costs. By requiring landlords to second-
guess what their costs will be over a
year is unfair,

“If thls leglslation is cnacted, land-
Jords may require that full month and a
half securlty deposit from day one. I
know many of you are not required to
pay that,” he fold thosc gathered for
the hearlng. “Giving rent reductions to
long-term tenants could also be a dls-
advantage. We can forsce some proper-
ty owmers asking their tenants to va-
cate rather than pass on those savings.”

Glasple stressed that tenant leases
are a more appropriate forum for sct-
tling — and preventing — renter-Jand-
lord disputes, He added that his 3,000-
member organization has no control
over unscrupulous landlords who may
attempt to circumvent pro-tenant leg-
islation.

“We view this kind of legislation asa
reaction to a tocal problem,” he added.
“We see dramatic things happening in
the Southficld arca that are not repre-

sentative of what’s happening around
the state.”

ACCORDING TO survey responses
from 1,000 of Berman's constltuents,
rents in the Southfleld-Lathrup Village
area were raised by as much as 30-40
percent last year.

* *I began recelving calls from constit-
uents complaining about exorbitant
rentat increases,” she said, “There are
14,000 rental units in my district atone
and more than half of the people Iiving
In them are sentor cltizens.”

Berman disagreed that the $60 to
$140 Increases in monthly rent are lim-
fted to Southfield. So did representa.
tives from consumer-orlented housing
assoclatlons,

“Houslng needs to be an lssue In
Michlgan,” sald Woody Widrow of the
Communlty Houslng Coalition in Ann
Arbar, “We need to talk about how to
make housing affordable.”

*It's a landlord's monopoly In which
the renters are at a disadvantage.
That's why we neced {cgisiation,” he
said.

‘Fithastic’ offered
for the summer

The Farmington Hills Parks & Rec-
reation Dlvlslon I3 offerlng 2 summer
session of the Fltnasties program. This
program emphasizes the stretching and
toning of muscles through aeroble ex-
ercise to musle.

The sesslon wiil run 7:30 p.m. June
17-July 24, Monday and Wedncsday

evenlngs at the Piemontese Club, 38500
Nine Mile Road (west of Halated Road),
A fec of $25 is required. Reglstratlon is
being taken at the Parks & Recreatlon
office, 31555 11 Mile Road.

Students are asked to wear aeroble
or tennls shoes and bring a towel or ex-
ercise mat to class.
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