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The ali-Amarican garden: 1t's flllod
\vith a wide varlety of trees, shrubs
nnd flowerlng plants, And holly.
That’s right, the holly specles Isn’t
ust for Christmas decorating, Ever-
green shrubs and troes, such as hol-
y, can add a speclal kind of warmth
o a garden, especlally durlng the
Winter months when other shrubs
hnd trees are bare and look fess in-
viting.

There are approximately 300 dif-
erent variolles of flex or holly spe-
“ties, ranging from dwarf shrubs to

70-{oot trees. Holly can grow in el- -

her temperate or troplcal reglons
but wiil thrlve best In acldic soll
ich is woll drafned.

As a shrub, holly can bo planted as
showy centerplece for garden
andscapes since its berrles and
:Jeaves last for over one season, fre-
huently welt Into the winter,

Some specias of holly can also bo
ised as a hedge to define space in &
ndscape. In fact, because it [s &
klow growing evergreen shrub, holly
among one of the most parferred
varlelles for hedges. Slowsr-growing
hrubs make for a denser hedge
hich raquires less malntenance and
runing. :
‘There ars holly shrubs that attract
“blrds becausa of thelr tasty berrles
nd veluable nesting or hiding
blaces. And, there are hollles that
‘make good barrlers, like Chinese
“holly, because of its thorny leaves,
and hollles with besutiful, showy
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shrub or hedge.

frults which last alt year round, such
as the commen winter-berry and
Chinese holly with thelr lavish and
ornamental berrtes. And, of course,

thera Is the Engllsh holly, which .

graces Christmas hearths and adds
to the yulstide splrit.
Holly shrubs are easy to take care
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Holly is one of the most sturdy cvergreens and is pert

of and leave the homecowner with a
beautiful garden and enough spare
time to enjoy it. The holly specles are
not tinicky, are usually pest-resistant
and can adapt to a wide varlety of

_conditions,

Most hollles prosper best when
planted In soll with a pH factor of

around 6.5 If you liva !n an eree
where the sol! Is alkallne or has poor
dralnage, add 50 percent peat moss
to the soll to ensure a healthy, strong
plant when planting your shrub or
troe. And take heed not to lime the
soll around your holly plants.
Although hally can grow in light

-ranglng from full sun to shade, the

berry production Is greatest In good
sunlight. Compared with other
shrubs, though, holly varletles do
much batter In shade than most.

While you could almost leave the
holly shrubs alone, they do benefit
from a watering and feeding every
two weeks, Holly plants should get
enough water to wet the soil at east
four Inches into tha ground.

Such products as evergreen and
azalea food are good sources of nu-
trlents and can be mixed right into
water or insecticlde, taking the nu-
trlents right down to the roots here
they are needed.

Because holly Is an acid-loving
plant, Iron deficlency can be a com-
mon problem which is easlly rectifled
with consistent fortliizing.

Becauge of Its naturaly compact
and neat growth, holly species also
do very well when grown in contain-
ars — a perfect way to enhance a
front door stoop, patio or gerage en-
trance. The Japanese and Chinese
holly varietlos do especially well [n
containers, due to thelr small, con-
tained root system, and require the
same simple care as holly shrubs.
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