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OU asks cut of ‘research excellence’ fund

By Tim Richord.
stall writer

Oakland University, smarting at
being written off as a mere “reglonal”
college, wants a share of the new $25
milllon “research excellence fund” in
Gov. Blanchard's 1986 budget.

“Research Is a fundamental ingred-
ient of the Oakland mission,” Prestdent
Joscph Champagne told a state Senate
appropriatiens subcommittce hearing.
‘The panel heard testimony Monday al-
ternoon from OU and Wayne State Unl-
versity in OU’s Meadowbrock Hall in
Rochester Hills.

So far the rescarch fund, part of
Blanchard's economlc revitalizatlon
plan, has been earmarked for the tep
four research universitles — Michlgan,
Michlgan State, Waync State and Mich-
Igan Tech.

Champagne thinks OU shouldn’t be
overlooked.

“I SUPPORT the appropriation of
the majority of these funds to the four
Instltutions which have been deslgnated
by the Commilsslon on the Future of
Higher Edueation,” Champagne teld
Sen. Witilam Sederburg, R-East Lans-

ing.

But the OU chief asked that elther a
stnall portlon of that $25 million, or
else a $3 milllon supplement, ought to
g0 to other schools. He and presydents
af the 11 other unlversities think OU
should get 40 percent of that supple-

ment.
“Whatever formula ls worked out,
Oakland would be at the top,” he sald.
Wayne Statc President David

Adamany, who followed Champagne,
sald funds for the other 11, including
0QU, should come from a supplemental
approprlation rather than from the $25
milllon earmarked for the top four.

“The rescarch universities are un-
derfunded 15 percent already,"”
Adamany said.

Sederburg, who has a doctorate from
Michlgan State in political sclence,
neted a House of Representatives com-
mittee carmarked $500,000 from the
$25 milllon research pot for OU. “All of
this Is very open,” Sederburg sald.

CHAMPAGNE SAID that while OU
doesn’t match the top four in volume of
research, It Is strong In “quaiity, im-
portance and respectabliity of our re-
search.”

These are measured by “faculty pub-
licatlons, the nature and source of
grant resources, and general external
recognitlon.”

“We have focused our rescarch on a
smaller humber of arcas, but the depth
of our rescarch is extremely Intense.
For example, In the area of eye cata-
ract research alone, the top three Instl-
tutlons in the country for federal fund-
ing are Columbta, first; Oakland, sec-
ond; and Harvard, third,

“We have just recently been awarded
by the National Eye Institute a basle
cure grant in vision research which has
allowed us to purchase two new elec-
tron mlcroscopes supplemented by sev-

.

eral hundred thousand dollars of addi-
tlonal suppert.

“Thls grant, coupled with another re-
cent federal grant to build additional
facilities for our vision research cen-
ter, . . . I3 a strong witness to the depth
of our basie research program, which
cuts across many disciplines.”

ADAMANY SAID that Wayne State,
though more than a century- old, s
“yery young as an urbaa research unf-
versity” but stlll ranks in the top 100
nationally,

WSU's best departments, measured
by research grants, are lfe sclences
(20th), chemlstry (39th), blology (67th
and slipplng), medicine (74th), physics
(83rd) and computers (93rd).

Sederburg noted the higher cduca-
tion commission recommended WSU
get 20 percent of the $25 million re-
search excellence fund, 45 percent to
U-M, 30 percent to MSU and 5 percent
to Michigan Tech.

“The new people belng brought
aboard are very research-orlented,”
Adamany sald.

BLANCHARD'S HIGHER' cducation
budget proposes that OU be boosted 7.8
percent, from $24.9 milllon to $26.8
mlition, In the flscal year beginning
Oct. 1. Current budget is $44 million,
Enroliment is 12,000 and rising.

WSU would be boosted 7.8 percent,
from $125 milion to $134 mlilten, En-
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rollment has slipped from the mid-Su
thousands to about 29,000,

The rescarch excellence money
would be on top of those operating
funds.

The House panel boosted Blanchard's
overall $878 million for higher educa-
tion by $10 million. Adamany added, “I
am pleased the Senate will set a higher
target than the House, $14 million
more than the governor recommends.”

.

A MAJOR goal at QU, Champagne
said, is reducing the student-faculty ra-
tlo from 22.6-1 to 18.8-1. “OU has the
highest student-teacher ratio In the
state,” hesald.

For Adamany, a top problem ls ma-
jor maintenance on the central Detroft
campus. “Forty percent of our sections
are scheduled nfter 4 p.m. Your physi-
cal plant takes a tremendous beatlng if
you're operating two universities on
one campus,” he said.
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Joseph Champagne

David Adamany
reduce QU class size

maintain WSU campus
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STEARNS & FOSTER
“WEVE GOT SYlgLUR %g’:LTlniA

ULTRA AND GENTLE - FIRM

v: ot 5 fa

ROMPERS 19

And what could be more fun than a fantastic value like this? Here

HOTEL CORRECT COMFORT are just two of our collection of plaids, siripes, and sofids. Choose from

G SALE G h
T i exhicce ... B4 9935 sk neas a rainbow of colors in sizes S-M-L.
Full-sized, each piece 20995 14995 199.9% 21995 "
Quee eee 59995 39995 Queet 104995  5719.95 Also available in tropical prints
King, 3-picee set .- 199.95  599.95 Ring, 3 picce set . 1499.95 26998 in 100% rayon challis at $26
STANDARD CORRECT CORRECT COMFORT
COMFORT - FIRM COMFORT CLOUD
BEG.  SALE
‘ Twin-sized, cach pivee 19.95 17998
} . syt 104 ::s 598, o
Ring, 3 picce s - 120995 Hine b poce et 1499.95 79995

CORRECT COMFORT Every size...every {irmness, .every model, even
premium, Ls on sale. So now's a t
oppottunlty to choosa the maitress éou need
Ior every member of your family, Select twin,
full, qucen or king sizes n the flrnness you
prefer, Each and every mattress features the
attention to detall thaf bag made Stearns &
Foster he most respected name in bedding
since 1848, S0 h“"h‘“ and save, Sale ends
S:l\::’lrd:ly, May 25. Limited quantitics for some
models.

YOU'VE FARNED A
STEARNS & FOSTER.
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