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Only good news
allowed at OU

T LONG LAST. 1t's of ficial. For months, ne
one wanted to confirm that Stan
Blackford was being terminated as
sports Informatlon director at Oakland

University, preferring to leave the axman's

work to sameone else.

Blackford’s job has been in jeopardy slnce
March, when QU athletic director Paul Hartman
reconnunded his conlracl nol be renewed. Bul
it wasn't made offlcial until Hartman's
recommendatlon cleared the OU review board
and was signed by Presldent Joseph Champagne
last Wednesday.

Blackford is out of a job for reasons that have
not been made publle. Those reasons may never
come to light. Just flnding out Blackford would
not return (hls contract officially expires Aug.
15) took a good deal of dlgging.

THA'T'S BECAUSE good news s apparently
all that exlsts at OU. It's llke living in a {airy-
tale world and trying to convince people that, as
the song goes, Everything is Beautlful, At least
everything at OU is.

In the past two years, the school has not
released such informatlon as:

® the non-renewal of basketball coach Lee
Frederick's contract;

@ the loss of three women's basketball
starters — Anya Wiliams, who flunked out, Kim
McCartha, who transferred, and Maria
Reynolds, who quit the team;

© two students, onc a member of the
wrestling team, who apparently drowned In
Lake Michigan over spring break.

FREDERICK'S FIRING was discovered when
an advertisement for a new coach was printed In
the NCAA news. Williams and McCartha, both
starters in 1983-84, were not mentloned In the
OU prescason preview, MeCartha turned up at
the University of Detrolt to play for her former
coach at OU, Dewayne Jonea.

- Theabsenceof olds, who lnsted one
game for OU and quit when she didn't start,
wasn't discovered until T witnessed a game In
January. The supposed drownings of the two
students, Gavy Nanian and Daniel Meloy, weee
revealed by wrestling coach Mike Oz2ga at the
OU sparts banquet three weeks after the palr
were listed as missing.

‘Why the Jack of information regarding such
gloomy cvents? Reasons vary, according to
Hartman.

For instance, Hartman sald Frederick and hls
lawyers dldn't want hls flring released during
the season. That proved an cmbarrassment for
OU when the ad appeared in the NCAA News at

* the season’s midpolnt.

‘WITH REYNOLDS, coach Sue Kruszewskl
was trying to convince her to return to the team.
A press release announclng Reynolds had left
the team, Hartman felt, would have “shut the
door on her.” Yet, when Reynolds dido’t return
to the team after more than a month, Hartman
agreed a release should have been tssued,

Blackford knew what could happen. “"How am
1 golng to convince you guys,” he told me, “to do
a story on our soccer team if you find out I'm
boldlng back other information?”

Blackford agonized over such a prohlem and
made Hartman aware of it. Hartman says he
agreed with Blackford, but several items he
wanted to release, he couldn’t.  *

Blackford's own non-renewal was a case in

it

“The university asked me not to announce it
‘when contracts are not renewed,” Hartman sald.
“It's not negative publiclty they're worried
about. It's the rights of the indlvidual. They don't
want to say anything negative about him.”

HARTMAN DID send a release to the OU

- public Information department regarding
1ackford, but OU vice p for external
_alfalrs David Redwell vetoed it.

“In defense of Paul Hartman, he dld proposc a
release,” sald Rodwell, “We don't make
annothcements for everybody whose contract 1s
not renewed, It comes across as a punitive type

of thlam and T daot shizl thaw nasd shat
of thing, and Tden't thisk they need that,

“The publle wouldn't be concerned with about
90 percent of them.”
Yet it appears that there are problems

.{determining who the public would be interested

in.

. Rodwell agreed that public flgures, like
.coaches or department heads, would deserve an
im@ment If their contracts were being

tod,
" But that docsa't explain adequately why
certaln distasteful problems are simply ignored,

| as1f 1 a week or 8o they will disappear or be

*forgotten,
. ITSEEMS as though tho OU hierarchy —
" whoever will accept tho responalbility for such
“lnpses ln communication — never learns. The
_Frederick firing was bungled badly, and the
school pald for it in the press,

Not much has changed, It seems. There are
_stil] problems relating to the media, .

T guess we're a Httle paranold with the
‘ press,” Hartman sald, “We don't know how
they’ll treat it.” .
." And no one wants to lock bad, Accentuate the
: positive, Ignore tho negative, .
‘" I{1get a press release next winter saying 2
R game has been moved to the
+Silverdome, I'll have to remember lo drive past
QU on the way — just to be sure Lepley Sports
:Center hasn't burned down.

North exits NSL. i

RANDY BORST/alali photographer

Mark Dillman had a pair of hits and knocked in a run in a losing
etfort Tuoaday as North was tripped by Thurston 6-4.

Grid playoffs

are expanded

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

The Michigan High School Athletic
Association’s Representative Couneil
voted last week to expand the high
school football playoff format to in-
clude 64 teams, 16 from each of the
four enrollment classes.

A computer-based polnt system will
still be used to determine which teams
quallfy for the playoffs. There are four
reglons In each clasy and four teams
will qualify in each reglon.

“I think {t's real good,” sald Farm-
ington Harrison football coach Jobn
Herrington, a vocal propencnt of
pleyoff expansion. “It takes a lot of the
pressure off coaches to win every sin-
gle game and still worry about all the
the other teams in the region.”

‘The former playoti sysiem, 8 target
of heavy eritielsm from the Mlchigan
High School Football Coaches Associa-
tlon, took in 32 teams total, eight per
class, two per region.

LAST . YEAR the

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

The pretty young gir] behind the backatop had no
way of knowing what was golng on between Red-
ford Thurston baseball coach Emil Majesk! and
North Farmington coach krv Horwitz.

“This gets to be so boring,” sald the pretty young
girl behtnd the backstop.

‘What was transplring on the North baseball dla-
mond Tuesday was far frem boricg — but It was
aubtle excitement, not visible to the untrained eye,

North Farmington and Redford Thurston were
ocked In a 3-3 ballgame in the bottom of the sev-
enth. At stake for North was a share of first place
in the Northwest Suburban League. At stake for
Thurston was a guaranteed share of the title.
{Thurston cventually won the game 6-3 and the
title share, but North came within a sacrifice bunt
and a ground out of shooting down the Eagles.)
North's {irat hitter in the seventh — Ed Collins —
it o sharp single to left fleld that eluded the Thurs-
ton fielder, Collins sneaked into secand. The next
hitter, for North was the No. 9 batter Brian Bos-
scawen.

THIS IS when the wheels started turning and the
subtle excltement commenced.

Majeski pulled an unusual coaching move. He de-
clded to walk Bosscawen on purpose. It goes
against the standard coachlng manual to give a
free pass to the No. 9 hitter, especially with the
winning run on sccond and no outs. But, Majeski
hasn't become one of the area’s most respected
coaches by followlng the book.

*You don't usually do that,” Majeski sald. “But I
figured they would be bunting and I wanted to set
up a force at third. I figured the force would be an
easler play.” .

Majeski’s declslon to walk Bosscawen achleved
samething more Important than setting up a force
play. With the 1 pass, Majeskl 1
erased the possiblilty of a bunt.

*I would have had Bosscawen bunt, but not with
my good hitters,” said Horwitz. “Those guys have a
tendency to bunt too hard, And with the force there,
1 figared we'd let them swing away.”

THE WHEELS turncd In Thurston's faver. Pitch-

John Herringten bas sald all along that if hls
Farmington Harrison bascball team got any kind of
pltching it would win its share of games,

In the last four ballgame, 28 innings, the Hawk
pltchers bave allowed just four runms. Untll the
fourth innlng Monday, the Hawks had put together
a atring of 21 scoreless g2

baseball

er Chris Kloc retirad the next three hitters, the flrat
three batters in North's lineup, in a row.

Thurston came up with three runs in the top of
the ejghth — without the benefit of a hit — and
went on to beat North 8-4.

“These kids, they are battlers,” said Majeski,
“They've come a loog way since the begloning of
the year, They really believe in themselves.”

North opened the scoring In the first on a double
by Erlc Engle and a single by Mike Rudin.” '

Thurston countered with two in the third on aln-
gles by Mike Maurin, Greg George and Kloc,

Maurin, who went 3-for-3 with a palr of walks,
led off the fifth wlith a single, He went to third on
George's second hit and scored on Dave Dziobak's
sacriflee fly.

DZIOBAK MADE two key defensive plays. He
made a dlving stop of a ground ball in the second
inning to save a run, Then threw out Tom Cotter at
the plate in the sixth after North bad scared twice
{o tie the game, .

Engel led off North's slxth with a single and

« promptly scored on Bob Chwalik’s long triple,

Cotter’s slogle scored Chwallk. Mark Dillman then
singled to left, The ball scooted past the left flelder
and Cotter dashed homeward. Dziobak's relay
throw beat hlm to the plate by three steps,

‘Thurston (6-3 In the NSL, 12-8 overall), after es-
caping the seventh, took advantage of a hit bats-
man and four walks to score three runs in the
elghth.

Cotter, who left the game with the bases loaded
and one out In the eighth, pltched a strang game. He
allowed six hits and struck out 13,

Kloe was equally effective, scattering 11 hits and
fanned clght, It was the second time Kloc has de-
feated North.

North Is now 4-5 in the conference and 11-6 over-

all.
‘The pretty young girl behind the screen didn't
know It, but she saw cne heck of & ballgame,

Pitching hoists Hawk 9

Needless to say, the Hawks won those four
games, They bln:nied Farmlogton 9-0 !-‘ridly. won

the Lathrup y
defeatlng Southffeld 11-0 (five inning mercy) and
Lathrup 4-0, then tho Hawks dusted Livonla
Churchil) Monday 9-4. -
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On gymnastics...

Assoclatlon’s Representative Council
also tock actlon on another issue of
relevance to prep sports In Observer.
land.

The councll was asked by the
MHSAA commlitee on gymnastics to
conslder a ruling that would prohibit
gymnasts from competing outslde the
prep schedule during the three-month
season {January through Mareh),

The rullng would, in cffect, force
club gymnasts — those that compete
in United States Gymnastics Federa-
tion meets — out of high school com-
petition.

But the representative councll
ruled last week that 5t was soieiy up
to the indlyidual school distriets ta
decided whether or not to allow gym-
nasts to compete at both high schoo)
and USGF levels simultancously.

Curls M

The Michigan High School Athletic

government.guaranteed securities.

The many faces of Ginnie Mae

High yicld, safety and an active secondary market make Government
National Mortgage Association investments attractive. Interest and principal
are returned in a steady cash flow. And, the yields are the highest of any

Councll (the MHSAA’s rule-making
body) ruled against a proposal to ex-
pand the playofis to 128 teams, 32 per

class,

The 18-member councll convened
Monday through Wednesday of last
week {n Cadillac and voted 10-8 to ex-
pand the playoffs. The councll was
armed with a MHSAA survey, taken
among tha 713 member high schools

. carller this year, The results of the sur-

vey indicated that 8.8 percent of the
schools offering football were in favor
of a 84-team playolf system,

One of the biggests concerns of those
agalnst cxpansion was schedullng the
extra playoff games,

“There’s an empty Saturday on the
1985-88 calender that falls between the
dates previously sot for the semifinals
and finals,™ sald MHSAA assistant di-
rector . Lonnle Lowery, “That’s when
wo'll play the added playoff game this
year, We'll go back and luate the

Next year, the three playoff rounds
will be played Saturdays Nov. 9, 16 and
23 with the chbamplonship game Nov.
30.

According to MHSAA oftlelals, the
‘added playoff date whl be scheduled
one of two ways after next scason: el-
ther by beglaning the season one week

earlier, or by dropping the ninth date of
the schedule for the teams that quall-
{ied for the playofis.

HERRINGTON SAID that the mew
system would not bring a complete halt

. tothe compl

“You'ro still golng to have the flith
place team (ln cach reglon) complalo.
ing that they should get o, the suc-
cessful Harrison coach said. *T would

-have liked to sco them add a few at-

large berths, There are still flaws in
the system, but nothing is perfect. I'm
happy with this”

system after the 1985 seasan.”
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But GNMA's can vary widely.

Minimum investment can vary {from around $10,000 to $25,000.

P You can select GNMA's that have seven year average life or longer.

B Yiclds differ among various GNMA coupons,
il of interest and principal.

McDonald professionals can help you select the right GNMA for your needs.

And when it comes to reinvestinent, our Retirement Asset Multiplier Program

(RAM) can provide for the automatic reinvestment of your principal and intesest.

B8 Options are a for ther

Learn more about the GNMA's that will best serve your investment strategy. ‘

Mail the coupon below or call: 540 1 2 21

When you’re going for the green.
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