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Stacoy J and Kendra y
Plymouth Sofem High School teammates as they run meet Saturday.

On the mark

Sportsmanship wins
at annual RU relays

Kkhorse was helped off the fleld by a
member of the Garden City team
she had just beaten.

This tyﬁ of sportsmanship was
evident throughout the meet as
participants congratulated each
other for their efforts.

_As the races were being run,
tion-participating runners took re-
fuge from the hot sun beneath the

hers, resting until it was their
time to run again.

By the last event of the day, most
were top-side, chcerln[i on their
teammates in thelr one last chance
to move up in the standings.

girls’ track teams con-

verged on Kralt Fleld in

Redford Township Satur-
day for the 4th annual running of
}hc Redford Union-Observer Re-
ays.

Emotions ran high the entire da
as teams gave it their all. When it
was all over, F i Mercy
emerged victorious.

Mercy’s Terri Ford put on the
show of the day, taking firsts in
cvery event she entered, At the end
of one relay, the sprinter wor-
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Jannifer Moldrum, of Farmington Harrison High Schoal, plugs Into
headphones and resds a book zo eho takes a bresk tram the race
action underneath the bieachers. .

Sambia Shivers 03 Bishop Borgaas High School in Redlord Towa-
ship is congratulated by her mom, Minnie Shivers, afler ehe broke
ameet record in the high jump.

Scholarship honors work
-of civic leader Ellis

By Joanne Maliszewski
statt writer

Photo-esscy by DAN DEAN.
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‘At the time of his death |
knew he had a lot of
friends. | didn’t want all the
money (in contributions)

Family and friends of Jim Ellis knew people
would want to send flowers and contsibutions when
the popular tongtime eivie actlylst dled in March.

But Beverly Ellis knew if her husband could have
his say In the matter he would have preferred that

something be done for the kids in the communlty. to go to flowers.’
“AL the time of his death I knew he had a lot of
friends. 1 didn’t want all the moncy (in contribu- — Beverly Ellis

tions) to go to flowers. It'ssuch a waste,” said Bev-
crly Ellis, “We wanted to do something to keep the
money In the community.”

. At first Beverly and others who were close to
* Ellls considered asking that the be
* made to charities. But the idca was put aslde by
. feclings that something else was needed to better
, represent Ellls' work in the community and his love
 for children.

*  That's when the idea of a scholatship In Ellls®
. honor came abaout.

3 “There was talk that people would want to con-
3 tribute fowers, But he would have wanted some-
A thing done for the kids in the community,” said
i Lawrence Frewduian, a fcllow Refarian end ana af
* Eilis' close {riends, Frecdman 1s also an asslstant
+ superintendent for Farmington schools.

. AFTER LESS ihon three months of orgacization
* and preparation, the Farmington Parcnt-Teacher
+ Association (PTA) Councll (with the Farmington
Rotary Club's help) presented the {lrst annual Jim
Ellls Memorial Scholarship this week to a North
Farmington High School senfor.

Mark Chekal was presented with the $1,000
scholnrship Monday night at North Farmington
High's annunl awards night.

“Qur first recipicnt seems to be a very fine young
{ man,” Ellls sald, adding the geaduating student fits
» the new scholarship's criteria.

I 7ho key element of the Ellls scholarship criteria

Rockets Little League Football teams and a com-
of the South F Baseball for
Boys Little League.

ELLIS WAS also active for years with the Youth
Exchange Program of Rotary International.

In January, ENlis was honored as the 1984 Citizen
of the Year, a tribute bestowed by the Farmington-

.Farmington Hills Chamber of Commerce. At the

time of Ellis’ death at the age of 82, ho was secre-
tary of the local Rotary Ciub and served on the
Farmington Hills Zoning Board of Appeals.

Besldes individual contributions that came in
from around the community, Ellis' fellow Rotari-
ans also used money in thelr club fund to get the
scholarshlp off the ground,

“There's still sulflclent money, and we hope to
carry It on,” Eilis sald. ““They {the Rotary Club)
made a commitment to it every year to keep It
golng”

Freedman acknowledged Rotary Club members'
gestres to help continue the Ellis scholarship.

“It {3 hoped that tho money can be lnvested s0
each );w wo can continue to give a scholarship,”
he said. o

Because the PTA Councll annuslly awards schol-
arships to senfor high school atudents, the Jim Ellis

1s patterned after the creed of the Internatlonal Ro-
tary: “Service Above Self” — an attitude In which
Ellls strongly belloved. s

Ang It scems Chekai fits the bill with “lnvolve-
ment In things other than academic” such as work
in political organizations, church groups and activi-
ties and t with the YMCA,
Ellis sald,

“Jim had always been lovolved with kids,” his
wife gaid, adding the scholarship is a fitting tribute
to a man who spent much of his time helping chil-
dren and the community.

Well-knawn for his work with youth, Ellls served
as president of thie Boys Republic, as an organizer
and president of the Farmington Falcon Boosters
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Club, assistant athletic director of the Farmington -

was also put under ita care,
“We were already a worklog structure of district
high school scholarships,” said Roxanne. Fitrpa.
ﬂﬂ" head of the PTA Council’s scholarship com-
co.

“It was brought up that the PTA glves away
scholarships,” Fitzpatrick continued. “It would be
hard to do (award the Ellls scholarship) without an
organization already Lo place. X .

“We met with Mrs, Ellis and Larry Freedman.
She (Ellis) wanted to mako sure it was a student
who was very Involved with the communlty,”

While the Rotary Club will continue to work with
the scholarship and contribute money, tho bualness
of running the scholarship fund and salecting recip-
fents will be in the hands of the PTA Councl),
Fitzpatrick sald. .
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