CC grad Nugent aims for NAIA crown

By C.J. Risak
stalf weltor

Few college students would list Day-
ton, Ohlo, as the place they'd most like
to visit two days after geaduatlon,

But that's where Mlke Nugent was
happily travellng to Monday. Of course,
while Nugeot's academic career at
Hlilsdale College was over, he wasn't
finlshed with school qulte yet.

Next week Nugent will run a race as
impartant as any In his colleglate track
carcer, He will compete in the NAIA
track and ficld champlonships May 23-
25 on hls home course at Hillsdale, His
trip to Dayton was to train.

“I'M REALLY exclted about It,” said
;the 1981 Redford Catholle Central
. graduate and Farmingten native of the
 NATA meet. “It's golng to be great fun

because il be on our home track and
all my relatives and friends will be
there. Hllisdale Isn't that blg of a com-
munity, but they')l all show up.

“Everyone's really looking forward
tolt”

Nugent is one reason for the people
of Hillsdale to get excited, He has a sol-
Id shot at a natfonal champlonship. His
current best in the 5,000-meter run s
14:30.69, the third fastest clocking in
the NAIA this scason.

That outdoor time comes after Nu-
gent became the first NAIA runner
cver to win back-to-back indoor tltles
In the 3-mile, Nugent pulled that off in
13:58,81 carlier this year. He also won
as a junlor.

NUGENT IS stiil riding the crest
from hls second-straight indoor title.
1 missed the national (NATA) Indoor

Farmington Hills Mercy, by virtue
. fof its impresslve 81 victory agalnst
Dearborn Monday, has advanced to
the quarter{lnal round of the state re-
. | gional soceer tournament.
Merey will play at 3 p.m. Friday at
Livenla Ladywood.
“This was the best game the klds
played all year,” sald Merey coach
Gene Fogel. “Dearborn is a good
team. It was our best offensive game
of the year, for sure,”
Annette Rugglero continued her
goal scaring pace notching four more.
She now has 28 goals cn the scasen,
the most in Observerland.
Amy DeMattia contributed mighti-
ly with a goal and three assists, Amy
Stock added a goal and Julle Hale had
a pair of assists.
Mercy, ranked No. 4 in Observer-
land and Catholic League regular sea-
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record by a second,” he sald. “I was
really excited to come that close.”

For most college athletes, after the
senjor year that's it for Intense compe-
tition. Not Nugent.

“I'm definltely interested in continu-
Ing my runnlng,” he sald. “I'm just
starting to come around, getting good
times.”

One reason for Nugent's desire to
continue competing was Hlllsdale,
which he sald viewed student-athletes
as just that: “Students flrat and athletes

s 3
“Especlally here, running was sce-

Local pros pin hopes on qualifiers

By Marty Budnor

ondary to school,” he explained, “Now
that I'm out of school I'll be able to
concentrate on my running.”

HIS DAYTON trip was planned so
that Nugent could train with the Bob
Schuul racing team, which operates out
of Troy, Chlo. Nugent became acqualn-
ted with the team from a friend he
trains with and through his college
coach, Bl Lundberg.

The Schuul team will travel to Eu-
rope this summer to compete in a se-
ties of track meets that Nugent sald
“for me, it's golng to be a learning ex-

{FRC

perlence. I've never participated in
something like this before.”

But before his 17-day Evropean tour,
Nugent will compete in an event famil-
far to hlm: the NAIA finals. It will be
his third — and lzst — champlonship
mect,

“I never placed before,” Nugent sald
of his past NAIA experiences, “1 praba-
bly overtratned.”

He may also have hurt his chances
by runnlng the 10,000-meter race as
well. This year, Nugent will focus on
his spectalty.

“I've really been concentrating on
the 5,000,” he sald. “It combincs speed
with endurance, 'm not strong enough
{or the 16,000.”

IT WON'T bc casy, nevertheless.
Robble Hipwood of Adams State Col-
lege (Colo.) has the season’s best time,

12 seconds faster than Nugent. And
Hipwood runs o the thin alr of the
Rocky Mountains,

I think I can drop 15 seconds off my
time,” Nugent cstimated, “It depends
on the race. I haven’t had a_good one
since the Dogwood Relays. But I ran,
the 1,500 In a meet lost week and
dropped seven seconds off my previous
best, so I think I'm ready.”

Nugent is banking on the home track
advantage working in his favor, too.

“I felt a lot of pressure at the Indoor
meet because I was the returning pa-
tional champion,” he said. “This one
I'm more relaxed. I'm not the favorite,
he's 12 scconds faster than me,
there's less pressure, and that's the
way Ilike it.”

Of course, a victory in his flnal race
— as a collegian, anyway — would
make Nugent that much happier.

<
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‘The long trail to partleipation in the prestiglous
1885 U.S. Open, to be hosted by the opulent Oakland
Hllls Country Ctub, begins Monday with jucal quall-
tying.

Because of the tremendous home-state enthusi-
wlll host two, 36-hole qualifylng

but not before putting up a vallant
struggle agalnt Plymouth Salem on
Tuesday.

Salem, behind four goals from
Dena Head, edged the Raiders 6-4,

“I feel real bad for the kids,” said
Raider.coach Cathy Cole, “This was
our game. We played so well. Just one
mistake, and it cost us. We shouldn’t
tet that happen.”

Kristi MeMinn scored a palr of
unassisted goals for North. Suzle Mat-
toon had a goal and an assist. Mo
O’Brien added a goal and two asalsts,

North had earned the right to play
Salem by defeating Blshop Borgess on

]
tournaments.

The larger tournament will be played at the
Washtenaw and Travls Polnte country ¢lubs In the
Ypsilantl-Ann Arbor arca. Officlals cxpect 182
playcrs to compete at those sites for a mere 18
berths to sectlonal competition in carly June.

The Muskegon Country Club will play host to 45
golfers vylng for four sectlonal-quailfylng berths,

According to state officlals, the 227 golfers com-
petiting for the 22 sectional berths represents the
largest fteld ever for U.S.

S %
ng

The head pro at Great Oaks Country Ciub hes
made It through local qualifying on three ditferent

Traub says he hasn't hud much pratice time this
seasen because of the heavy demands mund Great

=] Oaks

“It's been a really busy spring for me like it has
for a lot of the other players around the arca,” sald
Traub, “My gume bsn’t in Lop shape right now.

] think the toughest thing is the stamina . . .
getting Into condition. Walking 38 holes on one day,
Flnylng two rounds of golf takes a lot of condition-
n)

g

“(Playing two rounds en onc day) makes a dlffer-
ence, I think it glves the young players a definite
advantage,” he said.

LIKE TRAUB, Roth, an assistant pro at West

occasions, 1d's T 'Shanter C b, bas had

c .lklgd;nlfu 1982, ‘l‘rn:: gaﬁl}cl%@dhla the Op%zll l‘l)l Em’;ﬁfsrm} am O'Shanter Country Clu
alifornla’s renown cbble cl untry Club. ) ba: 'y I'll be

Although he falled to make the cut (ke shot a 155 mﬁ;{-‘f&ﬁm@“ ck scat right now, but Ll

and missed by four strokes), it was a rewarding

Open qualifylng. The fletd includes 100 amateurs

and 127 professionals,
John Traub, current Mlchigan PGA champlon,

and Je!f Roth, who played the Tournament Players
Serles satellite tour tast scason, are two area pro-

*Just to ‘plny out there in the Opeh was a great
experlence,” sald Traub. “I got a chance to practice
with people like Tom Watson and Scve Ballest-
eros.”

Roth was enthused by his recent showing at a
Michigan Section PGA lournament in Grosse Ile
where he was the low-pro with a round of €6,

“I'm hoping they have room for me at the sec-
tionals,” he quipped.

son champs, are 10-2 on the season. Monday, 60, in a pi gional quall- fo tee off at and
fier. Travis Polnte.
NORTH FARMINGTON was North, with enc game left to play,
knocked out ¢f the state tournament g g8.7-1. TRAUB IS a veteran participant in local quallfy-

ing.
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