SEMTA’s woes don’t
dismay 3 jobseekers

By Kathy Parrieh

‘Why would anyone apply for a job that could dis-
appear in six months?

It's cxactly that “chatlenge” that attracted the
three men competing to be the Southeastern Michi-
gan Transporiation Authority (SEMTA) general
manager.

While well aware of SEMTA's troubles - which
could mean shutting down the the ailing system
within a year unless there's a state or federal
bailout - the final candidates are eager to hop
aboard.

“I'm not looking for job securlty. I'm looking for
a challenge and wliling to take a risk,” 38-ycar-old
Willlam G, Stead told SEMTA’s board of directors
Tuesday during hls hour-long Interview. The candl-
daté, a clvil englneer, is director of operations for
the Bay Transp Authorlty,
Boston, Mass.

George Blilman, 58, a Miami civil englneer,
calléd SEMTA’s problems “symptoms of lack of
management control.”

“I FEEL very strongly thls can be a premiere
system In this continent,” Blliman sald. “The chal-
:iengc is there. But I also sce the ability to get things

one.”

SEMTA acting general manager Albert Martin,
who recently opted to be & cundidule for the job,
sald he wants to carry threugh his past year's work.

“Most of the problems of the Downtown People
Mover have been solved and the bus system maln-
talned effectively,” explained Martln, 43.

“All of my cnergy and thoughts went into han-
dling the job in the most effective manncr. And I've
done what I'set out to do.”

Underway since October, 1984 the natlonal
search was handled by consultants Plante & Moran.
‘The Southfleld firm was pald $40,000 to scout out
top notch candldates for SEMTA general manager.

Michaet J. Brice of Plante & Moran described the
process a3 “lengthy and very challenging.” Despite
SEMTA's decline, which has attracted natlonal
press coverage, the firm was pleased with the cali-
breof candldates.

DAILY REVELATIONS about the Downtown
People Mover's defects and spiraling costs didn't
sedre off applicants. In fact, the final 13 were all
“péople capable of hantlling this kind of thing."
Brice said.

‘m not looking for job
security. I'm looking for a
challenge and willing to
take a risk.’
—Willlam Stead
MTA operations director

“They were all very capable, exciting and com-
petent indlviduals.”

Plante & Moran narrowed the fleld from 75 to 13,
with the SEMTA board'’s search committee choos-
ing Blilman and Stead for final interviews.

Stead, who was recrulted by Plante & Moran, Is
chlef operating officer for the nation's flfth largest
mass transit system serving 542,000 passengers
cach weekday, He also was chief of staff for New
York Clty Transit Authority.

Biliman is principal enginecr with Raymend Kai-
scr Englneers, Inc,, Miami, Fla.

Both men have worked on Semta projects. Stead
worked on projects related to the proposed Wood-
ward Avenue rapid (ransit corrldor. Blllman was
project dlrector for the Detroit Light Rall Pro-
gram.

FORMERLY SEMTA'S director of human re-
sources and personnel adminlstration, Martln was
added to the list of candidates this month. His back-
ground Is [n personnel administratlon,

Brice sald it was “nppropriate” for the acting
general manager to be consldered. “In fact, we've
known Al Martin for years and years. I could say
honestly he has gone through an informal interview
process through the board’s and our knowledge of

“And It's typlcal for current staff always to be
consldered.”

But somc SEMTA board members expressed
concern over a candldate who had not gone through
the whole selection process.

“It doesn’t scem fair, Why go through the entire
process when he's not a candidate in the flrst
place?” asked Fred Todd, chlef financlal officer for
Wayne County.

EXCELLENCE

You demand it of yourself,
expectit from your upholsterer.
At A.E. Hoskinson's,

we give you excellence

in upholstering.

EXCELLENCE IN CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY

Thursdoy, Moy 16, 1885 O&E

(0)5A

ey

RAN

4 3
AT TR

<
G
Rtk

Tens $rE AN

“Look what w
.doforyoun
$2 :
We'yo'added o naw Beauty -
" Center 1o our Boouly Salon
al Oaklond. And o !
inlroduce our new ling
sarvicas wa're makinga i
oxcliing offer, ali for just $25.
- Here's what you'll get:
FACIAL .
«°skin anolysis N
leop pore cleansing
ersonalized masque
« biushing and vacuuming
= contouring meke-up -
opplication . " .
DIGITS PEDICURE "
» collageniparaliin
freqtment
« joo! massage
« DIGITS nall glaze
tinish
RELAXING MASSAGE
« by our cerilfled
mosseuse’ g
« hand, arm, shoulders
$5 OFF TANNING ,
SESSION CERTIFICATE '~ "
« Wolff system R
fanning bed
BEAUTY BASICS
TRAVEL BAG
“u filled with-Glemby hair = -
and skin producls. |
Olfer explres June 15t
One visit por cllent ploase.
Hudson's Baquly Salon,
585-3291. Qakland
sioto only.
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Now our famous oxford shirt

Las a “slim-fit” version, too

In addition to our celebrated full-cut oxford
shirt, our own skilled shirtmakers now make
this “slim-fit” shirt. It’s of the same long staple
Pima cotton oxford cloth with the same button-
down Polo collar. The only difference is the way
it fits the body. Instcad of the fullness our origi-
“nal is famous for, it’s scaled down to fit closer in
the chest and waist. So, if you'd like a closer fit,
simply ask for our “slim-fit" oxford shirt. In
white, blue, yellow and pink. Collar sizes 14%: to
17%; long slecves 32 to 36. $32

Use yaur Brooks Brothers Card, American Espren of Diners Club
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Furnishings for Men. Women & Boys
645 GRISWOLD, PENOBSCOT BLDG.,
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SOMERSET MALL, TROY

Sce your diamonds expertly reset
during our

JEWELRY

RESTYLING
EVENT

WHILE YOU WAIT

Sce yourdiamondsand 'preciou; stoncs transformed
intoanew and cxciting picce of jewselry right before yourcyes. Our
expertawill resct them while you wait. Choosc froma varicty of stylcs ranging from
the classic to the contemporary in 14k ycllow or white gold. We olferdesigns for rings,
carrings, bridal scts and men’s rings. An appraiscr willbe available for

and estate ion. Please call fer an appointment.
*

OAKLAND-MAY 17 WESTLAND -MAY 22

SOMERSET - MAY 18 LAKESIDE - MAY 23
BRIARWOOD - MAY 20 EASTLAND - MAY 24

TWELVE OAKS - MAY 21 FAIRLANE - MAY 25
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SOMENSTY MALL.(311) 633415 -
PASTLAND=WESTLAND = BRIARWOOD = LAK ES{DE—FAIRLANE —OAKLAND—-TWILVROARS
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