Book chief vows to keep faith

By Julls Brown
staif writer

- Beverly Papal hopes

the recent
cvents at the F C

T LT

satd Papal, who was appolnted acting
lIbrary dircctor May 2.

Gordon Lewis submltted hls reslgna-
tlon Wednesday, followlng a closed ses-
slon of the F C Li-

Library can be put in the past.

; “I think it's been a strain on the staff,
as well as on the community, and cer-
tainly for Mr. {Gordon) Lewls” and the
tibrary trusteas, she sald Friday.

“It will be my objective to malntaln
the quality of scrvices and the reputa-
tlon of the library, both within this
communlty and within the profession,”

Allies
gifted

brary Board of Trustees. Lewls had
served as llbrary director since 1974,

A natlona) search wi) most Ukely be
cm:{lucmd for Lewis' successor, Papal
sald.

“I would surmise that within the next
few months the board would establlsha
search committee.”

"“We haven't talked about it yet,” 1

keep
pact

in force

By Joanno Mallszewski .
staff writer

Clarenceville and Farmington school
dlstricts will continue their cooperative
glited program effort.

The state plans to continue funding
grants for the development of gifted
educaticn programs, seeording to Mlke
Dembrowekl, director of apecial sers
vlces In the Clarenceville distriet.

"We were golng to continue regard.
less of the grant,” Dombrowski added.

With the help of a state grant totalls
Ing approximately $22,000, the two dis-
tricts for the past year have been work-
ing together in developing and offering
teachers training programs, In-service
workshops and guest speakers — all
having to do with gifted education.

The frosting on the yearlong effort is
a course dealing with glfted education
which started this month at Dunckel
Middle School for general

these children within the general edu-
cation classreom, Dombrowski sald.

THE MONEY from the grant has
been used to pay the professlonals who
have been contracted to run the
workshops and seminars, as well as
buy textbooks and other materlals.

The two adjoining school districts
last September formed a consortium la
response to the state’s increased fund-
Ing “for districts trylng to develop pro-
grams for gifted education,” said
Graham Lewls, Farmington's assistant
superintendent for speclal education
and services,

Districts interested in the grant pro-

am had the chalee of applying as an -

individual distrlct or jolning forces
wlth other dlstricts, Lewis sald.

Desplte the availability of funding
from the state there was a hitch for the
Farmington district, which s out-of-
formula,

teachers.

Taught by Beverly Park of Wayne
State Unlversity, the course is designed
to Instruct teachers how to recognize
which students in thelr classes are glft-
ed and what Lype of curriculum ta otfer

“Hthe F Distrlet collected
it (the grant money) 66 percent of it
would have to go back to the state,”
Lewis sald, adding that the district re+
colves more in lozal taxes than the

Ploaso turn to Pago 4

brary trustee Jonathan Grant sald Frl-
day, “We haven't discussed replaclng
Gardon yet.”

When Papal came to the library In
1973, the professlonnl stalf was a
young one.

“He inherited a staff whose tenure
could be counted In months,” she sald
of Lewls. “There were very few pro-
grama for the pubile.

“Not only did he have a young stalf,
but he had an extremely small collece
tlon of materlals to develop. He has
made his imprint on virtually every de-

Safe

cycling

Instructor John McMullin of Troy directs student Chris Trosin,
also of Troy, through a left-hand tura into the cones on a rectang-
ular course at Troy Athens High School. The exercise is among

the

partment in this library.”

LEWIS WAS suspended without pay
at the concluslon of a May 2 meeting
with library trustecs. At that meeting,
trustees released a report on an audlt
done by the Plante and Moran account.
Ing flrm, That report indleated possible
personal uses of public money.

Thursday, an annauncement of Lew-
is' reslgnation was posted for library
staff. It reads:

“Gordon Lewls voluntarily resigned
his position at the lbrary cffective
May 15.

s go

gh as part of the Motorcycle Safe-
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“'Mr. Lewis' vislon of ibrary scrvices
has brought the Farmingten Commuui-
ty Library to where it [s today — a po-
asitlon of leadership both within the
P arca and the
state. Hls concept of library services
was comprehensive for all ages from
preschoolers to senfor citlzens; em-
bracing the traditional lihrary_role as
well as Informatlon services using the
new technologies. :

h patrons

years through his emphasis on profes-
slenal growth and creatlyity,

“The resldents of Farmington and
Farmington Hills have access (o an ex-
cellent library system because of the
contributlons of G, Gordon Lewis.” :

‘The Library Board is establlshing a
personnel committee, Papai said.

-- “The objcative s o review Birlngs
and promotions, and possibly to con-
duct termination interviews,” Library.. .
trustees Jonathan Grant and Charlotte

“His strengths In developing leader-
ship of the staff have p: d five
award-winning Hbrarians In the past 10

Please tum to Page 10

« ty Foundation Rider Course, offered at varlous metropolitan De-
troit sites. The state-approved program le funded by mototcycle
license plate feas. For more on motorcycle safety, see Paga 3A,

Athletes of the mind win competition

By Joanne Mallszewskl
atalf wrllor

Imagine taking a plece of classical
music — “Buckarco Hollday" from
Aaron Copeland's “Rudeo” to be exact
— and using it to show how, with Fa-
ther Nature looklng on, the seasons on
carth began,

I It sounds difficult, consider that
this fantastical presentatlon, complete
with costumes, scenery and slide pres-
entation must be concluded within 12
minutes, including two minutes for set
up. And one more thing, the music has
to functlon as more than just a back-
ground seranade. .

1t's called creative thinking. And it's
something a group of Forest Elementa-
ry students do well. In fact, woll
enough to capture first place In the the
{ocal, reglonal and stato OM (tormerly
Olymplcs of the Mind) competition.

Nabbing a firat-place trophy at the
state OM competition at Michigan
State University carlier this month
gives the winning Forest Elementary
team & shot at the world competition in
Maryland in June, .

“Qbvioualy we are all very excited
and thrilled,” sald Walt Jablonski, For-
est Elementary princlpal.

THE TEAM MEMBERS aro Brad
Pugh, Michelle Donlon, Kathy Glanni..
i, Mark Temple, Ben Spector, David
Adams and Suxls Sarafa,

Forest's team bas made a climb In
the OM competition since ils flrat try
1ast year in which the team, came in
{ifth place. .

“This year
They (the kids) had to appesl to tha
Judges’ sense of aesthetics,” sald Boh

- ‘Pugh, Forest's OM coach.

Contrary to popular bellef, the OM
competition Is open to all students
whether In gifted programs or not, sald
Pat Glrbach, OM coordinator for the
Farmington School District.

It was very subjective.'

“There's no requirement for being in
a gifted program,'” ahe sald. “Academle
talent and creative talent are not syno-
nymous.”

OM's purposa In a nutstiell is to “fos
ter creativa problem solving and team-
work,” Girbach sald.

Learning how to “brainstorm" with
cach other for ideas and solutions is an-
other part of OM's purpose, she added,

“Jf they bava the creativity In their
minds, then 1t's a beautiful program for
them,” Pugh added.

‘The way the OM competition works
13 that a team, such as Forest Elemen-

, choosea one of flve problems that

., tary,
rpquire “a long-term solutlon.”

“Musie, Maestro, Please” was the
Forest team’s selection. This problem
gave the kids a chance to chooso from a
1at of classical music listed by the OM
Associa :

tion.
‘We wound up with this one becausa
it wag a challenge,” sald Pugh, adding

all the work must be done by the tcam
members without adult help,

After deciding which plece they
would use In thelr problem, the next
task was to decide what to do with it.

“They couldn't just do anything and
have the musle play in the back-
ground,” Pugh sald,

“They had to make the costumecs,
scenery and siides for the background.
They learned how to use electronte mu-
sle and dubblng. They learned how to
use the mlcrophanes. It was really a
project.”

Flnally, the team of {ifth graders and
ono fourth grader decided to integratn
“Buckaroo Holidny” into a fantasy

resentation of how the earth’s seasons
Mgm at the time the world was creat-
“They had to work out tho choreog-
raphy, stage positions and the various
changes they would have to go through
in thelr performance,” Pugh sald,

To show, with the help of “Buckaroo
Hollday,” just how the scasons on earth
began, the Forest team created charac-
ters representing the four seasons,

The show opens with four “sames,”
belnga that are ldentical in every way.
The catch is that the four sames don't
want to be thesame. . X -

Father Nature is then asked to do
something about it. So he changes the
four sames. But after the change the
four sames are still the same.

Flnally, prompted by the wisest of
the sames, all four ask Father Nature
to chango them once again, = ¢

With the change completed, Father
Nature has changed the four belngs
inte: Frozen Toe, Sun, Bird and Leaf —
the four sessons in order, ’

BUT CONFLICT arises between tho

cold Frozen Toa and the hot Sun. To
stop the fighting, Bird and Leaf agrea
to step in and scparate Frozen Toe and
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