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Police tell story of freeway shoot out

By Terl Banas
atat! writer

Livonia Police Officer Gregory Hen-
derson testifled last Thursday that he
returned gunfire on James Douglas
Barton then turned his service revolver
toward the man’s two companions,

The testimoeny came at the start of
Barton's preliminary exam in Livonla's
16th Distrlet Court. Barton, 23, Is
charged with attempted murder In the
May & shoot-out on the Jelirles Free-
way which left one man dead and three
injured.

Henderson, 33, was rcleased last
Tuesday from the Westland Medical
Center, where he spent ninc days re-
covering from a bullet wound received
In the shoot-out.

The officer testlfied that he was
“fired on™ by the driver of a red Thun-
derblrd that he and his partner, Officer
Charfes Baron-Klask, had pulled over
on a traffic violatlon. The officer said
he was crouched down in the open door-
way on the passenger side of the car
trying to remove a gun he saw lylng on
the fioor. He sald he was looking In to
see why Barton wasn't getting out
when the shot came from Inside the
car.

“ knew I was shot, I knew I took a
shot In the chest , . . 1 returned flre,”
he testified.

WOUNDED and stumbling from the
impact of gunflre, Henderson sald he
was having trouble breathing and knew
he was "bleeding badly" when he shot
at Barton. Then he polnted the weapon
“in the dlrection” of Barton’s two com-
panions, Henderson had earlier ordered
Arthur E. Sherman and Casimir (Char-
lie) Bagaclunls, 20, of Westland, out of
the car and up agalnst the passenger
side of the Thunderblrd.

Henderson said the men were “ad-
vancing" and one had his hand in hls
pocket. Pollce reparted that nelther
Sherman nor Bagaclunls were armed.

Sherman, shot onee In the abdomen,
was dead-on-arrival at Westland Medi-
cal Clinle. Bagaciunis was shot three
times. As of Friday, he was stlll In
Westland Medical Center listed in fair
conditlon. '

On three occasions durlng defense at-
torney Jlm Rashld's questloning of
Henderson, Wayne County assistant
prosecutor Joht Sloan objected to
Rashld's attempts to get the cificer to
admit whether any of hls shats struck
Barton's two companlons.

“Do you know who you hlt?" asked
Rashid.

“Tve been tatd " Benderzon sadd, ba-
glnning to answar,

Sloan told Judge Robert Brzezinskl
the contents of a ballistics report belng
prepared by the Michigan State Pelice
Crime Lab In Northville would be “an
issuc” when (he hearing is continued on
Wednesday, May 29. Sloan sald hls wit-

assistance.
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PRIVATE VS PUBLIC

A public funoral glvos tha community a
chance to oller Its support and share the sorrow
of the immediale famlly of the decoasad. A
private funera) limits thoso who may attond. It
arblirarlly shuts out rofatives, frionds, associ- |
ales, and acqualntances who falt close to the
decensad and would wish to say a final good--
byo; also those whose primary tle Is t0 the
bereaved and wish to ba of some comfort and

The funoral Is of tha person who died and Itis
for thase who liva an. It is important that these
peaple outside the Immediate family clrcle bo
permitted to express thelr sympathy and offer
support through a public funeral. Such oxpros-
slon should be freely glven AND froely recelved.

Oneo (3 often surprised and warmed by the
response of a wide clrcie of rolalives, {rlends,
and assoclates at a public funoral, 1t Is a practice
which should be encouragud, not turned off.
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nesses will include three ballistics ex-

Upon queationing, Hendersen report-
ed that he had never before been fired
upon or {ired his gun in his “almost 13
years" on the Livonia force.

Henderson looked pale as he recount-
ed the events of the shooting on I1.96,
west of Mlddlebelt. After 15 minutes of
questioning by Rashld, Sloan nsked
Brzezinskl for a short recess on Hen-
derson’s behalf. Henderson later asked
to stay when hls partner was calted to
testify.

Baron-Klask, who said he never
moved from the drlver's side of the car,
when the shooting started, sald he
couldn't see what was happening on the
opposlte slda of the vehicle.

The offlcer, who was unhurt In the
Incldent, sald he and Henderson first
spotted the Thunderbird as It drove
past their scout car which was sta-
tioned on Middtebelt Road, heading
south toward Schooleraft,

1t was shortly before 3 a.m. and the
officers were susplelous because the
backseat of the car was filled with
some kinds of ebjects. Unawate of the
rohbery that occurred in Farmington
Hills, the offlcers fallowed the car and
then tried to stop it when the car, car-
rying three men in the front seat, made
a right turn without signaling onto the

Schooleralt scrvice drive.

Baron-Klask sald both offlcers
reached the car, each taking a dlfferent
slde, at the same time, He asked the
driver (Barton) for his llcense and reg-
istration and reported that the driver
safd he had fust been “evicted from his
house” and didn't have either.

“Then, 1 recelved information from
Officer Henderson, ‘Charlie, there's a
gun In the car,’ " he testifled,

“I saw Mr. Barton lean o hls right
2nd an orange flash from him toward
Officer Henderson,” satd Baron-Klask.

THEN Barton drove away, said
Baron-Klask, “As Mr, Barton pulled
away, I saw the other Lwo occupanis
iylng on the: shaulder of the road.”

Before Barton drove away, the offi-
cer sald he saw him attempting to re-
load his gun,

“I knew he and 1 were In o race to
reload and that if 1 didn't (reload flrst)
. . . I'wouldn't get out of there.”

Baron-Klask sald he landed in the
mlddle of the freeway as he backed
away from the vehlele while shootlng
at the driver. He said he tried to follow
Barton, upon learning Henderson was
st{lt concelous, but soon lost hlm.

BARTON, bearded and dressed in a
black suit and epen shirt, sat expres-

slonless in front of the witness stand
durlng testimony. Barton had been re-
leased from the hospital the previous
Saturday and walked with a llmp jn his
left leg, injured by bullet wounds
recelved In the shootout.

Barton, who did not testify, also is
charged with the use of a flrearm In the
commisslon of a felony. His eourt-op-
pointed attorney declined to discuss hls
clicnt’s defense after last week’s hear
Ing.

Barton and Bagaclunis face charges
In Farmington Hills in connection with
the armed robbery there. Barton Is
charged with three counts of armed
robbery, one count first-degree criml-
nal sexual conducteand four counts of
use of a firearm fn the commisslon of 2
felony (sccond offense). Bagaciunls is
charged with three counts of armed
rabbery and three counts of felony {lre-
arm.

Barton remalns in Wayne Counly
Jail on a $500,000 bond. He was em-
ployed at Franklin Fastener in Redford
Townshlp at the time of the shooting-
robbery. He had been pareled last Jan-
uary Irom the Southeastern Mlchlgan
Prison at Jackson after serving a 26-
month sentence on an armed robbery
and weapons conviction In Wayne
County Circult Court.
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And now thru Sunday your Bucks will buy you more

FITNESS & FUN at

COURT TIME RACQUET & HEALTH CLUB,

than anywhere else, . .
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SPECIAL SUMMER MEMBERSHIP

INCLUDING:
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A Prospectus wlll be available for you at the seminar,
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