New workers’comp plan gets

good rating from Cruce,

, GOV. JAMES Bl '3 nCw pro-

Faust

posal to cut workers' compensation
costs by addressing only adminlstra-
tive Issues has won Immedlate support
{rom some key lawmakers, General
Motors and the United Auto Workers.
But [t drew sharp critielsm {rom some
‘business offlclals, ’

The governer said he expects the
plan, which will go to a legislative task
force, to be approved before the sum-
mer reeess.

‘The proposal evades the controversy
over the deflnitlon of “disability” while
focusing on strcamtlning the system's
adminlstrative procedures.

As such, It reficcts many of the De-
cember recamnmendations of Universl-
ty of Michigan law professor Theedore
St. Antolne, appointed by the governor
as ? pecial counsel on worker's compen-
satlon.

DRAWING THE MOST [lre are the
governors proposals to eliminate the
June 30 sunsct on the disability definl-
tion, to appolnt an advisory council of
business and labor to study the lssue,
and to cllminate the ability of the
appeals bourd (o review the cntire
record of a ease decided by administra-
five law examiners.

Blanchard sald the proposal would
make the system more cost competi-
tlve and equitable for Injured workers.
Aides sald exact cost savings arc im-
possible to calculate,

And alluding 1o GM’s forthcoming
decision on a slte for Its Saturn project,

. he said, “We are trylng to do every-
» thing we can (o improve cooperation
because (hat could affect future busi-
“hess decistons,”
.. 'The gavernor sald the ndministrative
treforms will be a major improvement
.In the job climate and In administra-
“tive costs. “Further reforms will be
much more attatnable i we can move
out and clear up administrative prob-
lems,” he said,

The governor said he would create,
by executive arder, an advisory council
cqually represented by business and la-

e4 to con-
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bor to address the definitlon issue as
quickly as possible,

ST. ANTOINE sald he was delighted
with the proposals to address adminis-
tratlve problems. He said they consti-
tute “the one universally acknowledged
failure of the system - the crushing
backlog of cases (five years)." .

Senate Labor Commlttee Chairman
Doug Cruce, R-Troy, co-chairman of
the task force, said he was encouraged
by the proposal, saying, “It will be 95
percent of what we'll end up passing. 1
belleve it docs have the foundation to
reduce costs,” L

Task force member Sen. Willlam
Faust, D-Westland, said It appears to
be a framework for a solutlon.

House Minerity Leader Michacl
Busch, R-Saglnaw, sald he was skepti-
cal that another advlsory council would
be helpful in addressing the longstand-
ing battle over the definltion of dlsabll-
ity.

MICHIGAN MANUFACTURERS
Associatlon  Presldent John Thodls
strongly oppased delaylng actfon on the
definltion questlen, while applauding
the propesed changes in
procedures.

Commerce Director Doug Ross, who
helped wifi the support of the UAW and
GM, sald the advisory councll would
not simply study the deflnition, but
would be charged with the responsibili-
ty to resolve the issue as fast as possi-

lc.
Major points fo the governor’s plan
areto:
® Make the disabiiity deflnition for
occupatlenal discase consistent with
that for traumatle Injury.

‘OU to give 800 degrees

Oakland University will honor 696
undergrad an stu-
dents in five ceremontes June 2,

Commencement  speakers will be
Oakland County Executive Daniel T.
Murphy; OU Trustee and Utica Com-
munity Schools Superintendent  onald

* L. Bemls; Wiitlam L. Kath, e ‘tve
engincer with Interior Syste wl-
neertng of Ford Motor Co, ...
Dauglas, Dorothy Rider Pool professor
of nursing at St. Frances de Sales, Cen-
ter Valley, Pa.

Individual ceremonies allow each ac-
ademic unit to devclop speclul pro-

grams to honor graduates and their
parents.

Honored at the College of Arts and
Sclences ceremonies will be Linda Ni-
cholson of Utica and Robert McClaty
of Royal Oak. They are reclplents of
the Matildr R. and Alfred G, Wilson
Awards glven yearly In memory of the
couple who donated their land and
money to establish OU.

® Streamilne the appeals process
with a new appellate comlssion to hear
ncw appeals while the existing board
would clear away the existing backlog.

® Sct time 1imits on appeals.

® Encourage voluntary arbitratlon.

@ Set new quailfication for adminls-
trative law examiners,

tested cases, in part through expanded
medtation.

® Limit attorncy fees by lmiting
the Ume perlod on which fees are cal-
culated to 104 weeks and basing fees on
benefits after deductions for other
coverages.

® Set a priority hearing calendar

for cascs.

@ Adopt rules limiting medlcal fees
to the maximum allowed by out-state
Blue Cross trust fee schedule.

Warren Hoyt is executive direc-
tor of the Michigan Press Associa-
tion.
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JERRY MURAD'S HARMONICATS
19 million copies of "Peg O My Heart”

THREE BIG SHOWS
SUNDAY, MAY 26th - 2:00 PM
MONDAY, MAY 27th - NOON & 3:00 PM

You Could Win Free Tickets To
Two World Classics

U.S. OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP OR GRAND PRIX
ANDOM DRAWING - MONDAY - 4:00 PM

SOMERSET MALL

HOLIDAY HOURS: SUNDAY 12-5/MONDAY 10-6

CELEBRATE
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND

o

at Coolidge, Troy

Thursday, May 23, 1085 O&E
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This “346” tan suit has
the benefit of Brookstretch

Consider the comfort of a suit material woven
to “give” as you bend and move ... while neatly
holding its shape ... and you have our exclusive
Brookstretch. Of crease-resistant polyester and
worsted blend designed to travel well. ‘Tailored
on our distinctive “346” 3-button model in tan
... a shade that easily accepts a wide range of
furnishings. Coat and trousers, $285 -

In addusion 1o regular, short, fong'and extra long, we offer
shis suit in medium fong, proportioned for men $'10° to 6",

Use your Hroaks Brothers curd, American Express or Diners Club
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((ZELOTHINGS
Furnishings for Men. Women yBoys

645 GRISWOLD, PENOBSCOT B1.DG.
DETROIT » SOMERSET MALL, TROY
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sound great - just a little imngination.

THE SAVINGS!

10% OFF

all EYAMAHA
PartaSaund porraTONE"

KEYBOARDS

NOW THRU MAY 31 +Accessories not inctuded

Yemaha's Keyboards are fun ond easy to play.
And you don't need a lot of musical experience to

Oneof Michigan's Lergest. Seloctions of...
- SHEET MUSIC &
UNIQUE MUSIC GIFTS

THomas MUSIC SUPP

3715 N, Woodward » Royal Oak
2 Blks. N, of 13 Mile + 549-4422
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SHOP SUN. 125, MON., THURS. & R, 109, TUES, WED.
THIS SALE,

REDUCTIONS MAY HAVE BEEN TAKEN PRIORTO

AMERICAN DPRESS, VISA, DINERS CLUB AND

BONWIT TELLER GPEN MONDAY, MEMORIAL DAY. SHOP 10:.10 6:00.

& SAT, 10—, SOMTRSET MALL. CALL (313 6438700, ORIGRAL

SALE THROUGT MAY 31 CALL T CHECK ON AVAILABIUITY OF MERCHANDISE, USE YOUR TELER CARD,
MASTERCARD ALSO ACCEFTED..

PRICES S THAT IN SO INSTANCES, INTERWEDWYE PRICE
USE YOUR BOKWIT B

v * .



