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By Joanno Maliszowsk!
staff writer

In a campaign without controversial
issues, candidates talked of maintaln-
Ing educational challenge and excel-
Jence during the flrst debate of the
1985 Farmington schoot board race.

TFwelve of the 14 candidates met at
{he Invitation of the Farmington Demo-
crotlc Club at the Botsford Inn last
Thursday to outline their political and
ceducatlonnl philosophles.

Candldates participating in the de-
bate were Donald Allen, Joan Brown,
Jnck Cotton, Helen Ditzhazy, a spokes-
woman for Roxanne Fitzpatrick, Pat
Girbach, Maxinc Harwin, Michael
King, Rick Knauer, Marty Krohaer,
Jean Moran and Al Zolton,

Talk of malntaining cducatlonul ex-
cellence in the dlstrict and of providing
students with continual challenge sur-
faced in response to a guestlon from
the audlence.

“1 think some of the kids that are
leaving public schools are leaving be-
cause they aren't belng challenged
enough,” sald Harwin, who advocates
Introduclng foreign languages into the
clementary grades, as well as using let-
ter grades for evaluation starting inthe
fifth grade.

ZOLTON, an assoclate professor at
Mercy College, and Knauer, an attor-
ney, tended to agree, arguing in favor
of striving for excellence in the publle
scheob system instosd of leitieg tkal
task fall to the private schoals.

- If the Farmington district continues
to provlde excellent educational oppor-
tunities for chlldren, those who Lrang.
fer to private and parochial schools
won't be doing it because “of a lack of
excellence” In the local district,
Knauer sald.

Glrbach, who calls hersclf a “profes-
stonal volunteer” with education-orl-
ented activitfes such as Olymples of the
Mind, peinted to a dlfference between
public and private scheols.

Private schools can choose thelr stu-
dents and buttress their academie
standlng, Girbach aald. Publle schools
don't have that option, she added,

But Cotton, former athletlc director
for the Farmington district, made it
clear he opposes “any type of segregat-
ing of students.” Instead, emphasis
must continue on the excellence of pro-
grams to meet all students’ needs,

ON A SIMILAR note, Brown, & hos-
pital homebound teacher for Oakland
Schools said: “People think they can
buy things they can't get in publle cdu-
catlon. I don't think that's true.”

Most of the candldates agreed that
the Farmington School District pro-
vides an excellent education for chil-
dren. But the problem, many sald, is
that the excellence of {he educational
programs is not advertlsed or market-
¢d enough to parents and those outside
of the district,

“T don't think we bave been positive
enough with what's been happening In
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Hilis looks to increase for

By Julie Brown
siatf writer

1l you'd wanted to fight city ball —
or perhaps just speak your mind —
‘Wednesday was your chance,

A publle hearing on Farmington
HIlls' recommended 1985-86 budget
was held Wednesday, Clty council

and city met
with approximately 20 residents at the
hearing.

Clty Manager William Costick got
things started with a review of the
$085-86 budget. The budget must be
adopted by June 10, the council’s first
regular meeting of the month.

The proposed general fund expendi-
tures add up to $16,847,137, the city
manager sald, That sum represents a
6.64 percent increase over the
géE‘GOB.lBB operating budget for 1854-

School budget u

: By Joanne Maliszewak|
- statf writer )

Farmington School District taxpay-
+ ers will pay 34 raills in 1935-86 to sup-
- port a $49.7-mllllon budget.
The now tax rate represents a reduc-
tion of .7 mills from the 1084-85 loyy.
School trustees Jast week voted 6-0
.o adopt the 1985-86 budget and the
new tax levy. School Board President
Jack Inch was absent.
_ The 34 mills to be levied In 198588
include 32,5 mills for operations and
1.5 mills for debt.
. In 1984-85, school officials levied
84,7 mills, comprised of 33 mills for op-
eratlons and 1,7 mills for debt.
The dlstrict's debt levy in 19B5-88
flus interest will provide approximate-
y $2.6 milllon. Approximately $2.2
million has heen specifically appropti-
nted for the redemption of tha prinel-
_pal, payment of interest and other mis-
“cellancous expenditures,
. EVEN THOUGH SCHOOL officlals
will levy less millage in 1985-86, the
‘school district will be generating more
rovenuo than last year because the dis-
rict's total state cqualized valuation

(SEV) is expected to be mora than $1
billion, That's approximately a $117
million Increase with about $74 million
of that in new constructlon.

A school distriet taxpayer with o
$90,000 house asscased at $45,000 will
pay In 1085-08 (bascd on 34 mills) ap-
proximately $1,530, This does not in-
clude taxes Jevied by the city, county,
community college and intermediate
s o o proposed

on the pro 32,5 operating
mills the distriet will generate addi-
tonal revenue worth 1.2 miils, accord-
ing to school officlals.

The additional revenue generated
through tho lncreased SEV will help the
district balance its operating budget in
1088-86, said Superintendent Lewis
Schulman.

Salary increases, capital projecta
and a gencral increaso in district costs
make it necessary to usa the Increased
revenue rather than trim tho tax rate
down to generato the same amount as
1aat year, Schulman sald.

The district's anticipated expend!-
tures In 1965-88 of more than $49 mil-
lon represeats an almost 5 percent in-
crease over last yoar, according

The budget recommends an 8.8 mil-
lage rate, an Increase from the 1964-85
rate of 8.0,

The proposed 8.8 millage rate con-
sists of a total 7.7 mills for operations
and debt, the same rate levied last
year.

The remaining 1.1 miils would be
used for implementing projects listed
in the upcoming year of the city's six-
year capital improvements program.

At Wednesday's hearing, Costick re-
viewed the general fund and capltal
improvement cxpenditures, Recom-
mended General Fund budget expendi-

@ Police Department, $5,374,031,
32.3 percent;

® Flre Department, $1,322,076, 7.9
percent;

reent;. .
® Publlc Scrviees, $2,800,803, 18
pereent; -

@ Refuse Removal, $1,034,187, 6.2
pereent;

® Speclal Services, $921,050, 55
pereent;

 Debt Service, $366,223, 2.2 per-
cent.

Veteran council-watcher Aldo Vag-

nozzl spoke at Wednesday's hearing.
The Farmington Hills resident gave the

turcs for 1985-86 Include the

o Administration, General Govern-
ment, $3,081,104, 18.6 percent;

® Library, $1,051,212, 6.3 percent;

» District Court, $506,351, 3.1 per-
centy

p by 4.9

Flnance Director Bill Prisk,

The new budget does not represcat
any new programs, Schulman said. Al-
though the budget increases are due in
large part to anticipated increases In
elementary and special education en-
rollment, the increases also reflect sal-
ary increases for all district employ-
ces, with teachers recelving a 5.5 per-
cent raise In 1985-86 and increased ex-
penditures for atudent supplics,

School officials expect an enroliment
decline of 8 percent in 1985-86, That
works out to about $4,800 belng spent
on cach of the estimated 10,032 stu-
dents. The cost per student also In-
cludes the higher cost of education for
speclal education students.

THE NEW BUDGET also takes into
account the following:

® Employment of two consultants
for the expanded clementary scienco
program.

o New copy machines for the sec-
ondary schools {0 serve as alternates
when the rented machines nced ro-

[ on of the computer appli-
mﬁos}:jﬂal to include North and Har-

to rison high schools.

-Ing

1985-868 d budget a pass-

grade,
“If 1 were to grade this budget, I'd
give 1t a ‘B'"" If his suggestions were
accepted, Vagnozl told the councll,
that grade would become an ‘A",
Vagnozzl's questions and comments

percen

@ Replacemment of sow

buses and two orthopedic buses. o
® An Increased allocation to replace
two malntenance vehleles.

® The addition of a teacher and
aldes for the reading and gifted pro-
gram which will be split, into separate
programa, Administrators are siill con-
aldering this pilot pregram. .

“We're looking at this program. But
;li;re fooking at It more deliberately,”

ulman said.

@ An increaso in the district's capl-
tal needs account.

® Continuation of the district’s

Twenty-five cents

Spicer

By Julla Brown
staff writor

park

‘We're very

Farmington HIlls' acq of the
212-nere Spleer property was complet-
ed Thursday. .

“We closed on the property Thursday
at noon,” sald Doug Gaynor, Farming-
ton Hills' dlrector of spectal services.

Gaynor was among several city em-
ployces who met Thursday with Mark
Thomas, broker from Welr, Manuel,
Snyder & Ranke, and with Nicholas
Spicer, executor of the estate of lhe
late Eleanor Splcer. Checks totallng
$1.5 mllllon were aceepted by Nicholas
Splcer from the city lo complete the
closlng,

The Spiecr property is located west
of Farmington Road and north of 10
Mile Road in Farmington Hills. A citi-
zens' committee began studylng possl-
ble uses for the property last Novem-

ber.
In March 1983, the clty entered Into
an agreement for the p follow-

appreciative of all the
people who spent a lot
of time and made
commitments to the
project.’

Doug Gaynor

Farmington Hills employee Thursday.

“We're very appreclative of all the
people who spent a lot of time and
made commitments to the project,”
Gaynor sald. “And, of course, io the
Michigan Land Trust Fund board for
thelr sensitlvity and understanding In
approving our application.”

The city's Parks and Recreation
C will

ing negotiations on the possible acquisl-
tlen.

“We had two one-year options,” Gay-
nor sald. “Each option was accompa-
nled witk a $260,000 check, which wenl
toward the purchase price,

“BASICALLY, WHAT we dld was
we took It off Lhe market. We took it
out for two one-year optlons. In the
meantime, we sought the grant from
the Michlgan Land Trust Fund.”

The grant {unds covered $1.2 million,
or §0 percent of the total cost of §2 mil-
len. A rejmbursement check from the
state was delivered to the city by a

make
tions to the city council on possible uses,
for the property. A publlc bhearing on
possible uses was held May 14,

“The commisston’s working en some
tings and were working on gome
things,” Gaynor sald. Within SO days,
there should be some recommendatlons
far the councll on the next step.

“We've got a number of alternatives
we're working on,” he sald.

“The acquisition portlon of the
project has been compieted, but there's
the next step of development, and then
use or operating and malntenance. So,
it's probably just beglnntng."

improvements

about the budget ran the gamut, rang-
Ing from such areas as the unappropri-
ated fund balance to property nssess-
ments for apartment buildings to work-

clty's Parks and Recreatlon Commis.
slon, also spoke at Wednesday's hear-

ing.
The Parks and Recreation Commis-

er’s compensation costs. slon has the responsibility of making

He also g d exp cs for ions to the city councll
consultants and for the city's corpora- for uses of the Splcer property. In the
tlon counsel, The budget dsa capital imp portion of the
total of $181,000 for corporation coun- recommended budget, a $50,000 ex-
sel dl in 1 to P for develop-
$150,813 in actun] expendltures for ment of the Spicer property.

1983-84 and projected actual expendl-
turcs of $166,100 for 1984-85.

“ know that covers routine matters,
but have the routine matters gone up
that much?" Vagnoz! asked.

“I's been noted over the past few
years the city attorney’s been reluctant
to Increasa the retalner amount,” City
Mangger Costick told Vagnors. The
sorvices the city attorney provides
have been on the increase, he sald.

Vagnozzl praised the addltion of
three positions to the police depart-
ment. Those positions arc one new ser-
geant, one additional police officer, and
a clerk-typlst for the department’s re-
cords dlvision.

“We've stood still too long on the
number of pullee ukllca,—.," Vagooet

sald.
Dennls Fitzgerald, chalrman of the

IN RECENT MONTHS, a citizens’
committee has been studying potential
uses for the Spicer property, the last
opex area in the clty which will be des-
ignated as a park arca. The property is
west of Farmington Road and north of
10 Mile Road. .

A survey of possible uses for the
P!
to rank their prefercaces among the
® Multlpurpose mecting place
© Multipurpose youth sports field
© Nature Interpretive center
@ Plenlc aren and pavilion
@ Trails (hiking, nature, cross coun-

)
Lry. Outdoor lce rink
® Working farm
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What the new budget does mot in-
clude, Schulman sald, are expenditures
fﬂl:’"lo‘;l:: serious nsed; on toof repairs
and paving repalrs.

““This Is not indecision,” ho said. “The
analysts (of the cost of these

those proposed
projects) was Incompleta by budget -
time.”

Although fInal figures won't bo in un-
til at least the end of July, Prisk esti-
mates the district's fund equity will ac-
tually ba about $2.6 milllon (this is not
:he ;)fma s tho $2.6 million in the debt
un S
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