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Seven acres of land near the Gre
entrance were cleared to make a home for the
birthplnce of Harvey Firestone, foundor of the

enfiold Village
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ONTHS OF RESEARCH con-
vinced Greenfield VIHage
hlstorians the 1828 Harvey
Flrestond' birthplace was

completely remodeled in 1882.

They were very relieved to discover
a small note tucked under the plaster
of thelr new acquisitlon.

Apparently put there by the 14-year-
old future tirc magnate, it was signed
“Harvey Firestone, 1882."

“It was really a delight to find that
note. It told us we made the right deci-
sion,” said Blake Hayes, conscrvator-
historical structures.

OPENED MAY 25, the Flrestone
Form ks Greenfield Village's first ma-
jor acqulsitlon since the 1740-1750 Salt
Box House was completed In 1978,

1t [s the largest additlen since Henry
Ford was buslly acquiting birthplaces.
At $1.25 million, it matches the English
Cotawold Cottage as most expensive.

But even more important is its sig-
nifteance as the only working farm in
the complex of 100 structures,

“Really, the American story starts
with the farm and evolves to the facto-
ry, town and clty,” Edison Institute
President Harold K. Skramstad Jr.
said.

“This allows us to tell stories we ha-
., ven't been able to tell before with ef-
fectiveness.”

MOVED FROM Columblana, Ohio,
near Youngstown to seven acres just
west of the village entrance, its maln
feature s the two-story brick farm-
house where the founder of the Fire-
stone Tlre and Rubber Co. grew up.

After he made his fortune, Harvey

Firestone entertalned friends such as
Henry Ford and Thomas Edison there
in the summer.

The house's Interior was completely
redone in 1892, but rather than recon-
struet the house as it was In the early
18003, researchers decided to preserve
the later, remodeled verslon.

“IT WAS VERY well preserved in lts
1892 pattern,” Hayes sald. Hayes's
crew uncovercd the well-kept secrel
that the house had been updated. The
bullding also underwent many changes
in the 19003 when it eventually became
a dalry farmhousc.

“And there was also a strong desire
to interpret the 1882 perlod as a work-
Ing farm. Most muscums have ploneer
farms."

Curators admit the house’s decorat-
ing may surprise some visitors, One
wall carries four colors - all mlcros-
coplcally anallzed so they could be
reproduced exactly, The outslde trim
on the red brick bullding Is green,
brown and ycllow.

“The colors and wallpaper will
surprise peaple, but there was so much
good cvldence. There's n tendency to
assume all houses had green shutters
and white trim.”

RESTORED THROUGH a $2 milllon
grant from Firestone Foundation of
Akron, Ohto, the farm is more than just
ancther famous person’s birthplace,

Instead, it's a working sheep farm’
complete with a large Pennsylvanla
Dutch bank barn, pump house, chicken
house, and fields full of crops and an
orchard.

A half dozen Greenfleld Village
buildings were ‘moved so that there
would he growlng space for cats, hay

of

tute’s first working farm will
ence what it was tike to live on a tato 18th contu-
ry Ohio shoep farm.
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and corn. Grazing on the farm are sev-
cral kinds of animals, including the
Vermont Merino sheep whose wool and
lambs the family relled on for income.

Interpreters wearlng clathes of the
1880s actually run the farm, Using pe-
rled farm equipment and household
utensils, they will help visiters under-
stand late 1800s agrleulture.

. Caw .
who came to Dearborn from Now Hampshire {n ’
January.

LEAD INTERPRETER is Steve
Eastman, a New Hempshlre resident
who came here In January from a
small living history farm calied Nor-
lands.

While planning to develop some edu-
cational programs about the farm,
Eastman sald hls maln goal is to “in-
terpret the whote process to people.”

“I've always felt it's important to in-
lcrprgt history to people In a living

ry” to Greenfie!ld Village visitors are Livonia resi-
dent James Johnson (left) end Steve Eastman,

Livonla resldent James Johnson, who
was lead Interpreter at the Saltbox and
Edtson homes before jolning the farm
crew, also enjoys “living history.”

“Just being able to show this te peo-
ple,” he sald, “It’s great fun.”

TO BE DEDICATED Junc 29, the
Flrestone Farm 13 expected to attract
visitors from all over the world,

That's one reason the Firestone
Foundation wanted it moved from its
orginal locatlon ~ where 75 to 100 peo-
ple visited It a year.

Skramstad aces the completed
project as Lhe end resuit of “iwo people
looking for a partnership and finding
it”

'
Detalls like this door latch are being
carefully restored.

“Fhe American story begins with the
farm, but Greenflcld Village was lack-
ing onc. Flrestone had a farm, but not
an audience.

“It's a natural fit for the Firestone
Farm to be at Greenfleld Village.”

Rising behind the farmhouse is the "~
Pennsylvania German Bank Barn, which .
is 100 foot long and 50 feat wide. ' :

We've cooked up new ways
tfo make cooking edsier.

10-40% off all kitchen and dining.
products May 30 through June 15.

Save on the finest selection of kitchen
and dining products designed to make
“cooklng perfect” tor those with arthritis,
back p o limited it The
fact {8, our "cooking pertect™ collection is
perfoct for anyone who wants 10 make
cooklng easier and more {un. .
Bl(mlnghum Store Locallon:
Maple at Bates

3 blocks wes! of Woodward

To help us demonstrate, Katio Hilboldt.
Curtis of 1he "Moveable Feast” will be in
ouf store:
Friday, May 31
Saturday. June 1

7pm- 9pm
10 am - 12 noon |
dpm- Spm -

Joln us and see how you can be “cooking
perfect.” .

\ Store Hours:
Mon., Tues.. Wed. and Sat. 9 am - 6 pm
Thurs. and Fri. 9am-~9 pm
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Edison Inatituto historlans learnod as much as possible

about the Firastone house. Each ploco In the houso was

help of careful nummbering.
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