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In making vacation plans, thoughts
of burglary preventlon may not be at
the top of the Mist of things to do. It's a
1ot more enjoyable to think about the
fup stuff — where to go and what to
see.

Neveriheless, spending a few min-
utes on burglary prevention Is a good
jdez for vacatlon-planners, whether
that vacatlon Is to last a few days or
several months,

Before leaving home, travelers
should make sure all doors and win-
dows are tocked.

“Make sure the home 1s all locked up
hofore you teave,” said Offlcer Dennis
Brils of the Farmington Hills Police
Department. “Don't leave any windows
open.”

The garage door should also be
closed. |

“If at all possible, lock the garage
doar, even §f you have to put a padlock
an it," Brills said. Leaving a garage
door open could allow burglars to pull
a vehicle into the garage, and then load
it with the residents' belonglngs, with-
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can helpin k peace of mind. HAVING A trusted ncighbor pick up

Include crime prevention in vacation plans

the mali and newspapers ls also a good
{dea, Brills sald, A stack of accumulat-
.cd newspapers “Is a dead giveaway
that no one’s home.”

That trusted neighbor should know
where to reach the vacationers in the
event of an emergency. The nelghbor
can also keep an eye on the home, notl-
{ying pollee If sometnlng appears to be
amilss,

Making arrangements to have the
tawn mowed is also a good idea. Durlng
the winier, arrangements should be
made to have the driveway and slde-
walks shoveled.

Automatle timers, deslgned to make
household lights go on and off, are also
useful for vacationers.

“The whele idea is to make the home
look lived in, like someone’s in the
house,” Brills said. “That's one of the
Ideas of using timers."

Timers can be attached to lights and
to radlos withln the home. They should
be set up to correspond to the family’s
normal use patterns, rather than going
on and off at odd hours of the day or
night.

“You want It to be in the same condl-
tian it would be in If you were there,”
Brills sald.

Blinds and shades should not be
pulled, he said.

“WE PREFER (hat they be left
apen, rather than closed. Closed shades
around the house are a dead giveaway
that no one’s home."

Valuables, such as jewelry, should be
stored in o safe-deposit box, rather
than being left at home while the faml-:
ly is away.

The local potlce depariment ahould
also be notlfled of vacation plans. Care
should be taken, however, to aveld pub-
Yicizing vacation plans, Even casual
conversation In a public place could no-
tify burglars of a family’s absence.

“people pick up on that, they listen,”
Brills said.

‘While travellng, vacatloners shoutd
also follow some common-sense gulde-
Yines, These Include:

@ Using traveler's checks, rather
than cash;

® Not leaving valuables in the ear,
particularly not In the p ]
compartment; :

@ Locking hotel room doors, and
keeplng room keys with you;

@ Storlng valunbles In the hotel's
safe, rather than In the hotel room.
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ANNUAL FOX TROT RUN — July
2u i3 the date of this year's cvent. Sup-
rort {itness In your community by par-
ticlpating in the Founders Day Festlval
Fox ‘Trot Run. The race will conslst of
51 and 10K runs, Details will be acrlv-
ing so0n,
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v

-

2

wrait shows
announced

Mercy Uigh Schoeol, at 11 Mile and
hiddlebelt in Farmington Hills, has an-
nounced dates for its fall craft shows.
On Oct. 5, the school will sponsor a one
day Folk Art & Country Crafts Festi-
val. All erafts assoclated with folk art
and country are acceptable.

.. On Nov. 30 and Dec. 1, Mercy wiil
present Its annual Christmas Arts &
Crafts Festival. The festival, now in its
{ilth year, contains approximately 200
‘tables of juricd arts and craits, Jurying
+for the Christmas Arts & Crafts Festl-
val will take place on June 1, July 1
mand Sept. 1. Folk Art and country
'ﬁm(ul wil be jurled for the last time on

une 1.
= Addltional [nformation may be ob-

SUMMER DAY CAMP — Have you finest
reglstered your children for fun this
summer? We have limited space still
avallable in our weekly day camp for
all ages. Check you camp brochure or
call the Y for full detalls at 553-4020.
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SUMMER Y MEMBERSHIP SPE-
CIAL — This limited time oﬂtir is

to pr
From now through "Seplcmber 15, you
and your {riends are Invlted to use the
Farmington Branch only for $45 indi-
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