Hotel picketers optimistic —
strike may end after one week

By Doug Funke
stafl writor

Picketers at the Troy's Somerset Inn
Tucsday were optimistic about getting
back to work a week after striking over
what they claim i3 management's ve-
{fusal to bargain and a decision to im-
pose new working conditlons,

Meanwhile, Scott Frickman, director
of operations at Somerset, sald about
100 replacements have already been
hired with nearly 20 more ready to go.

“We are just taking care of buslness
as usua),” Frickman sald,

The strikers — malds, food service
workers and desk personnel —~ will
recelve about $50 per week n strike
benefits for which they are expected to
picket four hours a day scven days a

weck.

The strikers belong to Hotel, Motel,
Restaurant Employees Local 24,

“It scema like It's not real,” sald Rita
Jurkiewicz as she picketed. Jurkiewlez,
who lives in Madison Helghts, said
she's worked as a dinlng room hostess
at Somerset for six years,

“All we have to do Is go home, say
our prayers and hope God is on our
slde,” Jurkfewlcz sald. *The union
brought wages up. If they break the un-
fon, they'll be working for minlmum
wages all over.”

Ruby Shanburm, a Royal Oak resi-
dent who works In the laundry, sald
she’s been at for 12

{Frickman) loslng now — loslng money
and respect in the communlty.”
- Karen Peace and Carolyn Mott, both
malds for three years and Detrolters,
scemed to be upbeat as they plcketed.
*We work hard for what we have,”
Peace sald. “We're not asking for the
cow and the calf, just a little picce of
the ple, Why should we fret? We don't
get pald what It's worth now.”

“WE WERE traincd for these jobs,"
Mott sald. ““We know what's golng on in
there. What he has inside (replace-
ments), he docan’t want that.

Nancy Benson, a Troy resident, sald
she's worked in housckeeping for five

s,

“We were a famlly,” she sald. *The
idea of being without a job is aad, but
we know we can go in and do the job
right. All we're asking for Is a reason-
able contract.”

Stan Hibner, a banquet server who

lives in Roseville, sald he's worked at

Somerset for 12 years.

“From what ] hear he (the Frankel
family, owner of Somerset) has new ho-
tels golng up, and he docsn't want the
unlon there or wants his own rules,”
Hlbner sald.

“It (the strike) might be long, but I
think it will be shorter,” he sald. “Now,
we'll have to suffer. Qur pride and in-
tegrity have been hurt.”

Local 24 has urged a boycott of the
which has sct aslde 150

p

yeats,

“THE FUNNY part of it is no onc
was asking for anything. They (man-
agement) just started takilng away,”
Shanbuem sald.

Adam Lobental, a cook at Somerset
for 1% years, said he'd rather work
than picket.

“We're willlng to lose a little, but not
everything,” the Ferndale resldent
safd. “We are wliling to lose two or
theee of thelr six or cight polnts. They
(rﬁnnnsﬂmenl) are not willing to lose at
alk”

Cindy Gravitt, a Troy resident, had
three young children In tow while she
picketed. Gravitt sald she's worked as
a waitress for 16 months.

“You get a little more angry (plcket-
ing),” she sald. “It brings people closer
together. We'll be back in there. He's

rooms for officlals of the Unlted States
Golf Assoclation and players in the U.S.
Open next month at Oakland Hills,

“AS A MATTER of fact, they (USGA)
want more rooms,” Frickman sald,
“Friday before the strike we notlfied
them of all possible sceharlos and they
were still pleased to be here

“We are still the host Imlcl for the

U.S. Open, and everything s moving

along well”

A spokesman for the USGA declined
to comment Tuesday on whether the
organlzation would stay at Somersct

during the tournament.

Frickman safd about 20 members of
24 crossed the plcket line when
the strike began and three others sub-

Local

sequently returned to work.
The unlon claims’11 initlally crossed.
About 120 are striking,
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E:lll your yard with premium quality Bedding Plants

grom our very own greenhouse

all full of color
and robust health,

From tomato plants to petunlas
to coloriul hanglng baskets,

you'll find the widest, most complete selection

“under the sun.”

So come on out and jump Into spring

with INSTANT COLOR.

No meetings or cvents have been
cancelled at Somerset since Local 24
struck, Frickman maintained. Almost
all dellverles have been made, he add-

©

“A number of our corporate clients
who have affalrs coming up have
called to make sure everything iy O
and will we bo able to deliver what we
contracted,” Frickmaa said. “The an-
swer 13 yes. We are just taking care of
business as usual.*

The quality of applicants — more
than 300 — to replace strikers has been
excellent, Frickman sald,

“WE ARE BEING very sclective,” he
sald. *I've had more compllmcnls by
peaple who had events here (last) week-
end, more so than the norm, Our clients
(a brldnl shower and bat mitzvah) were
very happy.”

Local 24 and maonagement are at
odds on wages, scolority rights and
work schedules,

The contract explred Dec. 31. Somer-

‘All we have to do is go
home, say our prayers
and hope God Is on our
side.’

— Somersel inn striker

set unit members authorized a strike
Jan. 1. Somerset management imposed
new work rules Feb, 22,

“We submitted our lut best offer
and Implemented it ., . . ,* Frickman
sald. “For all Intents and purposes, that
contract is in effect and will remain In
effect.”

No further bargaining sesstons bave
been scheduled,

Local 24 has filed unfalr lnbor prac.
tice charges alleging bad falth bargain.
ing, harassment of employees and es-
tablishing new work rules absent an

" impasse in negotiations.
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Bankrobber

nets $1,500

A lone, ostenslbly unarmed man
walked Into the Comerlca Bank
branch on Maple near Telegraph with
a note in o paper bag nnd walked out
with at least $1,500 just after lunch-
time Tuesday.

‘The man was described as white, 6- |
feet to 8-fect-3-Inches tall, with dlrly
blond hair, a mustache and other faci-
al hair. He wore a blue and white De-
troft I.lnn: visor, a T-shirt, blue jeans
and wnish Members Only-style
]acket. Bloomliold Township police

He walked up to the first teller in
the bank at about 2 p.m. and handed

him the paper bag. He asked the em-
ployee if he understood the note, po-
lice said.

When the teller asked the robber if
he wanted $100 bills, the man answer-
ed, “I want |t ali,” police reported.

The teller told police the mon
touched hlmself la the jacket, possi-
bly indicating a weapon. However, no

“weapon was seen and no threat of vio-

lence was made, according fo Lt
James Anas.

AFTER THE TELLER put $1,500-
2,000 in the bag, the man walked qul-
etly out of the front door.
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