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ANIBEL ISLAND, Fla, '— Is-
lands are scductive. You stop
for n brief look, then hours,

even days, later you find your-
self there still, perhaps sitting In the
Brass Elcphant while a young maitre d*
from Michigan prepares scampi and
linguini at tablestde.

1 came to Sanlbel Istand to vislt a
fricnd “for an hour or two at most,” on
my way from Sarasola to Marco 1Is-
land, crossing the causeway in full
sunshine, enjoying the sallboats bend-
ing agotnst the wind, the moter boats
knifing white through the water, a wa-
ter skler swimmlng back to his boat at-
ter a falk.

Couples and famllles were plenicing,
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beach chairs or poking them out van
doors and maklng a picket fence along
1he sea edge.

That was midalternoon and here I
am at 10 p.m. driving back across the
causeway to Highway 41, Marco Island
st far ahead of me as 1 watch the
lights of boats blink against the water
on chther side.

others were leaning fishlng poles over

Sanibel lsland, at the southern end of tho barrier ialands that
stretch along the gulf from Texas to Florida, is often identifled
with shalling. Onoe froguently sess figures sifhoustted against the
morning and evening sky, heads bont, hands outstrotched In
search of the perfect sholl. Some say Sanibel is tho best shelling
{sland In the Americas, third best in the world.

©:

TORONTO
i sn .

h Win an all expense
pald trip for 2
to Atlantic City

Purchasa a lickot or tour with
ve during June and you are

A oligibla (o winl
| A

19169 Morriman Hd.
at 7 Mile » Livonla

1 HAVE BEEN to Sanibel Istand be-
fore but I have never had the inslder's
tour from Joan Hooper before, so [
know a lot more about the Island now
than 1 did after a weckend vacation,
doing the Sanlbel Stoop morning and
night. That's the pleture most assoclat-
ed with this Island — flgures sithouet-
ted against the morning and evening
sky, heads bent, hands outstretehed In
search of the perfect shell.

Sanibel Is the southern end of the
barrler islands that stretch along the
gulf from ‘Texas to Florida, and it dally
lives up to its reputation as the best
shelling Istand In the Amerleas, third
best in the world.

Joan and her husband Van Hooper
are northerners, like most of the people
you meet in Florida, snowblrds who
{lew down from Wisconsin, sniffed the
hibiscus-scented salt-sea alr and
stayed. They are publisher and editor
of Islands Magazine.

EVERY ISLAND has its own geogra-
phy, history and lifestyle, but not every
Istand has been populated long cnough
to have old famllles and an excluslve
social life of its own. In a place like
that, tourists seldom get below the sur-
face unless Inslders Ilke the Hoopers
show them the island the way the teal
islanders know It.

»When local peaple glve directions to
seme place on Sanlbel Island, they al-
ways begin with “go across the cause-
way to the first traffle light" As if
there was o tralfle light on cvery cor-
ner, Instead of one or two holding lone-
1y vlgil under the Australian pine trees
that long ago overgrew the natlve salt-
hush of the area.

The flest eaifte light, where
Lindgren Boulevard crosses Periwinkle
Way, you can turn left to the historie
Santbe Lighthouse with Its flshing pler
and the best shelling beach on the Is-
fand; you can go straight ahead to the
glorious sand beach that runs past
matels and condos on the Gulf of Mexi-
co; or you can turn right Into town.

Town is a series of small shopping
plazas with names llke Heart of the Is-
land Plaza and Perlwinkle Place, full
of restaurants and boutiques. There's a
restored city hall, with a flve-flag hur-
ricanc alert system that only the locals
understand.

THE HISTORY of the island can be
briefly told. There are a few not-very-
noticeabtle signs of the early Indian cul-
ture, and no sign at all of the pirates
who once were here, The story s that
they burled their loot on Sanibel and
held women for ransom on the laland of
Captiva, a contlnuation of the barrier
reef jolned by a bridge to the western
end of Sanlbel.

A few lucky inhabitants ruled this
sea-sand-sun place alone unti! a cause-
way brought the developers in 1963, By
1974, the islanders bhad had enough.
‘They seceded from Lee County and, in
the true spirit of revelutlon, made
themselves into 2 clty and created
thelr own zoning laws.

Now you can't bulld anything higher

Fishing and shelling are favorite activites on doors form a i

over beach chairs or poking out lhrough van

than one of those Australlan pine trees,
and you'd probably get a ticket i you
didn’t stop for a snowy white egret
high-stepping across the road.

The birds were here first and they
still rule the roost. Islanders bulld high
wooden platforms so the ospreys can
nest somewhere other than on house-
hold chimneys.

BIRDS ALSO rule J.N. Ding Darling
Wildlife Refuge, a cumbersome name
for a beautiful piece of real estute
named for a popular cartoonist. It
takes up the western hall of Sanibel.

{lc pier.

condos, such as those at the Tortuga
Beach Club. There’s one camp ground
but you need reservations and it’s usu-
ally full, Captiva aiso hus accommoda-
tions, cspecially "Tween Waters Inn
and the South Seas Plantatlon.

The Hoopers were so graphic about
it that Leould easlly finaglae Chelslonss
Eve at 'Tween Waters Inn, when can-
dles filled the beach and the ncarby
Chapel-by-the-Sca. T had to settle for a
tour of the lovely old Florida dining
room and a peak into the Crow's Nest,
where the young folk hang out at night.
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ne as thick as a picket fence.
Sanibel Island. Sometimes fishing potes leaning These people are trylng thelr luck from the pub-

“THAT'S ABQUT as exciting as the
island gets at nlght,” Joan sald. She and
1 didn't stop there; we settled our well-
taured bones Into a banquette at the
Brass Elcphant restaurant, whers ex-
Detrolter Robert Truax Is the maltre

d.

‘As 13aid at the beginning, islands are
seductive, You drop in for an hour or
two and the next thing you know you
are full of lingulnl and Caesar salad
and you are trylng to foltow the map as
you cross the island causeway in the
dark, Over there is the real world and
1t's full of traffic lights,

Local people take thelr to the
refuge when the Roseate Spoonbllls are
i

n.

1f you just keep driving west, past
the refuge and on to Blind Pass, you
cross over a bridge to Captlva. By this
time I was not surprised to learn that a
1ot of rich and famous people live in the
flrst strip of houses near Blind Pass.
World-f artists g and
Lichtensteln have houses on Captiva.
And a postmistress and justice of the
peace called Nethel Moss conducts
marrlages on the beach.

Al this is insider talk, of course, the
real questlon s how can you and I cn-
joy belng a tourlst here? It's not a high
rise island, and there's not much slick
entertainment at night, but it's attrac-
tive to the right kind of traveler.

ON SANIBEL you can have your
own kitchen in a two-story motel witn
old world charm, called Sang of the
Sca, or you can stay in @ more sophist-
cated hostelry once known os the Shell
Harbor Inn and now the Hilton Inn.
That's where we visited the Brass Ele-
phant, but I'll get to that,

You can also stay in a number of

Two tours of China for teachers,

rofessors and other educators are
belng offercd this year by Michigan
Educatlonal Travel Inc. of Ann Ar-
bor.
Round trip costs range from $2,499
to $3,509, and side trips in the Far
East and Southeast Asia are avall-
able at the end of each tour.

Gulding the tours will be Dr, Rob-
crt Hefner, longtime U-M professor,
who has led seven simllar trips since
1879. A mafor goal of the tours ls to
meet teachers and students at a vari-
ety af educational institutions; in ad-
ditlon, major tourist such

China beckons
U.S. teachers

The first trlp, Avg. 3-26, includes
stops at cities along the “Sltk Road”
from Urumgl In the extreme north-
west reglon of Xinflang to Xian —
site of one of the greatest archeologl-
cal fInds of the 20th century.

‘The second trip, Dec. 21 to Jan. 5,
{eatures stops In the warmer south-
ern and tropleal partions of China.

Applicatlon deadlines are 60 days
before departure, although same res-
ervations may be accepted as late as
three weeks belore departure.

For more information write Michl-
Travel Inc. at 1407

C!
as the Great Wall of China, are in-
cluded.

gan
Marton, Ann Arbor 48104, or call
662-1B67.

As | said at the beginning, islands are
seductive. You drop in for an hour

or two and the next thing you

kriow you &ie fuli 6f linguini and Cassar
salad and you are trying to follow the
map as you cross the island causeway

in the dark. Over there is the real world
and it's full of traffic lights. \
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