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When in Flji, do as the Fijians do,
someone once sald,

On & recent jaunt to that South Paclf-
lc island, I attempted to do what thou-
sands of Fiflans do every day — go to
the movics,

In Fiji you kave to go to the movies
hecause there Is no televislon. No tele-
vislon means no “Teatlme Movie,”
“Saturday Showcasc™ or “Sir Graves
Ghuslly Presents,”

Video is becoming mere and more
papular in this former British protec.
torate, but relatively few Fijlans have
it. And those who do watch thelr rental
movles on little monitors that resemble
compuier screens.

So going to the movies was the order
of the day. After all, one can lounge at
poolside, sipping Fiji Bitter beer, for
only so leng before a certaln torpor
scts in — not to mention a certain sun-
burn. Since there’s not much to do in
Fljl that isn't directly related to sun,
sea and sipping Fljt Bitter, a movie
made good sense.

THE FIRST PROBLEM, as always,
was declding what to see. The Fiji
Times, replete with listings of movies
playlng all aver the 200-mile-long maln
island of Viti Levu, provided several
possiblilties,

Of course 1 wasn't about to forgo the
dellghts of the Fijlan climate and lush
landscape for a chance to see “Ghost-
busters,” “Bachclor Party,” “Revenge
of the Nerds” or “Body Double" again,
all of which were playing at theaters In
Fiji's two largest clties, the capltal
Suva, and Nadi, where the Internation-
al alrport slts.

Also showing were “An Officer and a
Gentleman,” “The Falcon -and the
Snowman,” “The Bounty,” “Romantic
Comedy” and “The Spy Who Loved
Me" — a selection to rlval what's usu-
ally avallable on Detroit-area screens.

+ I wanted to sce a Fljian film. Unfor-
tunately, that was impossible becausce
they dan’t make movles In Fiji. So I set-
tlcd for the next best thing — an Indian
movie.

Not a cowboy and Indian movie but
an Astan Indlan movie, which are the
rage on Flji where half the population
of one-quarter milllon is of Indian de-
scent.

Going to the movies
is different in Fiji

AGAIN THERE WERE numerous|
possibllities, and the ads for the movles
made each one seem enticing,

There was, for Instance, "“Zamana,”
which the ad writers proclaimed “has|
proved a super hit.” The movie's dis-
tributors probatly were responsible for|
the next line: “"Get more out of life!|
Come and see our movle.”

“Yudh” alsc caught my eye, partlen-!
larly with its cast list that read: “Stur-
ring the dynamic duo Jackle Shroff and
Anil Kapoor with Hema Hallnj, Tlna

Munim, Pran, Danny and
Slnha.

A review of “Yudh" on the same)
page outlined the plot.

A crime wave sweeps over Bombay)|
City, the factory vans are shot at'and
the montbly payrell of the workers|
looted. The worst hit Is industriallst
Mr. Dayal (Madan Puri). He would|
have been liquidated if his fricnd thel
tap Industrtallst of Bombay Mr. Chinoy|
(Danny) had not taken him into part|
nershlp.”

Sounds Ilke a job for Dirty Harry.

‘The review also explained the mov-|
le's tltle: “'Yudh'® is about the eternall
‘Yudh’ which exlsts in every soclety be-|
ween the uphalder of the law and thef
law breaker, the police force and the!
criminals,” it read, Oh, that “Yudh," |
mused.

MAKING THE CHOICE of a movie|
maore dlffleult were “Ninja in the Dra-
gon's Den” starrlng Conan Lee, Lhel
twin bill “Mother India” and “Fake
Out,” and “Majestle Thunderbolt,”
which the ad writers boasted as “This|
year’s big actlon-packed production.”

India, Incidentally, annually produc|
es about 10 times more movies than|
Hollywood, so there was an
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Verdi opera highlights Met’s week

Verdl himself knew “Slmon Boccanc-
gra® was an opera that had inherent
problems when it premiered in 1857,

Last week, though, when the Metro-
politan Opera brought its new produc-
tion of thls epera to Detrolt’s Masonle
Temple with sets and costumes from
the Lyric Opera of Chicago and Slmon
himself, baritone Shetrilt Milnes, there
were no problems.

The evening's success goes largely to
the Zurlch Opera's permanent conduc-
tor Nelto Santl. Conducting the Met or-
chestra always in perfect tempo with
the singers, never at a volume over the
level of his yolces, the Italian-born San-
tl was masterful.

WHEN JAMES McCracken was in
Detroit to slng “Afda” with Mlchigan
Opera Theatre, he satd Santi was one of
his favorites. By Saturday evening, it
was obvious that Santl is also enc of
Detroit's favorites when he showed
more of his finesse with the Rlgoletto
score.

Milnes i3 one of Amerlea's leading
baritones and is famous for his por-
trayal of Slmon. Like Milnes, the his-
torical Simon was a glant physlcally as
is his flgure on hls tomb [n the Museum
of Ligurian Sculpture and Architecture
In the Church of St. Augustine in Genoa.

The 50-year-old Milnes i a 23-year- _

old advenlurcsome corsalr when the
prologue opens on Sept. 23, 1339, the
day the real Slmon was popularly ac-
claimed the flrst Doge of Genoa, With
slower movements and manerisms
Milnes ages himself 25 years for the
first act when he has become a wise
and noble leader.

THE BRILLIANT 27-year old sopra-
ne, Aprile Millo, sang the role of
Amella, Simon's daughter who was lost
while he was on a sailing adventure.

Mlllo Is & member of the Metropoll-
tan Opera Young Artlst D

Doerr

Mary Jane

Met in December 1984. She Is marked
for a successful carcer because of the
breadth and height of her voice.

Bass Paul Plishka was marvelous as
Andreg Simon’s encmy in hls two atias
with the baritone, the first delivered in
vengence and the second in the mood of
conciliation.

Tenor Vasile Moldoveanu was al-
ways on pitch as the atralghtforward
Gabriele Adorno, who Is to marry
Amella and follow Simon as Doge.

THE COSTUMES of the Lyric Opera
were somewhat ornate and not in keep-

Program and made her debut with the

‘Eugene Onegin’ has
little to recommend it

By Mary Jano Doerr

special wrlter

ing with the period of great
austerity In Genoa when jewels and

BASEBALL TEAMS

furs were nbollshc@ They were cifec-
tive, though, and In keeplng with the
style of the sats.

With the exception of Mlllo, thls was
the same cast that performed “Slmon

Boceanegra® in New York City and on.

national television in April.

‘The superior quality of the singing,
the acting, and the musical delivery of
this production varied vastly from the
mediocrity of the Met’s other touring
productions.

‘This was an eventng that will rank as
one of tha greateat In Lhe Met's 26-year
history in Detrolt, It is thls operatic
grandeur that will be missed with the

Met's departure.
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apera with little scenle
effects and even less dra-
matle movement. The op-
era by Tehaikovsky has
three very nice arias to
its credit.

Qverall it demands
major singers In the roles
of Tatyana, Lenski and
Gremiln lo glve these arl-
as any degree of splendor
against an otherwise bor-
ing and often annoying
muslecal composltion and

review

top and with a tight vi-
brate. Her beauty and
acting though (and proba-
bly her Russian) were
worth noting cven If her
volce was not.

Joseph Rouleau sang
Gremin's third act arla in
the splrit If not in the ba-
sic quality. His 25.year
carcer abroad and only
recent debut at the Met

indlcates he has bestowed
hls talents elsewhere.

Windsor-born Canadlan
Victer Braun sang the
title role of Eugene Onc-
gln with a clear, strong,
baritonc voice.

Theére was llttle on
which to judge the quality
of Braun's volee. Hls act-
Ing was excellent.

chamber music siyled or-

chestration,

The Mctropollitan Op-
era Company's produc-
tion of “Eugene Onegin™

of other flicks from which to choase.

And then I discovered the night's din-
ner speclalty would be goat curry, and
my deslre to spend the evening at a
movle, munching Fijlan popcorn, sud-
denly were dashed,

1 never did make it to a show. But
my bartender that.night recounted
“Majestic Thunderbolt” to me scene by
scene. It wasn’t the same a3 beln)
there, but It was better than Fijlan TV.

8| Tatyana In a voice that

last week all
of lts weaknesses, Con-
ductor Thomas Fulton
gave the orchestra mem-
bers marvclous solo op-
pottunities to be heard
far aver the sound of hls
singers.

Natalla Rom, a Rus-
slan-born naturalized
Amcrican citizen, sang

wasn't well focused on
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delectable Muer entrees -
Chicken Teriyaki and more. Plus Charley's
Chowder, House Salad, Hot Homemade

Bread, beverage and

dessert!
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MAJOR CREDIT CAFIDS ACCEPTED

FARMINGTON HILLS » 855-4600
31848 NORTHWESTERN HWY. (W. OF MIOOLEDELT)

LIVONIA » 261-3550
33605 PLYMOUTH (W, OFF FARMINGTON)

TRY QUR DELICIOUS SEAFOOD '
» Orange Roughy + Baked Scrod !

+ Baked Fish Special 1

OTHER POPULAR SPECIALS :
» Mexlcan, Italian & Greek Dishes ¢
« We prepare potato skins 4 1
different ways

31 different :
+ Homemmade Soups Dally - Patato Skins * 10 Unlque Triple Deckers

+ Sllm-n-Trim » Senior Cliize: unt New Spectals Dafly

16500 Telcgraph Rd, (Between 5 & 6 Mile Rd )
"Open 24 Hours  538-8420 COMPLETE CARRY O
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“We serve The Highest Quality Food™

« 15 Different Salads
« Steaks = Seafood « Chaps « O
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=} Restaurant Woskend - ' leo
Evonl, é
OW 'SERVING! szscnu tunchoan | chore Choicas | 3 {4 ,‘;{‘,’,’, ! ,'l er S‘ HOlldaY ltm lllawes
A ANDA Spoclals including solnd
CARAT-OUTS O3t SE 1000 13,50 to *4.25 spouse whiishsn 4783000 Grand River. between
Chiness Lunch 11:3 penese Lunch 11.2 '8.85 Orchard Lake & Middiebelt, Famington
Chinwse Dinner 3820 oo Dot 5430 1 || [VONIA'S FINEST JAZZ - THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY 848 o o Mo Rtaent - ~ 00
QR0 MO Middleboll between 5 & 6 Mlle » 522-5600 American Cxpress and ather majr ¢rel cards accepled. Ea rly Bll'd Dl nners“-o
Served from 4-7
T T "
FINE DINING Monday thru Saturday
e, o accommodate dat pecl Pepper Steak $5.95
e N ness jng, office o . . .
1LY DINING * ginﬁd:;f' sonbvertay, weddiog ehexrad PrAMILY DINING _2?@ o Stir Fried Shrimp $6.95
FAM e " Special menus atro wrslable o;g;;;s;gg;ggg;;‘ggd . Chicken Cordon Bleu $5.75
re :ﬁ:‘—‘ o d
sonnv No olscaunrs AFPLV 1 PON--*3 All-You-Can-Eat
1 4 IN| Y Guest AY n
! DINNER FOR 2 : nuv 1 DINNER ngf%v _ Guest [ ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY & SATURD ¥ | Friday Fish Fry $4.95
Tandarloin Blea! h Hot & Cold Sandwiches - 110i
Scrod ¥ OPERA Joha Spaghettl
1 'Bi‘.’il!fo'?"c':!?&.ﬁ'p..m....ns 095 ] tE Zarnecki - Fresh Salads - Flsb & & Chips or P-sht
) Voal Scalloplni Marsala 1 DAILY LUNCHEON SPECIALS | __ BE.Q. pare
y Al above include sovp, :o:,n:v' :lnd. bresd & butter, | CATERING FOR ALL YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS BIG COCKTAIL HOUR 11 AM. - 6 PM.
i 'Z’.,:.._s” piren 63005 [ d ﬂ Reduced Prices an all Cocktails
e onte Mmore PAN PIZZA AFTER 3 PM.
e i RESTAURANT Complete Dianer or Just 3 Sandwich LIVONIA WEST 6 Mile Rd. & 1-275 _Ph. 464-1300
M . S8 1 32030 PLYMOUTH ROAD » LIVOKIA 4220770 ] g .

- By Popular Demand...
Two Domino’s Pizza Stores Are

Coming Into Your Area That
Will Serve You Even Better!

Our Two Newest Locations:
851-9100 352-6590

31332 Orchard Lake Rd. 29296 Narthwastern

©

Two plzzas for ono special price.
This weekend bring your
family to the tropical
environment of the
Holidome Indoor
Recreation Center and
get fast relief from the winter
f . Swim in our heated indoor
swimming pool, relax in our whislpool and
sauna, play ping pong, billlards and clectronic
games. 1tS a 48 hour tropical vacation for the price of a room!
Valid through June 2, 1985,

~|, '\{0&-&0{5 Sm

1-275 & 6 Mlle Rn:d . Lhnnla Ml‘ l‘honc (3131641300
Pius tawe Friday and Saturday nights. « Not applicable to groups.

Thanks to an ovor

cusiomor ro3ponse, and In
ordor 10 sarvico yuu bul(el
and fostar wilh hot, tasty,
high A‘unllly pluns Damlna s
Pizza Fo

additional lum: In your acon.
DOominc's Pizza will continug
10 offer two deliclous plzzas
for one spoclal price.

wlln your choico ol mgulnA

0 BE THE SAMEI And you
got full lopplng portions on
oach pizza with tha freshoat
Iny roﬂlnnl: and 100% real
dairy choose.

It’s our Double Dallclous wny
aD! anylng 1hat Domino's Plzza

.
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Free Coke®! .o

Pragan his coupontor ane froa et botte '
h sny Doming’s Pizzs Doudles [ ]

mu-
Ona Coupon Par Qrdor. Expires 8-31-85 :

[




