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The profile of this day lily caught Monte Nagler's eye. Notico how
use of a dark background helped to heighten the impact of the

One of the most

and colorful subjects for your spring

. and summertime photography is flo-
wers. So plentliul are they that the
choices of presenting them photograph-
leally are almost endless.

You might, for example, select the
close-up shot revealing the innermost
heart of the flower, the delleate texture
of the stamen, minute drops of mals-
ture, or a single petal that hecomes a
pleture in itsell,

Or you might prefer to show the
character of a single whole flower, a
grouping, or even an cntlre field of flo-
wers,

The best tlme to pholograph flowers
s in the morning when they are
. freshest. Hot, afternoon sun may cause
* flowers to took limp and wilted.
Diffused sundight {rom either behind
. or the side Is best. It wlil give your
1 flower intimate texture and full color
saturation. Flllin flash can also add
. extrasparkle.

*  TO FILL the viewlinder with a sin-
. gle flower or part of a blessom, you'll
need close-up equipment such as close-
up filters, extention tubes, or a macro

photography

Monte
Nagler

lens. All work well and will give you
pleasing results.

Because you'll eiten need a smal! ap-
erture to maximize depth-of-ficld, a
tripod and cable release are a must to
keep your camera steady during the
long shutter speeds required.

As always, watch your backgrounds!
A distracting or “busy” background can
ruln a pleture. So be sure to cheek
yours after composing your shot.

Look over the entlre viewfinder and
use your camera's depth-of-ficld pre-
view to check out the background.
You'll often want it as a soft nen-dis-
tracting blur in your picture.

Better still, carry a small piece or

All artists need positive support

This s another lesson on art and
drawing by special columnist David
Messing. He has -
taught for ten 5
years and opeg-
ates an art
store, Art Store
and Moare, 16338
Middiebelt,
§522-

Street, ¥ 1 X -
Plymouth, 455-1222. Messing en-
courages and

from readers. You may write him at
his store or c/o Observer Newspa-
pers, 23352 Farmington Road, Farm-
ington, MI 48024,

By David Mossing
speclal writer

Partly cloudy loday and tonight.
Lows in the mid to upper 30s. Heavy
ralns predicted by tomorrow afternoon,
2-4 inches possible.

The year was 1973, and I was on
medlcal leave. 1 was lylng around the
house with an extenslon cord sticking
out of my robe. The extenslon cord was
attached to a heating pad, which was
held to my back with ¢lastle bandages.

Wherever [ was, atl 1 needed to do
was plug Into the nearest electrical
outlet. It was In thls setting that an
Idea hit me: “Since I am off work for
three months, why don't I take my ach-
ing back and family down to Florlda?"

Flowers offer photo options

black poster board or cloth in your
camera bag and place It behind the flo-
wers. The background will go totally
black, resulting in greater impaet In
your fintshed shot.

The pester can also act as a wind-
breaker to stop swaying flowers on a
brisk day.

Try some innovatlve techniques, too.
Shoot a group of flowers, focusing on
only one so that the rest become com-
plementary blurs of color. Or move in
close and focus on only the stamen, al-
:ﬁwlng the petals to be out-of-focus

urs,

Also, try sprinkling the flowers with
droplets of water to give them a fresh,
natural took.

In additlon to flowers around your
home or in the wild, a local greenhouse
will provide excellent pleture possiblll-
tles, as will the botanlcal gardens lo-
cated at Belle Isle and the University
of Michigan gardens in Dixbore. The
gardens at Cranbrook have flowers as
well as scenic woodland areas and out-
door sculpture open to the publle for a
modest admlsslon price.

€ 1985, Monte Nogler

Sandy's grandparenis were always
writing, wanting us lo come down.
Some time Into the second week of “hot
and therapy,” I started feellog pretty
good. My mother-In-law, June, was
with us as she also was visiting her par-
ents.

One day Mom sald, "Wel, I have to
leave Friday.” In shock, we all turncd
and asked in unison “Why?" Her reply
was, "“They need me to 1l In for enc of
the glrls at the store.”

“You're gonna cnd & vacation n
Florlda to go back and {lll in for some
ghel2" 1 sat in disbellef. “Man . . . K I
cver get my own buslness, I hope you'll
work for me.” .

YEARS HAVE passed and my
mother-In-law |s my business partner.
With a partner like Mom, I knew I
couldn’t help but succeed. A yeer or
two after our store opened, I drew a
Christmas card for Mom and on the
cover of the card was a cartoon of me
painting a picture on a high, shaky plat-

orm.

On the ground level was Mom natling
boards on the base to steady the spindly
structure. Her support put me in busi-
ness and as a youngster, my own
mother’s support and cncouragement
helped me stay Into art.

Who's supporting the artlst In your
famliy? Now “support” docsn't just
mean flnanclal, No, the artlst you know
of needs much more support than just
the money for art supplies. The artist
needs positive for 1

derfully sensltive In a positive environ-
ment and grow accordingly.

On the other hand, artists are tragl-
cally sensltive in a negatlve environ-
ment and creativly become i1} accord-
ingly. 1, for example, teach art, do art
and write about art.

For me to be creative, I must be {ree
from negative input. It jams my cre-
atlve processes, Since this is such a
high priority, my wifc and mother-ln-
law support me positively and for this 1
am thankful.

HERE IS an example of negative in-
put: One student scemed extra ordinar-
iy upset about her pleture and when I
asked what was the matter, she said,
“My mom said I should comptete one
pleture every lessan.”

Talk about belng under pressure. One
young teen-ager consistently did well
In her lessons yet never seemed happy
with the outcome. Since I had never
met her parents, 1 ran out to the car
with her and her wonderfully rendered
plcture of a dog.

She held it up to show her mom and l.

s of art rise and fall with the critlcism
of my non-artist wife, Sandy.

So 1 thercfore feel that every artist
needs someanc to tell them “IU's good”
when it's good and “it's bad” when it's
bad. If it Is “good,” then the artlst
should be happy. If it 1s “bad,” than the
artist should fInd out why.

ARTISTS NEED a gentle nudge or a
push . . . Some cven nced a hit in the
head. Artists tend to settle into their
wark and need another person to push
them, promote them and get them
dolng artwork they would perhaps nev-
cr choose to to.

Ltke an agent, some mother's or fa-
ther's iine up art jobs for their young
artist, Regardless of how much the art-
Ist gripes, the “work” Is good. The pay
may be little and the job may be a drag
but the “werk" is good.

The artist may Inslst, “There's no
way 1 can do it,” but their promoter,
Mom, Dad or whoever, knows they can
and supports them positively. And that
which couldn't be done gets done, with

snid proudly, “Isn't that
Her mother’s reply was “I guess, I
don't like dogs.” The followup on bath
is that they, of course, dropped out of
art altogether.

The visual {mage in a plcce of art is
an expresslon of the artist and it Is
waiting for o reply, To a now artist, the
walt may seem endless as a vlewer
looks at thelr artwork. The comment
by the vlewer is either a stone In the

growth, honest criticism for learning,
and someonc to promote them with a
gentle nudge or maybe a push.
Positive statements encourage
growth, Like water to the roots of a

artist's ion or a brulse on a ten-
der ego.

Honest criticism for learning. The
ward critlcism means, “To judge the
merits and faults of." Every artist
needs criticlsm to be sure thelr art-
work is Inits lcal merits

budding artlst, positive

nourish a

nd ge the
setting of new goals. Artisis ware won-
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an d in its exp My
own feellngs about my indlvidual piec-

positive honest critlclsm
and oh yes, a bit of a nudge. That's the
way at Jeast It was with me ...
thanks, Mom.

We have opencd the store in Plym-
outh, 5o you can all stop out and take a
look. It’s In the Charlesten Square on
Maln Street, right by the rallread
tracks.

We will have classes out there too.
We are taking names if you are inter-
esied. The classes are filling up fast. If
they are full, you can put your hame on
a waiting Hst and the next available
spat you'll be called.

The number in Plymouth is 455-1222
and the number in Livonla Is 5226311,
Our summer schedule wili be avaltable
next week | you are Interested In sum-
mer classes.

MAGNIFICENT COUNTRY ESTATE HOME nesiled on ten acres
of rolling, wooded terrain in Metamora. This home has been
bulit in the highest of standards with exact architectural detall-
Ing throughout, remintscent of the Georgtan period. Large open
rooms with high cellings, 3 flreptaces, modern kitchen, 4 bed-
roomsLnnd three baths, Beautlful woodwork and plaster detall

with marble sllls, Ex-

© Your hometown voice © Your hometow

gl top quallty
tra amenities Include a well maintalned inground pool, at-
tached 3 car garage with asphalt circle drive, hilitop setting with
axpanslve view of grounds, mature pines and flowers. Zoned
for horses with added advantage of hunt club within walking
distance. Owner is serlous. Flnancing avalieble, $245,500

878-2448 Marge Henry Realitor
{or appointment

=

FANTASTIC wooded satling.

1roed location. $118,900. 6615700,

Groat Holly Hilla calonlal.
Hordwood floors, 2 firoplnces, complate privacy on roliing

ENJOY NEWER KITCHEN with ook cabinots in this well
mointained 3 bedroom, 2 bath brick ranch. A rec room pro-

vidos lote of room for entertalning plus basomont workshop

LARGE 4 bodroom colonial In popular Novi sub. 2 docks,
trood Jot, tlow malntonance extorior, familly room with boau-
titad firoplace. Feduced to $88,800. 348-6431

0,

THREE bedroom, 2% bath cofonlal. Good famlly sub In
Novl. Noutral docor, Lots of extras, $93,900. 348-8430.

LR .
ELEQANCE THRU-OUT. Beauttfully maintained colonla! In

quiat lovoly
png:n. Spotless homo. Motivated selier. $67,800, 5G8-
2300,

RAMBLEWOOD BEAUTY. Stunning

executive
premium fot backing up 10 netural preserve, Magnificent
naturat deiftetone fireptace and wet bar in family room, den,
master bedroom, sun deck and mors. $204,900, 550-2300.

No othor feal Estate
Company has this unique and
informative selling tool o
offer. (22 pages of tips and
ideas on selling your home.)
Call your sioarest Real Estate
One office today to get your
own marketing kit. -
Abeolutely free,

SHARP, BPACIOUS GONDO, Country aimosphers,
closa to shopping. Locs!

area. Supor Farmington Iocation. $81,000. 851-1900.

MARKETING
T= 0 KIT

tion In complex [a next to woods. All

carpeting and window treatments. Immediate oocupancy,
Land Contract terma posatbla, $74,500. 851-1800, .

“
FREE TRAINING. *

Call ono of our officos llsted bolow to find out
about tho new pre-license class begianing June 17th
Bmallmatariots chorge.

FAOLLING OAKS AREA. 3 bodroom I

falr, open floor plan. Family room with fireplace, alr, alarm,
sprinklors and maro, Bocks to commons. Roduced to

$134,800. 851-1800.

ences. This 2

Y

TERRIFIC FAMILY HOME. Country llving near clty convonl-
atory, 3 bodroom home boaats quality con-
struction on olmos! an acro. Mave-in cordition. Just
$144,900, 477-1111%,

DUPLEXI Greal buy. 2 soparato ontrances, 2 car garago,
natural firoploco, must son 1o appreciate. Call for furthor
dotalls, $88,500. 477-1111.

i a

CHARMING RANCH, Cozy + comforl
brick, Largs dining room, finlshod basomont with % bath.

able. 2 bedroom

Broakfast nook. Walk 1o downiawn Farmington, $58,600.

4771111,

2L

O

FAMILY NEIGNBRHOOD‘ 3 bedroom Tri-Lovel. Privats
satting, natura! firoplace, nowiral decor, Move-In condition.
Pticed to sefl, only $7 1,600, 477-1111.

B s —— ;
OLDE FRANKLIN TOWNE! Gracious 4 bedroom
with over 8,000 square feet. Ready for famlly enjoyment,
Amonitios Include & huge poot, central alr, marbls flooring
In dlnlng roomn plus much more. Buperb focation. $140,800.

851-1000.

4 ‘ e
cojonlat

COLONY PARK, Nicely kept 4 bedroom colonle! on the '
mons. Cents

com . 8 alr, Rewor CArpet An
ed. Exoeitent torma, $134,000, 477-1111.

d recently decorat-




