By Tim Richard
staff wrllor

He leaves no doubt that Michigan's
9,500 miles w«;r freeways and state
ne

Even as James D. Pltz puts together
a freeway expansion plan, he la fending
“off a rald on the tax revenuc gelng to
his Michigan Department of Transpor-
tation (MDOT).

First, the MDOT dlrector must put
together a 10-year highway cxpansion
and redevelopment program which
could include the proposed M-276, It

- prabably will Include another lane for
}1?!% _In Southfield and Farmington

Second, townships will be asking the
Legislature for more state tax money
in the local road formula — probably
at the expense of state highways.

“IF WE CONFINE ourselves solcly
to preservation, we will not be respond-
Ing to the public's needs,” sald Pitz,
pointing on a map to West Bloofleld
Townshlp and the growth area of west-
ern Oakland County.

not just
rebullt as they wear down.
Pitz, who left Illlnols to head MDOT

‘It you agk ‘is it (M-275)

when James Blanchard became gover- officially dead?’ the
"gfuinl 1983, socs moncy os the chlﬁl answer isno. 'sina
obstacle to M-275, the long-planned,
once-canceled freeway ncrusg ‘(’)nidnnd package of $2.5 biltion
gou:;ly dutm waﬁm uconnccl 1275 In worth of new freewsy
ovi and I-75 at Davisburg, =
“If you ask ‘s It officlally dead?" the prolecra like US-131
answer 19 no,” he sald in an interview and other unfinished
l;lst wce:’.l“l 'S ln? package ng sz.slkl:ll- routes.
lion worth of new freeway projects llke
US-131 and other unflnished routes. We — James D. Pitz
don't have the funding for most. MDOT diraclor

“I'VE BEEN discussing I-275 with
Tocal people who sce it as one of the
priorities in the area. The current

James D, Pitz

SEMCOG regional plan Itas
a demand corridor.

Pitz said 1-275 would have to be a
fairly large project accomplished fn a
few chunks with big Infuslons of dol-
lars.

“A multiple-lane fachity (such as a
state highway) you could build a mile
at a time. A freeway you have to build
!n;;n interchange to interchange,” he
sald. :
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“We're scheduled to make a presen-
tatlon to the Transportation Commls-
slon in the fall — a 10-year expanslon
plan.”

A MAJOR battle cauld develop, how-

Thuraday. May 30, 1085 _O&E
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rive for highway expansion under way "

eyer, when the Leglslature renews gas-
oline and weight taxes that are due to
explre his fall. “My guess la it (the
1982 tax increasc) will be extended,”
Pliz sald,

The real battle — “It hasn’t come
into the open" ~ will be over how the
money is aplit between three kinds of
users;

® MDOT, which gets 39.4 percent.

® Counties, whose road commls-
slons get 39.4 percent and take care of
roads in townships.

® Clties and villages, which get 21.4

reent. .

“Some urban countles have the au-
dacity to arguc for more money at the
expense of trunkiines,” satd Pltz, men-
tioning no names, “Townships don't
own any roads. Townshlps say (hat
county level priorities don't get to local
roads,

“The concept of townships' being
shorted — 1 don’t buy Into that” Pt
sald, He feels that townships which feel
the need to deal with infrastructure
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and/or social problems should Incorpo-
rate as cities, which have broader pow-
ers to deal with those needs.

Michigan puts a blgger chunk of its
road money ints the local system than
nelghboring states, he sald. In contrast,
Tilinois, Indiana and Ohio put 55-60 per-
cent of thelr funds into stote roads
campared to Michlgan's 39.4.

THE LONG-AWAITED I-696 (Reuth-
er) freeway across southern Oakland
and Macomb counties should have its
“missing link” bullt by 1983, but Pitz
secs the need for mprovements in an
existing segment.. -

‘The MDOT chlef sald I-696 in Farm-
Ington Hills and Southfield nceds an ad-
dltlonal lane and two more Intersec-
tions. In a stretch of elght miles, it has
only onc — at Orchard Lake Road. Ptz
said one [s needed on the east, perbaps
at Inkster or Middlebelt, and a second
to the west, possibly at Haggerty.

That wlll require coordinatlon with
Oakland County on improvement of its
“mile” roads. “You've gotta do some-
thing on the mile roads. Local traffic
has to be distributed. You can’t just ex-
pand freeways,” he safd.

In his first two years on the job, Pltz
has overscen the rebullding of 1,400
miles of existing roads. Of Michlgan's
9,500 miles of state roads, he wants to
target the 4,000 miles which are most
important to 80 percent of the cconomy
for improvements.

ONE REASON for trying to com-
plete the entire I-695 project by 1989,
he sald, is that the -84 (Ford) cross-
town {reeway across the southern end
of Detrot nceds reconstruction.

The Ford reconstruction would be
the second major urban freeway Job
for southeastern Michigan after the
Lodge, which will be rebullt in two
stages In 1986-7, Pitz announced last
week that the Lodge’s northbound and
southbound lanes will be shut down for
three months each in 1987 for repaving.
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