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Night baseball born at U-D

was celebrating Its 501h annl-
versary. It may come as a
surprise to learn that the plans for the
change from daylight to artificlal light
was first voleed in the dressing room of
the Unlversity of Detroit football team.

It so happencd that on that dny,
“Red” McPhail, who had laken over
the reins of the Cinclonatl club in the
Natlonal League, was getting ready to
offlclate at the football game. He was a
good fricnd of Gus Dorais, the U-D
football coach, and a good footbali offi-
cial for the college game.

Sitting In the room walting for the
call to the field and knowlng full well
that spartswriters were presenl,
McPhail sald (o Dorals:

“Gus, I have an ldea that baseball
can be played at night, and it could be a
boon to the game, I think T might try it
dnaiwn there on the banks of the Ohlo

ver.”

EVERYONE SMILED. But that
didn’t faze McPahil, who was as stub-
;xlm a3 ke was fltted for the offlelal’s

job,

URING the week prior to Me-
morial Day, night bascball

", the stroller

No one pald much attention to Red at
the time except to figure he had anoth-
er dream.

But the football scason was cnded,
and he went to Cinclnnati to handle the
basehall relns, and the thought of night
bascball suddenly became a national
tople. Many thought it couldn’t be done.
Tiley didn'{ know Red McPhatl,

Soon came the word that the Clncin-
natl Reds, of the National League,
were going to ry night baseball with
hopes that it would become a major
part of the game.

Time went by, McPhail satd nothing
untll that opening game was a success
and therc were dreams that baseball
was to undergo a radleal change.

It took a lot of work and planning,
tut McPhall's dream came true. One
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by one, major league parks ventured
into the night game, and the catlre
structure of the natlonal pasttime was
altered.

Today only one major league base-
ball stadium is without lights. It is
Wrigley Fleld in Chicago, and the folks
over there are sticklers for the old-
fazhiened idea.

WHEN NIGHT games proved a suc-
cess, several great changes were made.
Some cities bullt domes over their
playing flelds, That allowed games to
be played in the raln,

The populacity led to the abandon-
ment of the holiday double-headers,
when games were played in the morn-
ing and afternoon. This meant two ad-

tlssion charges and a full day in and
around the ballpark.

Now both games are played for the
price of onc admisslon to the ballpark.

‘While all this was happening, clee:
tric utillties were forced to improve all
lighting, just to care for the baseball
games. Electriclty for homes was im-
proved and even the stadla llke the
Olympla In Detroit were ideal places to
walch sporting events and other forms
of entertatnment.

A lot has happened since the day at
the University of Detroit stadium prior
to o football game. Even that stadlum
s now only a memory. But Red
McPhall's dream of night baseball goes
merrlly on, with prospects for bigger
and better surprises In the next 50

ears.

1t sure was a happy 50th birthday for
the national pastUme.

Williams gets transit post

Alfonso H. (Al) Williams (left) is
the new metro distriet chicf engl-
neer for the Michigan Department
of Transportation, MDOT Director
James Pitz announced,

Willlams wil be responsible for
construction and transportation op-
erations in Wayne, Oakland, Ma-
comb and St. Clajr countles, His
headquartres wiil be on Nine Mile
Road in Southicld.

“He hes cxceptional engincering
skills,” Pitz satd of Williams, a 1957
dunte of 1oglent

T
University and a certified profes-
‘slonal engineer. Wiiliams will move
from Lansing to the Detroit metro-
polltan area,
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Starting in September the Detroit Symphony will bring you the
grace, power and beauty of a full season of music. The brightest stars of the classical stage
will be here, such as: * Jean-Pierre Rampal © Kiri Te Kanawa e Charles Dutoit

« Yo Yo Ma plus: » Andy Williams at Christmas plus: ® Jessye Norman, Frederica Yon
Stade, Jorge Bolet, the Juilliard String Quartet.. .in a special festival. Join the 18,000 people

ny. Be a part of this dazzling new season.

Subscribe today and hear it for yourself.
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Backstage

2 his Fiest year as music digector of the
Detsoit Symphony, Gunther Herbig
often brought locad audiences 10 heir fect
in appreciation, i
orchestra an
condycior wi
received bigh praise.

The number of subseribers in Maestio
Herbigh first yeas rose by 35 percent,
testament 10 the public’s pereeption that
thisis, inteed, aconductor of s

wit and ¢harm, As he moved about his
new hortie of Detroil he was welcomed
warmly. This year he issues his own warn
invitation in retuen: come gowntown (o
hear bim, and the Detroit
musicians, doing the work they love,

Critical ncclaim
“Merbig ability to give fogical shupe
and sneaningfil purpose (v
sprawling works is his most

Jeds
used it brittiguily here fin conducling
Shostakovich Fourth Symphanp)”

, His work with the
in his travels as guest
tce orchestzas, has

Ialents.
sitors have come 10 know his

“Clearly Herbiy is geiting through o
his musicians. 1S not just precision
he after, not just playing softly or
producing more sound from the
bow:. He got them lisiening to cach
ather with an ntensisy yout can
afmost feel!

“Apparenily the reparis weve been
Retting from Detroit are not without
Joundation. Gunther Herbig, the
East German who this seasan took
aver the music directorship of the
Detroit Symphony, ity is @
musician of phenomenal taleat...
Herbigh /u'r/lummua w3 £t fust
bt >

Nancy Malitz
Detroit News

1alent to date, and he

John Guinn
Detrolt Free Press

“If you are a Becthoven fancies,

you will beg, borrow, or steal a ticket 7
Jor tonights repeat
Becshuven of this (ierbigy) quality
does not come this way ves

Jarmes Wierzblcki
St Louls Post Dispatch

t performance. ..

ofien”
Erle Meleant
Mantreal Gazette

JAMES GALWAY
NOV. 24

1€ you subscribe to any of the series tisted on these pages, you can
also order at the saroc time tickels to the peeformances of James
Galway and Isaac Stern, Sorey, only orders from subscribers will be
Laken at this time. Each subscriber may order up 10 four tickets 10
these concerts. Prices: $50 Patron, 35, 25, 20, 12,

They arc sure 10 scll out, so puschase your tickets 10day, with your
subscription. Early orders will get the best seats.

The laac Stem concert is spamored by Ilandicman Compsny.

JOIN THE 18,000 SUBSCRIBERS WHO ALREADY

SUPPORT AND ENJOY THE SYMPHONY.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY. The Symphony offers 22 series designed 10

suit a wide varicty of musical tastes. Jf you become a subscriber .

you will realize the following savings and benelits: ® Save upto 3132,

All subscription tickets arc discounted, = Same seats for cvery concert.,

» Guarantced subscriber parking available. » Advance notice of .
special events, such as the Isaac Stern and James Galway gala concerts,

Christmas and lmages Festivals.

« FREE — Program Notes Book.

» FREE — Symphony wall calendar.

« FREE — Symphony Newsletter
...and many more.
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Plcase send me the Detroit Symphdny
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Ford Auditorium
* Detroit, M148226 , -
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