Mustangs block Pats titl

By Brad Emons
staff writer

Mlrror, mirror on the wall, who's the fairest soft-
ball team of all?
Friday's stale Cless A in

sofitball

East Lansing between Observerland’s No. 1 team,
Livonia Franklin, and Portage Central, will settle
the lasuc. It pits two tcams who appear to be mir-
ror images of cach other,

The similaritles are astonishing, and should
xmake for a classlc matchup:

© The two teams haye similar records - Frank-
1in is 24-3 and Portage is 28-5.
© & When the {lnal atatewlde Soltball Coaches As-
soclation poll came out, Franklin was ranked No. 4
-and Portage No. 5.
. ® Both teams rely on defense and walt for the
other team to make the mistake.

® Both teams have outstanding pltchers — jun-
1or ‘iracy Lectka of Franklln and senior Vai Searfus
of Portage. Nelther, however, is a strikeout artist.

® Bolh teams can also come up with the big hit
when they need it.

. ® Underclassmen play a vital role on both

teams.

PORTAGE captured the Lansing Waverly re-
glonal last week with a 4-1 victory over Ann Arbar
Huron followed by a 8-2 triumph over Grand Ledge.

*~Consistency on defense has been the key,” Por-
tage conch Tom Moaroe. “You have to have the
defense to keep you In it.”

*" Nicknamed the Mustangs, Partage Centrai fin-
1shed second in the Big 8 Confercnce behind St. Jo-
" seph, which is a state semlf(nalist in Class B,

*“We lost twice to St, Joe and then lost a chance to
galn a tle for the confercnce title when we lost our
1ast game to Portage Northern,” Monroc explained.
*We lost two of our flve games In one week because
we got In a kind of rut’ with our hitting. But our
defense was pretty solld despite the losses.”

Scarles, who has pitched for four years, became
the No. 1 hurler this year after an all-stater gradu-

ated,

“Val has pretty good speed and challenges the
hitters,” Monroe sald, “She’s not a strikeout pitcber
29 such, but she threw a no-hitter against a pretty
.good East Kentwood team. She's also an excellent
flelder.”

THE HEART of Portage's lineup consists of sen-
Tor shortatop Tasha Westland, senior third baseman

‘Wallyball’ is picking up
steam in collegiate league

Cathy Gilmore and junlor first baseman Jenny
Nowling.

“We hit well ns a team this year,” Monroc said.

1f Portage has an edge, It's in “final four” experi-
ence.

The Mustangs won tho stale crown in 1977 and
reached the final four In 1978 and 1984, as well as
1985,

But the Mustangs may hot have the enthusiasm
of the Patriots, who are making their first final
four appearance.

“Everyhody Is 100 percent behlnd us at school,”
said Franklin second-year coach Joc Epsteln. *Be-
fure we wenl down to Glbraltar, there was a big
sign on the doar at school saying: ‘Good luck, from
the custodlans.”

“All the teachers are talking about it and ever-
body Is excited,

Franklin has certainly proven itsclf over the sea-
sun, winnlng the Llvonla Clty Teurnament, the
Northwest Suburban League, district and reglonals.

THE PATRIOTS also were impressive by the
fact that they beat Livonia Stevenson plicher Lisa
Bokovoy, who had a career record of 52-9, three
tlmes this season and once last season.

But Epstein was convineed his team was for real
even belore the team's three encounters with Boko-

voy,

“We had a scrimmage about the second week of
the scasan with 10 teams at Waterford Mott," ex-
plained Epsteln. “We played Mott (the state’s No. 1-
ranked team), Regine, Warren Couslno, Stevenson,
Southfield-Lathrup and Flint Powers — all good
clubs. T wasn't sorry we did that because we found
out we were competitive, and we got a feel for all
the dlfferent pitchers.

“It was a confidence bullder because we held our
own and saw that the other teams were winnlng,
too.”

Lectka, who pltched a palr of masterful four-hit
shutouts Saturday in the regional, 13 taking things
easy thls week fn practice,

“We're resting her as much as we can,” Epstein
sald, “She’s not even throwing batting practlce.
She's had some muscle-related pain in her arm.

le path

There's no damage, She's just pitched a lot of Inn-
ings thls year (190)."

AS FAR AS getting the hitters prepared, Epsteln
sald: “We're setting up the pltching machine as fast
as wecan.”

Franklin is also working on defense, according to
the Frankln coach,

“We apent the first 4% weeks working and telling
them what to do (on fundamentals) and now they're
exccuting,” be sald. “We're not golng to beat our-
sclves. The kids have the confldence.”

‘Third base has been a question mark most of (he
season for Epsteln, but he belleves the lssue has
been settled.

“Patty Wixson is going to play third (defensive-
1y), but 1t's golng to be hard to keep Terrl Obey out
of the batting order,” safd the Franklin coach.
“They'll both play. We'll juggle the lineup around
with the DH (designated hltter).”

The rest ¢f the Franklie infisld je set: 3
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Harrison eyes
Class A crown

shall, theyll work out at Kalamazoo
Central Hligh School.

They play Jenison at 8 p.m. Friday
at Woodward Field on the Ki

baseball

Callege campus. The wlnner plays el-
ther Rochester or Blshop Gallagher at

ams Fleld.

5:30 p.m. Saturday around the corner will spend the night at 8 WMU dorm
at Weatern Michigan University’s Hy- named — most appropriately — Harri-|
2an Hall,

If Harrison wins Friday, the team

Marla Vasscliou at short, senior Carolyn Smith af
sccond and senlor Sue Panzl at first.

SRl

1lon, 30,000 8g. yds. avoliablo

Nylon carpat used for 10 doys al notlonal
Auto Shows, Come In now for best soloc-

ki © O&E Classifieds workl © O&E Classifieds work! @

THOUSANDS OF REMNANTS -~

ALSO AVAILABLE )
RECOMMENDED BY THE UNDERGROUND i
SHOPPER AND DIAL FOR DISCOUNTS )

DONALD E. McNABB

22150 W. 8 Mlle  357-2626
(noar Lahsor, Southtield)

HOURS: Mon.. Tues,, Frl. 8:30-8, Thurs., 9:30-9, Sal, 9:30-5, Sun. 11-5

They affectionately call it “Wally-
ball” in honor of team sponsor Walter's
Agppliance.

Winning is becomiog a habit for this
Livonta Colleginte Bascball League
(LCBL) team, which is virtually locked
in a dead heat for flrat place with last
year’s playoff champlon Livonia Adray
and regular scason champ Redford Lit-
le Caesars.

in a double-header Sunday at Live-
nla’s Ford Field, Waller's upped iis
season record to 6-1, sweeplng the An-

gels.

And they did it without their mana-
ger, Mike Keller, who missed another
day of “Wallyball” to attend a gradua-
tion party for his stepson.

Assistant coach Dick DeVrics mao-
aged to hold the troaps together and
keep Walter’s atop the league stand-

ings.

“I told Dlck if we didn't wln two he's
flred,” cracked Keller, “So I guess he
camo through.”

Back-to-back triples by Ed Shepler
and Steve Frellick in the sixth inning
propelled Walter’s to victory in the

opener, 75,
- John Stoitsladis and Chuck Morgan

‘dach collected two hits for the winners,
while plicher Dave Roberts, in rellef,
gained the win.

IN THE SECOND GAME, Doug

Doyle struck ont eight and scattered
seven hits as Walter’s went elght inn-
Ings before beating the Angels, 2-1.
. Bob Kopelac, in rellef of starter
Greg Somerville (ejected fn the sixth
Inning), took the loss, He walked home
Dave Donigan with bases loaded in bot-
tom of the elghth for the winnlng run.

Dave Demny went three-for-four ina
loslog cause,

The win, however, was a costly one

for Walter's as starting right flelder
Scott Hille fractured a knce while
trying to hurdle over flrst base. He un-
derwent surgery Monday morning at
Qakwood Hospltal and is expected to
be out three to five months.

“That’s really golng to burt us”
Kcller said. *T looking around for an-
other outflclder right now.”

Walter's also won a close game Fri-
day at Ford Field, nlpping Westland
Federatlon, 2-1, as pitcher Bob Cox
fanned six and allowed just three hits.
The only run be allowed was a lead-off
homer to start the game.

Mark Perdue pitched well in defeat,
allowing only four hits and one walk.
He fanned slx.

Walter's scored the winning run In
the slxth,

Mickey Katschor opened the inning
with a walk, but was forced at second
by Freliick. Gary Hall, who went three-
for-three, then dropped down a bunt
single, moving Frellick to third, Mor-
gan's grounder then scored Frellick.

REDFORD CAESARS also won Sun-
day at Ford Fleld, beating Northvilte 4-
2, a3 Dan Michacls tripled home the
game-winning run in the sixth inning.
Caesars s now 5-1 in league play.

Kevin Schwanz, who went two-for-
two, Ignited a four-run sixth inning out-
burst with a two-run homer.

Pltcher Todd Wallace scattered
eight hits to plek up the victory, besting
Pan Zang, who allowed only one base
hit until the fateful sixth.

On Friday, Cacsars edged Westland
Federation, 4-3, as Michacls won in re-
lief of starter Don Fish,

Michacls also helped his own cause

with a single and double, Mike Hodge
contributed an RBI single.

ANIGHT AT'THE FIGITTS

Featuring Ponllac's Own

LR LN
MARK HARRISON
plus STEVE DARNELL and many others

Beavolunteen

THURSDAY, JUNE 20-8 p.m.
Roma's of Bloomfleld
(Tohegraon R North of Bauws Lare I )
TICKETS: $20 Ringaide, §15 Rasorved & 510 Ganerat Admisslon
Avallable In Poniisc a1 K. TV, Tenuta's Villa fiio,

Ariistic Flowar & Gifts, John'a Barbar Shop or
Roma's of Bioomtield

{:ALL 537.8777 FOR |NFOR_NIATION
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American

Red Cross

4 LEG SWING SET

With 2 swings, air glide, trapeze bar
and 7' slido, White plastic seats on
swings and air glide. 2%2" lags.

Worli's Greatest Ouldoor Selections:
Pools, Swing Sets And Nore!

swing, two-seat gl
bas, 7" legs, 2" dlameter tubing.

Complote with 2 swings, two-passanger lawn
lider and &' slide. 96" top

Roth American .
6 LEG TOWER GYM
SET WITH 10’ SLIDE

Fealuras wo swings, 2-seater sky glide,
2-passenger lawn swing, chin bar, two-
level platform tower, 10" slide.

97

Blazon

4-LEG SWING SET
tneludes 2 swings, two-passenger air

5'6™ slide. 6'6" legs, 6'8" 1op bar. Tul
top bar, 1%/s" legs.

lider and
22"

1997

10 garden noso. Viyl.

carSa
X14” POL
WITH CURVED SLIDE

i lide design keeps
Umquiigsl in pod\? dint out!
Slide Is higher than
V's edge.

3997

BAGE PATC
CLUBHOUSE H

2 shuttered win,
dutch door, playd ows,
clock, telephone,
shelves, moret
47V2x35%x53%",

11884

Emple.

mﬂﬂv SUPER SLIDE
Toe sals Inkoor 0 By
tun, Ages 37, O

39297 .

Theres 2 YO¥Y S ‘§§°U'$° near youl

DEARBORN (Naxt 1o Dearborn Yheatre)
LIVONIA {East ol Livonia Mall)

MADISON HEIGHTS {South of Oakland Mall} -

ROSEVILLE (Across trom Macomb Mall)

« STEALING HEIGHTS (Next to Lakesida Mall)
* SOUTHFIELD {South ol Tel-12 Mall)

- » SOUTHGATE (Corner of Trentan Ave.)

« ANN ARBOR (in Ardoriand Mall)

MONDAY - SATURDAY 9:30 AM - 9:30 PM; SUNDAY 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM

VISA - MASTER CARD -~ | 1
AMERICAN EXPRESS |

-

W



