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Nonce Dance Ensemble blends an exciting evening

By Llsa 8imon
spaclal writor

In a shamefully ill-attended, premlere perform-
ance Junc 6 at Oakland Communlty College's Smith
Theatre, the Nonce Dance Ensemble delivered a
blzarre, Intelligent evening of noveau mixed medl-

Tho denco is an ums. Performances ran through June 8.
Intertwined, new- Nonce, an ald English, 16th century word, means
muslc fentasy. for the present or, for the occasion. In 1973, artistic

director/choreographer Denlse Szykula applied this
word to her newly created moderm dance company.
In this Instance, it was a true occaslon seeing the
Nonce Dance Ensemble in action,

The beginning act entltled, “Scenes at a Bar
{RXE)," fcatured several scparate dance scencs
connected Ln some way to the word bar or to bars

as locations or objects.

“Quntol: A Dance of Mystery and Murder” premiered last week at

OaKand Community College’s Smith Theatre.

The flrst of the three scencs ceatered around six
=zculptural objects by artist Davld Bart. Five squar-
ish, cubed structurcs were placed dlagonally across
the stage. The nicely scaled, well-cralted structures
Inereased In hefght from left to right. A sixth seulp-
ture, placed off to the left, was symetrically twlst.
od and taller than the other structures, It was yel-
low on the outside and red on the inside.

FOUR DANCERS interact with the sculptures.
They dance and jerk and jump as they weave and
wobble around the pleces. Each dancer whines a
variety of oohs and aahs, as he performs hla part
Alter several minutes of thls, one dancer says, “I
just love art exhiblts.” In this scene, as opposed Lo
the others, the blzarre overides an effective mes-
sage.

The next segment, “Saloon/Bar,” was propless. A
funky crowd emerged from off the stage, The cos-
tumes were humorous, colorful, and new-wave. One
dancer ware a duck-head hat, and another wore
black knee socks and lavender high heeled pumps.
‘The scene involves men danclng with men, women
wlth women, and the more usual sltuation, men
danelng with women. The marvelous acoustics of
Smith Theatre cnhanced the trendy, popular tunes
that were picked for the plece.

Toward the end of this scene, five robed, rellg-
fous cult types, {lled around the crowd splritually
humming. They eventually decked everyone at the
bar and flled off atage, triumphantly with every-
one's cash, This scene dwelled on the unexpected.
The shock element is never vulgar, just somehow
strange and enlightening. This scene portrayed the
kind of welrdness that makes one smile, it I3 shock-
ing but neither threatening nor obscene.

‘The flnal scene, “Dance Barre,” is a dance duet
and dlalogue between o role-reversed couple, Molly
Morris and Michael McNcil. This scene Included an
actual dance barre.

The two dancers conversed as they performed
excellent dance stunts, creatively Involvlng the
barre. Morrls and McNeil hanged, contorted, and
entwined themselves with the barre. Here, the man
assumes archetyplcal female traits, and the wom-
an, men's. At the beginnlng of the scene, the woman
hands the man a pece of gum, which we later find
out Is sex-change gum. Throughout the plece, there
Is fast-paced electronic musle softly playing. This
work was a prize. Morris and McNeil acted and
danced fabulously together, Timing was perfect
and the dlnloguc was cluvcr and suspenseful.
“Quintet: hA

Dance of Myslery and Murder,” was p

review

is wasa or the

The dance is an intertwined, new-music fantasy.
1t is at once a dark and daring tale merged with
passlonate heat and sexual inauendo.

onc paragraph describilng each of the cight acenes.
th

“QUINTET,” IS an off-beat commentary on the
music and dance trends of the '80s. In many ways,
the violence and sex often portrayed in modern
rock videos are scen live in this plece, either for the
pleasure or horror of the viewer. This is & rare and
cxciting example of live and vibrant steam. There
1s both an element of enticement and revulsion.

The atory Includes a pregnant glrl, a husband/
lover, a wife/mother, a bar dancer/daughter/step-
daughter, and a constructlon worker, the brother of
the pregnant girl,

Sharon Unrau as the pregnant girl was excellent
28 a frazzled and frustrated mistress of a connlving
married man. She and Dennis East, her lover, en-
gage in two passlonate, adult love-maklng choreo-
graphles that are elther eye openlng or closlng de-
pending on one’s stomach for sex on stage. In any
case, their performance was qulte invigorating.

Hnrrlel. Payne, the wife/mother, Is nasty and
strong. Her look and her moves reflect an andro-
gynistic flavor often associated with the '80s fash-
ion trends.

McNell, as the constructlon worker and brother
of the pregnant glrl, played his part of anger and
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well. His brotherly anticipations toward
hls sister’s pregnancy were sensitively macho and
well done.

MORRIS, AS a sexy bar dancer was saltry and
sleazy, Her moves lnclud:d throbs and struts as she
fnvited the bar crowd to watch ber, and in particu-
tar, the constructlon worker.

The supportiog dancers performed well together
and enbanced the two scencs they danced in. Thelr
choreography was tough and sensual, The same
throbbing and pelvie thrusting Morris perfermed, Is
aiso evident here.

The intrigue and (nterconnections among the
players finally fachlitate themselves with the mur-
der of the husband/lover, the last action on stage.

“Quintet” also opened with this same movement,
50, the scenes were In actuality a flashback from
this point. The twenty or so members of the audi-
ence clapped as loud a3 twenty people can.

Both the first and scccnd acts truly made for an
origlnal apd The
of new sounds and new moves transcended non-sub-
stanttated absurdity, The Nonce Dance Ensemble is
not bizarre for cffect. Their level of original welrd-
ness and thelr propensity for meanlngful strange-
ness enhances the themes of every scene, The talent
and percision of the players made all the works
relevant and enjoyable even to a conventional audi-
ence.
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