By 8haron Dargay
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The director of the atate Department
of Soclal Services (DSS) Monday chal-
lenged a group of meostly white, mid-
dle-class businesswomen In Troy lo
lend thelr poorer ataters a hand by be-
coming “leaders for soctal change.”

Armed with statistics about women
on the bottomn rung of the ccenomic
ladder, Agaes Mary Mansour described
poverty a3 *the number one feminine
{ssue of our day" and urged lateners to
support women for key political and
buslness positions,

“When they say, 'You've come a long
way baby,’ don't you belleve It," the
controversial former Cathotle nun totd
more than 100 members and guests of
the Michigan Women's Network.

“The statistics are glaring, Seventy-
flve to B0 percent of the poer in our
country are women and children. Two
of every three adults who are poor are
women.

“Feminization of poverty s a reality.
And, If that reality is to be turned
around, I belleve that It is women who
will turn it around. What s unfartunate
is that we don’t bave cnough women In
key decision-making positions,

*“1f you want to be leaders for soclal
change you must become aware of the
problems and become

the poor,” had some listcoers nearly
gulping back tears with thelr chilled

chablls,

Others left the 80-minute presentas
tion at the Troy Hilton, disputing statis-
tles and dlscussing Mansour’s indlct-
ment of the educatlonal system and de-
fense speading.

MANSOUR, APPOINTED !n 1983 to
direct the state's most expensive de-
partment, spoke before a packed audi-
ence of business owners, executives,
educators and medlcal professlonals
who make up the Network.

Members belp cach other
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Mansour defended spending for so-
clal services, while taking swipes at
tax reform, defense spending and fafl-
ures {n education.

She claimed that 20 percent of adults
natlonwide are illiterate and the Unit-
ed States ranked 49th in educational
excellence among the United Nations'
138 members.

*The dropout rate Is between 25 and
80 percent,” she sald. “That's tax dol-
lars golng to support public education
and §f that Isn't mismanagement of a
system you tell me what is,” she sald,

Mansour also questioned the need for
“alternative® for

Mansour asks women to lead changes

case “the strong lobbyists are not serv-
Ing the poor.”

She am’mt tax cuts, instituted four
years ago, took an averago $400 from
familles earning $10,000 and {attenod
pockethooks of thoea with annual in-
comes exceeding $80,000,

“What Is going oo in this country?”
she naked, "We'll pay $7,000 for a cof-
fee pot in the defense department and
begrudge a family $6 per person per
day to meet all esseatials of life,

“We shelter a dog for over $100, but
we won't shelter kids,”

Mansour pointed out that the federal

business contacts, share job Informa-
tlon, and exccutive savvy.

Extending that kind of supportive at-
titude to the poor, could begin revers-
ing the trends that have buried women
under the economlie heap, Mansour sug-
gested.

*Do your businesscs provide fringe

benefits? Pensions? Child care? What = -

are you doing to allow for flex time?
Are your buslnesses family-oriented?”
she asked,

*“The main reason for the feminlza-
tion of poverty Is there are more single
parent houscholds with childeen. Nioe-
ty percent are headed by wornen and of
that group 50 percent live In poverty.”

She attempled to crush the view that

to
change, realizing there will be a great
deal of Intimidation and criticism.

welfare are mostly women
“having baby after baby because It's so
comfortable to be on public assist-

JIMVARON “Whether or not you're geoing to suc- ance,”
. ceed §s determined by how committed “It can happen to anyone. ¥ was at a
Agnes Mary Mansour, director of tho stale Department of Sociat  you are and whether you carc not only confercnce in Callfornin last year.

Services, urges listoners to become loaders of soclal change.

for your own agenda but for an agenda
{or others who may be less fortunate.”
The plea for compasslon amid in-

Call in your results:

creasing *| to the plight of

‘They bad a group of ADC mothers and
one sald that one week she was decid-
Ing where to put the hat tub and the
next applying for ADC.”

Eccentric - 644-1101

To send money fast

students at risk of dropping out and
urged more money and better teachers
for preschool programs,
COMMENTING taz reform,
Mansour sald she supports a more equi-
table system but cringes at the current
debate ameng federal lawmakers be-
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*We stil bolieve
in sorvico®
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SHOP FOR DAD WHERE
DAD ENJOYS SHOPPING!

B spent $16 blllion for 1.8
million military retirees lnst year but
only $12 billion to buy food stamps for
more than 22 milllon people.

She complained that 2ooial sarvices
spending bears the brunt of public scrue
tiny, while defense cost overruns draw
an occasional frown.
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If your furniture isn't
becoming $o you...It should
be coming to me! . -

10% OFF

ALL FABRICS

29157 W. 5 Mile » Livonia
E. of Middlebelt 525-5625.

TON BUR TOH

29213 Southfield« Farrells Plaza 569-3055

(" Save 20% 10 40% on Gifts for Dad

The man’s diamand.

Adiamond for dad... an 4
finally. !

Dad Charm

529

Men’'s

' PRECISION HAIRCUTS *9° -
;Senior Citizen Setss Mon,, Tues. *7°. .
& Ann’e Hair Desian
29249 Rayburn « Livonia
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RED OpenDaity & Diamond Rings
8aL9-5 Every Evening
T 8229592, il
From s 2 9 g ]
N LOCATION 14 kt. Yellow Gold and Tri-Color For over 100 years, the Red Cross has been there all
° Itatian Crafted Chains & Braclets rrom > 1150 ram those times America needcd us most.

CARPET DYEING

Expert Repair en WatchewFine Jewelry
« Renews faded colors
« Covers Stalns
» Redecorates with Vibrant new colors
= Cleans and Dyes In one operation

' « Residential and Commercial /

« Independently owned and operated diamonaﬁougique
D.H. SHULTS CARPET CLEANING

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY « CLEANING 8 DYEING

Now we're the ones who need help. Because
saving lives can be very c;s’msi\{c. And to continue
mecting all of America's emergencles,

we need your help.

So glve time. Give money: And give now. Please.
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