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Summer: A goo

Kids’ clubs
offer a
challenge

By Julle Brown
stalt writer

Summer is a busy time for children
at the Farmington Communlty Li-
brary.

Both the Farmington and Farming-
ton Hlils library branches draw their
share of youngsters throughout the
summer months. The library’s Summer
Reading Clubs help bring the chlldren

In,

“The Readlng Club Is the biggest
happening for the summer,” sald Marl-
lyn Kiefer, children's librarian/depart-
ment head for the Farmington Hills
branch. “They wait for it from ycar to

ear.”

Thls year’s theme for the reading
club s “Buccancers and Books” for the
older children. The “From the Crow's
Nest” club is deslgned for younger chil-
dren who cannot yet read independent-

1y.

As of Frlday merning, 368 young-
sters had registered for “Buccaneers
and Books" at the Farmington Hllls
branch, with 213 registered at the
Farmington branch. Reglstration ftg-
ures for “From the Crow's Neat" were
+160 at the Farmlington HIls branch and
97 at the Farmingion branch.

EACH YEAR'S Reading Club theme
is chosen by the Wayne Oakland Li-
brary Federation, Kicfer said.

“It’s vated on by a committee of chll-
dren's librarlans.”

The Reading Clubs are designed to
encourage youngaters to read. Presen-
tations were made at Jocal elementary
schools near the end of the school year,
to let children know about the pro-
gram.

The presentations included a slide/
tape program, telllng the story of a
youngster who “carns his freedom” —
— ag If having fInished the school year,
He then goes on a treasure hunt, find-
ing a variety of trcasures at the llbrary
branches.

“The most rewarding and fun part
was to show it in the schools, to see how
well it was recclved,” Klefer said.
“They just loved It."

Library shelves hold a variety of books for children

Both branches of the Farmington
Communlty Library have a varlety of
1ists of suggested books for children of
all ages, These are some of the new tl-
tles available at the Farmington Hills
branch:

For younger readers (kindergarten
throogh third grade):

# Judy Blume, “The Pain and the
Great One™

The conflict between brothers and
slsters 1s explored.

® Joanna Cole, "Bony-Legs”

A retelling of o Russian folk tale
about a llttle girl who escapes from a
terrible witch named Bony-Lega.

e Ed Emberley, “Ed Emberley's
Plcture Ple”

Shows how to create birds, animals,
snowmen and flsh by cutting a basle
cirele into arcs and curves,

® Wilson Gage, "'The Crow and Mrs.
Gaddy"

A farmer and a crow spend all thelr
time playing tricks on cach other and
gat nathing alxe done,

@ Tana Hoban, “Is it Rough? Is it

. Smooth? Is it Skiny?"

Color photographs without text Intro-
duce objects of diffcrent textures In
this new learning concept book. ,

@ Beanctt Lee Hopkiny, “Surprises”

Easy to read poems by such poets as
Myra Cohn Livingston, Alleen Fisher
and Karla Kuskin, among others,

Hills resident honored for

Tina Jensen has been named “Volun-
tecr of the Month” by the Farmington
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Holly Blajedell, 8, Is one of many tocal children who will spand a part of thelr summer in the company of good books. Holly and her mother, Glna, recently visited the

Farmington Hills library branch.

THE REABING CLUB programs be-
gln thls week and will contlnue through
carly August when club parties arc
scheduled. Children who fulllll the re-
quirements of reading and reporting on
books will be Invited to the party.

“Every week there's a dlfferent
theme for the programs,” Kiefer said.
“The programs are geared toward the
different age levels.”

In addition to reading books and giv-
Ing reports, the youngsters watch flims

® Shirley Hughes, “Alfle Gives a
Hand"

Attending his first birthday party
without his mother, Alfle must decide
whether or not to glve up hls secucity
blanket to help a friend.

® Thacher Hurd, “Mama Don't Al-
Tow"

A noisy saxophone player and three
of his fricnds form a combo and are
Invited to play at the alligator ball, and
learn that they are destined to become
the main course.

® Trinka Hakes Noble, “Jimmy's
Boa Bounces Back”

Jimmy's pet boa constrictor returns
to create delightful havoe at a garden
club meetlng.

& Chris Van Allsburg, “The Myster-
les of Harrls Burdiek”

A scries of curlous and remarkable
black and white pictures by the award-
wianing author/lllustrator.

For [otermedlote readers (grades
faur-slx)

® Beverly Cleary, “Ramona Foreve
cr”

Another delightful story about Ra-
mona's life and adventures.

® Robert Burch, “Christmas with
Ida Early”

More fun and zany escapades with
1da Early and the Sutton family.

® Roald Dahl, “The Witches”

%

and participate In crafts activities.

For each two books read, “Buc-
caneers and Books” participants will
get a chance to guess the number of
gold nuggets in a treasure chest In a
llbrary dlsplay case, The five young-
sters with the closest guesses will win
gift certificates for paperback books.

“So that really gets them reading,”
Klefer sald.

"“We ask for a goal of how many
books they want to read for the sum-

Ing grandmather expose a coven of
witches and the Grand High witch.

o Constance Greene, “Isabelle
Shows Her Stuff”

Al the gang from “Isabelle the Itch”
is back for more silly adventures, Isa-
belle offers to teach a fricnd the art of
belng a pest.

@ Bette Bao Lord, “In the Year of
the Boar & Jackie Robinson”

A heart-warmlng story of a young
Chinese glrl who moves to America
with her family and her adjustment to
a pew culture and langunge.

® Jack Prelutsky, “The New Kid on
the Block"

A collection of nonsense poems about
the ltkes of Baloney Belly Billy and the
Gloopy Gloopera, .

For older readers (grades six-elght):

® John Bellalra, “The Curse of the
Blue Figurine”

A mysterious blue flgurine leads a
young boy on a terrifylng mystery-ad-
venture. .

@ -Beverly Butler, “Ghost Cat"

Fourieen-y i Annabei
a mystery lovolving an abandoned
house, a crying cat, suspiclons of mur-

der, and her own grandparents.
® Fred D'Ignazio, “Invent Your
Own Computer Games”

Explalns how (o use & personal com-
puter to create original games, with in-

A young orphan and his cig:

She is a member of the Nardln Park
United Methodist Church, PTA, the

C Center in of

F Square Sub Advisory
in Actlon

her 1 p
in both center and community activi-
t

es.
Currently a member of the board of
directors, Jensen co-chalrs the house
and grounds commlttee and the center
garden council, and frequently particl-
pates in center beautification projects.

A Western Michigan Unlversity
alumna, Jensen 13 also active In 8 vari-
ety of other organizations.

Board, F
and the Farmington Hills Junior Wom-

.en’s Club, of which she is a past presi-

dent.

In 1984, she was chosen “State Jun-
lor Volunteer of the Year” from among
more than 500 junlor clubwornen.

Jensen, a former teacher, lives in

Farmington Hills with her bhusband,
Rlchard, and thelr two children,

work

by

mer. It's not unconmon to get into the
high numbers.”

LIBRARY STAFFERS cncourage
youngsters to read a varlety of books
during the summer. For younger chil-
dren, a beginnlng readers sectlon ls
available.

“Once they get acquainted with read-
ing and lke it, there's plenty bere for
them to read,” Kiefer safd. “That's
what keeps them coming back and

® Robin McKinley, “The Hero and
the Crown”

- A “prequel” to “The Blue Sword.” A
fantasy story of a young herolne who
engages In a dragon-kiiling quest.

@ Susanne Beth Pfeffer, “Truth or
Dare”

When 11-year-old Cathy starts at a
new funior high school, she tries to re-

“See you at
the Square’

Banjo
players
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reading, when they have positlve expe-
riences.”

Many of the youngaters who vislt the
Ilbrary have definite ideas about what
they'd llke to read.

“They come in and they know cxact-

1y what they llke,” she sald. “It's fun to"

work with them.”

The hobby books are popular ones
with the youngsters, she safd. Camplog
books are also in demand this time of

place her two best friends with the
“perfect” Jesslea.

® Jerry Spinelli, “Who Put that Hair
n my Toothbrush?"

Slbling rivalry between a 12-year-old
and her older brother reaches a peak
when she ruins his sclence project and

year, as arc books on spring/summer

sports.

“There’s just so much here for chil-
dr;:ét, and they really use It,”" Kiefer
sald.

{These who wish to reglster for the
Summer Readlng Clubs should do so at
the lbrary branch where they intend to
do their reporting. The deadline for re-
porting on books is @ pm. Thursday,
Aug. 1)

he throws her favorite hockey stick
into a pond.

4 ® Rosemary Sutcliff, “Bonnle Dun-
oo

A speliblnding historical tale about
John Claverhouse, a Scottish Royalist
who fought to keep the House of Stuart
on the Scottish throne,

. Thursday, June 27 &
Friday, June 28
10 am. to @ pm.

Saturday, June 29
10 am. to 5 pm.
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