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outh Power? They Don’t Use It At Polls

Voters In 20’ Performed Poorly In Prlmary Survey Shows

8y PATRICK HINDERT-

Desplte claims of increased ~

*\ polttical interest and involve-
ment, non-voting remains rel-
atlvely’ common among the
“'younger generation.""

Young voters display almost
a 10 per cent worse record at
the polls than older voters,

These coaclusions are bas
upon a study of how variousage
groups in Observerland went to
the polls during the Aug, 6
primary electlon, The conclus-
lons are supported by similar
studies made ona national basls
by the University of Mlchlgzn
Survey Research Center,

A random sampling of 900
verpaps showed 'that 25 per
cent.of the registered voters
between the ages of 21 and 30
voted compared with almost
35 per cent-of the registered
voters above .the age’ of 41,

Men, on the whole, had 2
better voting turnout than wo:
men, Males between the ages of
41 and 45 recorded the highest
age group votingaverage among

eftner sex, a not- sa-hot 43 per
cent,
e e s

WHAT FACTORS caused the
younger generation to present
such 2 dismal voting portrait?

First, the demands of early
adulthood may Intrude in an
active way to distract the young
person’s attentlon = from poli-~
itles, and hence undermine his
interest in voting.

Young people in their 20's
are Inevitably preoccupled with
personal interests and obliga-
tlons, Whether this preoccupa-
tion results from the quest for
a mate, the search for a suit-
able job_or .the care of pre-
school children, the result 1§
usually the same--their eyes
turn Inward,

When the voter approaches

middle age, these personal con- -

cerns_no longer preciude pol-
itical interests, The voter be-
gins to integrate into the com-
munity, and the politics of the
outstde world begin to attract

How We Made
This Survey

Eight cities and Lownshlps in the Observer
Newspapers circulation area were surveyed by re-
porter Patrick Hindert in his study of how suburb-
anites voted by age categories. °

The clerk keeps a card for every registered

voter.

The card is stamped each time a person

comes to the polls. It shows only whether he voted

— not, -of course, how he voted.

record.

This is a public

Hindert checked the records in every second

precinct of each community.

He drew a random

sample of 10 voters from each survey precinct,
checking each registered voter's (1) age, (2) sex
and (3) voting performance in the Aug. 6 primary.

There is one statistical weakness in our re-
port: It shows only the performance of registered
voters, and not the performance of unregistered
persons. Presumably, the showing for persons in
their 20s would have been worse because a higher
percentage of young people fail to register or are

ineligible,

Michigan Won't
Build Any New
Interstate Roads

LANSING -- The Departinent
ot-State Highways is ready to
implement the ‘recently slgned
Federal Highway Act of 1968,
but sald it does not plan at
this time to take advantage of
a provision authorizing con-
struction of sdditional miles lof
interstate highways, i

Henrik E, -Stafseth, state
highway director, sald the act
authorizes construction of1,500
miles of Interstate on topjof
the previously authorized 41,000
miles, Howevar, Congress did
not allot funds for construction
of the additional miles,

«Simply stated, this gives the
states a cboice of completing
thelr previously authorized {o-
terstale programs as pidnned,
"or of swapping some of their
previously announced profects
for new ones,” he sald,

#We fully futend to compl
our 1,081-mile’ portion of tha
praviously authorized system,
These highways as much need-
.ed ond long overdus, and iwe
do not Intend !o Juggle pr'l T-
ities,”
. Stafseth sald Congress made
1t .cleaf that ‘the extra mile-
age should be used only

links and not simply to exte
the system where it would; be
desirable to have an extension,
He added that the U,S, Depart-
ment of Transportation is gx-
pected to set rigid standards
for approval of missing links,
In testimony on the -highyay
bt 1ast Juna, Statseth urged
‘that the interstate system jnot
be expanded at the expense of
other pressing highway nedds,
«The Interstate program has
been spectacular -- withoyt 1t
wo could not begln to accom-
modate .tha - plmost incredible
increase in the mumber of Ve~
hicles that are travellig our
highways,'* he sald, ‘
#But these great highways

nd

hava not been constructed with-

oht a serious impacton the

- state highway system, It Isjour
.position that the states be given
more fexibillty to, meet other

eritical . needs following com- -

te

for
eliminating critical missing -

1ga's interstate system in the
event Congress authorized --
and funded -- additional miile-
age.

Routes considered were, pro-
posed M-275 betweenInterstats
696 at Novl and Interstate 75
at Clarkston, and an extension
of Interstate 69 between Mar-
shall and Port Huron via Lans-
ing and Flint,

-Stafsath also reported thatthe
new act provides additional
money for highway construc-
tion and he estimated that Mich-
igan will receive about$65 mil-
lion of these funds In fiscel
1970-71, and $65 million in fis-
cal 197172, raising federal ald
to gbout $210 million annually
for «reasonsble and orderly”
acceleration of construction.

Fair Campaign
Code Is Signed
By Gary Frink

Gary R. Frink, Democratic
-nominee for Congress in the
19th District, says be hassign=
Practices of the Falr Campaign

,“Practices Committee, Wash-

ington, D.C.

“1 signed the Codenaw,earl-
fer than is standard practice,
because I want to make it clear
that my campalgn will be dedie
cated {o its principles of faire

ness, the 35-year-old Pontiac

attorney sald,
“It 15 my intention and that
of my campalgn staff that this

campalgn will be based on the

highest standards’ of falr play.
1 hope that my opponent
will do the same,”
. Frink sald that he supports
fully the purpose of the Code:
“iThere are basic principles
of decency, bonesty.and fair
play ¥hich every candidate for
public office inthe UnitedStates
has, 2 ‘moral obligation to ob-
serve and uphold, in order that,
after vigorously contested but
fairly conducted campaigns, our

citizens may exercise their’

. pletion of author-
lud interstate system,”

.. "Statseth said the Highway Dé-

plrtmont Informaily considéred

two polslbu esdditions to Mlch-

tight toafreeand

-ustrammeled chotce and! the
will of the people maybefuuv
~and clearly expfessed on the
1ssues before the country.™

closer attentlon,.
. »

SEVERAL CITY and town-
ship clerks fn the Observer-
land area 'agreed with this
«ipersonal inferest” theory. But

they were surprlsed at figures
which Indlcate that women show
an earller voting Interest (ages
31 -35) then men (age 41-45),

\Westland City Clerk Marlan
McWilliams concluded  that

P

“‘women must grow up and be~
come politically aware when
thelr children start school. I
guess men are still too con-
cerped with the family’s livell-
hood at age 30 or 85.”

The 2ct of rezhuallcn re-
quires as much, if not more,
éffort than the act of .voting.
In Michigan, {f some continu-
ity in vote turnout is not main-
talned, the 'voter must ré-
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M cDonald Hits
U.S: Highway
Budget ‘Game’

i

Congressman Jack McDonald
(R-19th District) charged.Fri-
day that the Johnson-Humphrey
administration 1s ««trying to fool
the American - people’”.by in-
cluding cuts in the highway
program as part of the $6
billion , expenditure reduction
ordared in the Revenue and Ex-
penditure Control Act which
was passed this year by Con-
gress,

He ' said Budget Director
Charles J. Zwick “is playlng
a  numbers game" when he
warns that the spending cuts
will include $200 milllon of the
highway program,

“The highway program has
nothing to do with the regular
federal budget,”” McDonald
sald, l«its funds come from
trust funds collected from mo-
torists at the gasoline pump
and for auto equipment The
unwarranted cuts In highway
expenditures will delay the
completion of safe highways -~
vitally) needed as the crush of
90 milllon vehicles overtaxes
older roads, but'will not reduce
the budget deftelt one'cent.”

McDonald charged that «the
talks about con-
sumer, protection while cutting
back on highway safety,” .

He sald it is #shameful that
the would gam-
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SS Beneficiaries May Make

Status Changes Locally

The 171,000 Social sdcnruy
benenclules in the Detrall-
Observerland area who need
to report changes of address,
or other events that affect the
payment of thefr monthly bene~
fits, may do so through the So-

Municipal

cial Security. office at 18500
Grand River in Detroft, Sam
F, Test, district manager, satd,
Reports may be made by mall,
telephone, or personal visit,

Test sald that up to now,
Jeneficlaries were encouraged

League

Convention Theme}
Is ‘Cooperation’

Delegates to the Michigan
Municipal League’s 70th annual
convention on Sept, 17-20 In
Lansing will be seeking solu=
tons to the social {lls of urban
Uving and other complex mu~
nieipal problems;

Over 1,200 city and village

.officlals and their guests will

concentrate on the *Accent on

ble with public safety and at-
tempt [to convince the Amerl-
can people that highway pro-
gram cuts represent prudence
in government, Safe roads
should|-be of highest national
priority, The money s there
-- already pald by motorists
and | commercial highway
users.{’ -

Huber Topic:
Regional
Government

County bome ‘rile and the
Southeastern Michigan Council
of will be: dis-

C C con=
ventlon theme as.they lsten
to leading authorities from
across the nation, .

The conventlon’ opened for-
mally Wednesday in the Lansing
Civic Center. when University

of Michigan Président Robben .-

‘W, Fleming and Floyd H, Hyde,
mayor of Fresno, Calll,, gave
keynote addresses.

Lewis Powell, 2 Washing-
ton, D,C. management coosule
taat, spoke at the convention’s

opentsg Iumcheon. -

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

two panels of top-flight per~ .

will lead

Committee, and Johu Shannen,
assistant director on taxation
and finance for the U.S. Ad-
viséry Commission on Inter-
governmeatal - Relatisis  n
Washington, D.C.

Numerous state-agency rep-
resentatives will be available
during the workshop period.
Edward ‘M, Levin, special as-
sistant to the reglonal admine
istrator, U.S, Department of
Housing and .Urban Develope
ment, will partieipate in the
housing workshop.

P

AT THE THURSDAY after-
noon annual business meeting
of the League, delegates will
consider a serles of policy
statements and resolutions and
elect six members of theLeag=
ue’s board of trustees. The
board will meet that afternoon
to select the League's pres~
ident for ihe -1968-69 year,
Grand Raplds Mayor Chris H,’

forums on- “New Dimensjons
in Emplayee Relations" and

cussed at a public meeting to
be held by private citizens. at
8 p.am, Friday, Sept: 27, in
the | Henry Ruff Elementary
Schoal, Garden City.

The meeting was: announced
by Mrs,.- Louise Rebandt,.of
29751 Balmoral St -

Guest speaker at the meeting
will be Stata Semator Robert
‘Huber of Oakland County, .

The Counct] of Governments

was formed nearly two years

ago as 2 vnlunhry assoclation .

of governmental agencles tp
study andpropesé solutions’ to
Teglonal problems, -
Cousty {bome rule will be
on ths ballot Nov.'5 with voters

_to decide 12 commisson should.;

be elected to draft s charter
lnrdwnounty. -

} -

is the current pres=
1dent. .

eraticn’ of State,’ County and .

Mun!elna\ Employees, AFLe

clo.

MML delegates will' find 2
‘wealth of resource talent at
the Thursday, mnrni.nc Work=
shop sesslons. Ct

. condition {mpraves or who take

to notify the Soctal Security
Administration about the oc-
currence of these events on
postcard forms pre-addressed
to one of slx Soclal Securlty
record centers

register every two years to
remain eligible,

Newly eligible votersare fac-
ed en masse with problems of
registering, while older, once
registered, voters are not,

e

A SHIFT in residence, pre-
sumably more common among
the young than the old, poses
another deterrent tovoters, be~
cause {t .usually requires =
complete new effort at regls-
tration. -

These factors could help to
explain why residents in rap~
idly developlng cities, ltke
Westland and Livonia, have
poorer voting records than res-
idents of more establishéd
areas, llke the cities of Ply-
mouth and Farmington and Red~
ford Township,

«Transits definitely cause
our registration numbers to
fluctuate,” reports Plymouth
City Clerk Eugene Silder, “‘But
T am not certain that this cre-
ates unfair burdens for young-
er people,”

A third factor which may
help cause non-voting among
the younger generation is thelr
tack of political education and
sophistication. Young people,
especially those lacking a col-
lege education, increase their
comprehension of national pol-
itles, and therefore their par~
ticipation at the polls, during
the course of their adult lives,

S A

SINCE MANY young voters
are less familiar, and hence
less concerned, with local
issues and candidates, thisfac
tor was probably more impor-
tant in the Aug. 6 primary than

‘4t would be In a presidential

election,
‘“The publicity of a natlonal
election brings -greater per-

centages of all voters, including
young people, to the polls,”
according to Plymouth Town-

ship Clerk Helen Richardson,

‘Two flnat factors--television
and property ownership--may.
help to explain voter particl-
pation among the younger gen-
“eration in. specific. types of
elections,
T It is almost impossible to
estimate the effects that a Ilfe-
long contact with television has
had upon the minds and emo-
tlons of the younger voters.
But after witnessing their re:
actions to candidates like the
Keanedy brothers, Eugene Mc-

Carthy, John Lindsay, and oth- .

ers, it appears that the new
generation of American voters
is attracted more to person-
allties than issues,

1f no personable candidates
are listed on the ballot, the
young voters may demonstrate
thelr indifference by notvoting.

Finally, since young people’

are less likely to own property

then older people, they prob-

ably are less concerned with

elections concerning taxation.
.« s .

THE YOUNGER generatton
represents & significant prop-
ortion of the potential national
electorate, According" to the
University of Michigan Survey
Research Center, nearly 20per
cent of the eliglble voters in
America are age 30 or less,
And this figure is expected to
increase,

Non-voting among such avit-
al block of Americans 1S a
serlous problem which should
concern every American, Inthe
words of Redford Township
Clerk Dorothy Rice, *'God help
us if the youmger people don't
take an interest in voting--
they are all we have left,”

JOYy

STORI

15505 Beech Daly Road, KE 7-4480

LUMBER
COMPANY

E HOURS

Weekdays - 2:30 a.m. 1o 6:30 pum,

Soturday —~ 7:30 a.m to 4:30 p.m.

(e A'
28

174" x &
/4" x &

PREFINISHED V.G. PANELING

CHALET ALMOND BIRCH

x8'.,... ..

DANISH WALNUT MAHOGANY
3716 x 4" x 7"
3/16" x 4° x 8°

FRUITWOOD MAHOGANY

NUTMEG MAHOGANV
x7 .
x8 .

$6.95

count !

untry,

Beneficlaries received tha

postcard forms when they
initially applied for' monthly
benefits,

Test sald-that the change in
reporting méthods s deslgned
to reduce the time needed to

change addresses and process

other informatioh having an ef-
fect on payment of monthly
bepefits,

The change is prompted by
the increased capacity of So-
clal Security district offices
to transmit the information over
high speed communications clr-
cuits to record offices.

In  addition to =nddress
changes, Test said, events that
affect ‘receipt of monthly So-
clal Security checks include
employment,  marriage or re-
marriage in some instances,
divorce, and death,

Full-time  student beneficie
arfes between the ages of 18
and 22 who change schools or
are no longer attel , and
disabled beneficiaries whose

a job, are-other cnhgorlas of
beneficiaries who are to report

REJECT DOORS

MAHOGANY 24", 28", 305 x 6'~8x1-3/8"3.95

BIRCH 24",

28~, 307, x 6-8x1-3/8"

4.95

to the local Soctal Securlty

ADDITIONAL

$6,000

INCOME
_(ON-PART TIME ik§|§)

We will hire 4 men who will work 3 evenings
per week only. No Friday, Saturday or Sunday

work. You should have a sales background,

’

age 26 — 43 and made in excess of $8,500

fast year,

- WRITE MR. LLOYD .
%OBSERVER NEWSPAPERS, LIVONIA, MICH._AB:WG

BOX 2428

office, .

Tramlng in your spare time
{ won't interfere with present

Effort The Friday morning session
to Meet }lumnn Needs,” - oﬂhl three~day convention will

. Taking in the meetings -
"~ will be :e’:ﬁe Lefkowitz, dep- tor mayors and councilmen,
uty chairman, Public Employ= atlorneys, clerks, engloeers
ment Relations Board, Stato of  #nd public. works gfficlals and
New . York, and Jerry Wurl, 3 of clt villages.
president of the Ameaned- . Thelr varied’speakers will

include Carlton E, Spltzer,
president | ‘of Public Affairs
‘Communications, Inc., of Washe
, D.C., who will discuss
“Communicating with the Me=
dia,” PAC is -8 mnnagem

+ symposium: onlnulﬁsulpmb— H

lems will'be U.S. Rep, Martha
W, Griffifhs, D-17th Congres~
sional - Distrjet, . Michigan,

¢hairman of-the subcommittee .

on' fiscal policy- of the coa-
Joint

firm in
cations research and annlysls,

- public affairs programmingand *

the formation of. public policy.
Pre\douskv Mr, Spitzer was di=
Tector.. of - public information
for. the. U.S,’ Department, of

| Health,

T

We ‘teach unly Data Proces-
sing {not

STATE DATA SYSTEMS INSTITUTE
- —— GRAND OPENING——

Our SIXTH Michigan Data Processing School

‘APPLICATIONS FOR FALL CLASSES NOW BEING CONSIDERED
OFFERING THE FINEST TRAIRING IN:

oKEY PUNCH #COMPUTER OPERATION OCllIPIITEl PROGRAMMING

B Corrplele und mail coupon today lw ﬁee booklet

STATE DATA SYSTEMS INSI'lTUfI’E
Ry

18M Equipment, Free place-
ment_assistance upon gradu-
ation. -

Unlimited opportunities are
available for those who
qualify.

home or in our office.
11For thoss who care to investigate)
We are licensed by Michigan
ucation -
VBternn ‘Adminjstration_spproved

Learn to’ operate_the latest

Free aptitude testing in'your -

2240

NAME, . ..
ADDRESS , .

CITY ......
| am interested-in‘the following ‘program:
) KEYPUNCH
{ F COMPUTER PROGRAMMING .
1 underatand this obligates neither | nor State Data Systems.

oad fcorner of Ford Road)

. Garden City, Michigan — Phone 261-7810

co.ae,

" { ) COMPUTER OPERATION

..PHONE.....A.

i

and Welfare,

- ¢




