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Say look us over!

By Tori Banas :
staff writer

The idea of a community college
might not be the same after next week.

That's when a fresh crop of summer
school students wil) begin arriving on
the Orchard Rldge campus of Oakland
Community College in Farmington
Hills,

But wait. These students will be
younger than your typlcal freshman at
the commuter college — some as
young ns 6 years old. What are they
doing on campus?

"Mnybe they will and maybe they
won't be our future studeats,” sald col-
lege administrator Sylvia Burtrum,
“But in the meantime, we're contribut-
ing something to the communlty.”

THAT *“contribution” is a {ull-time
summer school camp that's open to
children and teens throughout the col-
lege’s district and beyond. It's self-sup-

rting, based on break-even tuition
costs, and Includes 78-program offer-
ings In the fine arts and sclences that

Sylvia Burtrum

Commission opposes Cobo tax plan

By Tim Rldllld
alnff wrlter

‘To 17 Republicans, [t didn't matter
that County Executive Daniel T. Mur-
phy was supporting it.

To four of nlne Democrats, it was in-
consequential that Detroit Mayor Cole-
man Young wanted Jt desperately.

The (akland County Board of Com-
missiofiers sald “no” to a state tax
e that would underwrite the
$200 on expanslon of Detroit's
Cobo Hgll to lmprove ils uﬁon&l m-

typlcally won't be found ln the every-
day public school systemn.

The program is marketed to gifted
and talented students In area
garten to 13th grade ynbllc schools,
and while moet of the students are la-
belled gilted, there's no e.nmnce test-
ing, 30 any student 6-18 years of age
may attend.

Some might wonder why a college
would offer non-college level pro-

grams,

“Our philosophy is that we're a com-
munity college, and this is our outreach
Into the community,” said Burtrum, the
program’s coordinator and college ad-
mlssions dlrector, “We'll do anything to
enhance the educational welfare of the
community. Last December, for exam-
ple, we had a program for upem-

ploged and 1,100 attended. They
wcn:n’l s(udenu (enrolled in the col-
lege;

x"V)Vhy not?” she sald, “We have an on-
golng lacuny we can do it, so we're
dolng it.”

THIS 18 the flrst time the program
has been scheduled in the summer and
it's an expanded version of the regular
school year’s Saturday enrichment pro-
gram. The program debuted sevea
years ago and has mushroomed in size
and course offerings
beginning, 400 students attended, tak-
ing courses in computers, lorelgn lan-
guage aud sclence, Today, a regular
schoo} year sces between 1,500-1,700
students enrolled. And the summier’s
expundv.-d program will run five days a
week.

Perhaps one reason for the pro-
gram's success s found In Burtrum's
definitlon of what they’re trying to
achleve. She says they attcmpt w oﬂu'
courses that youngsters can’
the publlc schools.- When eumpuur
courses were first offered seven years
ago, for example, they hadn't been
avallable in the public schools yet.

Today, the course offerings include
such subjects as theater work, ballet,
miming, ¢lowling, jewelry making, car-
toon drawing, pottery, foreign lan-
guage, computer sclence and math.
Other attention-getting courses teach
students about bullding robots, acrody-
namles, dinosaurs and outer space.
There also are “self-improvement”

Larry Pemnick, D-Southfield, one of

five Democrats to oppose the resolu-

tion.

“We In Oakland County are supposed G
to be leaders, and lcadera take risks,
We're clected to serve over all,” sald
Pernlck, arguing the county had no
qualms about spénding government
money on roads for General Motors
Corp.'s Lake Orion plant.

“We need to belp nelghboring com.
munltles,” added Walter Moore, D-Pon-
tlac. “This flies In the face of a cooper-
ative splrit." ‘l‘o those opposed to tax

fusasa
vote was 21-5 on (hu purely ndvlwry
resolution, which was seat to the state
Leglslature.

“The imposition of these proposed
taxes places an unfalr and unjustiffed
burden on suburban businesses,” satd
the resolution, Introduced by Commis-
sioner John McDonald, R-Farmington,

;ﬂm 'll'A&(x pnc‘;ugo would 1) nhed bo-
tel-motel taxes by 1-5 percent, depend-
Ing on the number of units, in the tri.
county metropolitan area and 2) raise
liquor taxes to 15 perceat statewide.
“I support economi¢ expansion,'” sald
mmlszsicoer Depnls Aaron, D-Oak

Park, “but I don't see how ralalng taxes
on tourists i3 golng to help tourism.

“I'm downtown every day," sald Aar-
on, an attorney, “Cobo Hall Is not full
now. If you want touriam, cut the tax-
cs.

McDonald quoted Botsford Inn
awner John Anhut as saying most hotel
and restaurant owners in the suburbs
are vehemently opposed to the tax

ckage.

Under questioning by commission-
Spinelll, a deputy county
executlve to Murphy, sald the execu.
tive supports the package.

“IT WOULD be nlce ta think these
things are bullt by magic,” conntered

ted commisslonera’
support u!utha 1934 property tax for

county par!
But Johao Olsen,

courses such as baby-sltting training
and assertiveness tralnlng.

*We see these as enrichment courses,
We try to give them what the public
schools can’t,” Burtrum sal

The courses are uuzbt by college
professors on staif and by working pro-
fessionala,

One of the summer teachers is Don
Mendelson, a professional artist from
0ak Park who teaches college-age stii-
denta the rest of the year. Mendelson
last taught art to children In the 1980s
and says be’s excited to teach young.
sters again. How does he alter hiz
{caching style for them?

“All you have to do 1s expose them to
the materials, talk to them about ideas
and they come up with the most unique
works of art,” ha sald. *By nature chil-

are creative people. It's only as
you get older that you bave to be re-
tralned in college.”

Other summer {nstructors Include
Lisa Nowak, founder and artist direc.
tor of the Harbinger Dance Company,
and Peter Carbone, a black belt in .
Isshin-Rye Karate.

'Wa Bave such good peaple,” said

nmmm the structured classes, the
camp offers fun, summertime nc?.lvl-
tles that kids would find in a regular
summer camp, B says they're
planning a pizza day, cupcake day, na-
ture walks and even a day for wearing
you clothes backward,

To further simulate a summer, day-
camp setting, they’ll hold opening ceve-
monies and attendance call each morn-
ing at the flag pole. The teachers will
escort the students between classes to
ensure everyons gets where they're
going without becomlng lost on the col-
lege campus.

urtrum, by the way, is credited

Jamle Mason, manager of the Oakland Commu-
nity College's Orchard Ridge Theatre, will teach k:

OCC appeals to K-12 students
at first summer camp for glfted

lheutar at summor school. Hore he expl’aln.
o two

with developlng the ecneeyt for the ¢o-
the

program to wbcm lt 13 today.

a “dynamo” by at
lmt unc o( hcr shﬂ ske's put the sum-
mer program wxether with more than
a fow near slecpless nights,

“She’s the mortar that puts every-
thing together,” sald Mendelson, “If it
wasn't for her, it wouldn't have gotten
off the ground.”

A HINT of Burtrum'a motlvation

was offered when she spoke of her own
gifted daughter, who’s now & successful
32.year-old media buyer, As a child,
the woman was diagnosed by school
personnel as baving a reading problem
when in fact her comprehension was so
quick that she paraphrased long pas-
sages instead of readlng them aloud.

“She dldn't bave a rudlnx problem,
ehe bad a high ntellect,” Burtrum sald.
“My poor child struggled through
achool.”
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crowded County Jail's dry cleanlng
plant and laundry te prisoner housing.
When converted for an estimated
$789,000, the bulldings would house 80
risoners.

® Approved a contract with the Of-
fender Ald and Restoration (AOR) pro-
gram, Pontlac, to house 10 adult male
jall inmates at $35 a day. AOR pro-
vides counseling, employment assist-
ance and rehabllitation programs as
recommended by courta and probation

for d
terminal bullding al Oak!.nnd/’l‘my ALrv
port.

Woods, saw aignificant differences be-
tween the parks tax and the Cobo Hall
package. “Firat, tha millage was for
parka in Oakland County, which are our
responalbility. Second, ours was by a
vote of the people, I would favor a vote
of t)be people (on the Cobo Hall pack-
age)”

‘T'm lll in hvm‘ of reglonalism,”
sald John Calandro, R-Novi, “but the
mayor of Detrolt Is not talking reglon-
alism with the x00 or the Detroit Insti-
tute of Arts, ] don't see where regional-
1sm comes {nto Cobo Hall.”

COMMISSIONERS had less problem
agreelng on another legislative bill,
this one almed at setting up a newryl-
tem of Domestie m-_uum
‘They were opposed 24-0.

So were the judges of Oakland Cir.
cuit Court.

The commlssioners’ ruolntlon
charged the Domestic Relations Court
bill would require a whole new set of
books, equipment and offlces but fatled
10 st up a method for funding the now
court.
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Physnlcns
FUTRA-LOSS DIET SYSTEMS
CALL TODAY!
TROY
FARMINGTON HILLS
ALLEN PARK

553:5770
471-3210
3813773
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ROSEWOOD+ TEAK+ LEATHER+ HOME+ OFFICE

FURNITURE <N OUTLET
SCANDINAVIAN/U.S.
TRADING COMPANY

SAVE AT WAREHOUSE PRICES

Teak & Leather Lounge Chalrs
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== AN insurances Acospted.

CALL .
+ PREVENTT
. mAcnosxs
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. Botwean Parmington Rend wid Loven

A NEW fPOM trrnrecrnrrmeneaneee $199.00
X ey | | Teak Wallunits from. ¢298.00
"FURNITURE Teak Bookcases, all sizes
*Residential ({711 IO < X 1+
° Teak.Stereo/Video Benches

« Commercial

u from $106.00
Now can

Teak Dining Tables, seat
0 ffOMucrisnssnssasesnessna $198.00

Some items avallable In Rosewood.

Supplles are Limited, So Hurryl

NO SALES « NO GIMMICKS

: NO PROMOTIONS

Just Everyday, Year | .
st i 3300+ 10%

Discounts On All ltems

WAREHOUSE

i Interior Design sﬂvm
.:‘ .543-5410 L

Creators of fine jewelry for over 55 years

$28N Woodward Avenue s Beminghame 4Bloks N, of M (313)642:2650
Monday thns Saiwday 9:30-5:10« M-pnamc-g;w oml J

our sale of men’s
Now, even our disconnted merchandise

Starting todﬂy, we wlll be
quality ath 8
Is on sale.

Qur Policy:

We do not purchase special items for our sales. All merchandise is from our
current seasonal inventory and represents the latest in £it and fashion,

SUITS . DRESS SHIRTS
Lrclyding, such quality names Reg. *32.50 e NOW 122
NOW 1260 Reg. 125 ... NOW 117,50
Now u7s :

Reg. 375
Reg. 4250
KNIT & SPORT
SHIRTS
.NOW ‘28
~NOW 15

Reg. %40
Reg. 24..

SLACKS
Reg. 75 e NOW 137.50
Reg. "42. .. NOW 130

OUTER JACKETS
Reg. '80. NOW 157
Reg. 70. NOW '50

(Most Clothing Articles Available
in Regs, Shorts, Longs, Extra Longs)

.DINER'S CLUB .
AMERICAN EXPRESS

VISA
MASTERCARD

@mmmﬁ

112§, Woohwdrd » Birmingham » &
"Mdrl, Tues, Wed,, Sol. 9:30.5:30- - mr-.. m 930900




