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YMCA offers summer fun for campers

By Julle Brown
staff writer
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‘“Indian Week” is just one of the
themes scheduled for the summer, sald
Beth Schoenberg, assistant community
program director for the Farmington
Area YMCA.

Day camp activities and fleld trips
are designed to correspond with the
week's theme. During "lhn!un
Week," for cxample, the children will
travel to the “Island” of Belle Isle.

A COUNSELOR from Spaln will
work with the Summer Fun youngsters
during part of the summer.

“We fec] that's good for the kids,”
Schoenberg sald. The foreign counselor
will teach the language, games and
crafts of her country, and wlll work
with youngsters at several other area
YMCAs during the summer.

“Mystery Week” s also a popular
theme for the Summer Fun youngsters
at the Farmington Area YMCA, During
that week, they will learn the art of
“secret bandwriting” and will search
for hidden prizes In & treasure hunl

The fleld trip um mu-mg "Mymry
Week” will ry to the
youngsters until ﬂ:elr an'lvnl at the
destination point.

“We don't tell the kids what fleld trip
we're golng on,” Schoenberg sald,

Other themes include “chday
Week,” in which a different holiday s
colebutod each day, and “Qlymplcs
W lanned with Olymplc-type
sports activities in mind.

The YMCA’s day camp programs are

-dlvided mecording to the age of the
youngsters,

The younger children — generally
thoso ages S to 5 — attend the PAL
{Play nnd Learn} Camp. Separate

and afternoon sesalons are
u:heduled for the PAL Camp.

THE OLDER children — who have
finlshed the flrst through the flith
grade, and are generally between the
ages of 6 and 10 —~ attend the Summer

Day Camp.

regular
Sommer P\m Day Camp, sald Schoen-
berg, who supervises the Summer Fun
camp activities during the summer
montha.
The Summer Fun youngsters usuall:

travel to Camp Obiyesa in Bol.ly. H.h:h.
000 day each week. Using the

camp's facilities allows the ehudrm lo
ﬁﬂdpﬂe in such activities as boat.

archery, pony rides and hay rides.

door cooking or wildlite. During the
‘week, they fulflll the requirements for
the different areas.

nee!velbcdzo. Schoenberg sall
otber thing we do Is values, We

uhnm-houruuhdny(orml,m
ally.” Thé discuss family

ment-type thing."”
SHE TRIES to create “a family-

‘I think thoe first thing
we hope they getls
fun, I'd say fun,
friendship, some new
skills, and a fook at
thelr values. That’s one
of the things that's
really Important to us.’
—8us Brooks
YMCA statfor

type atmosphere” Tor the youngsters,

“Whatever they have to learn, that’s
the best atmosphere for them to learn
n"

The youngsters develop friendships
during the summer, Schoenberg said,
not only with other children but also
with the counselors.

‘“They become very close to the
counselors during the summer.”

Sue Brooks, the Farmington Area
YMCA's community program dlrector,
agreed that fun and friendship are es-
sential parts of the camp programa.
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3 hie indian attire. “Incian Week™ wie the theme

Iu!‘bﬂt at the' meom Area MA'I Summer fun Day

Camp.
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