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" This nmxlvm by mw Teporter
Tom Henderson iz the result of
‘many hours spent pourina over po-
lice reports and d

law enforcement officials, insur-
ance company representatives and
fraud {nvestigators,

¢ report stunk like a dead fish
ona hot
‘The West Bloom!leld cou-

was broken into and a bag
$6,000 In cask was stolen. Yet, the in-
‘| vestigating police officer noted in his
report, there wasn't any broken glass
&t the site of the alleged crime.
A suspicious detective reading the
portmdaﬂollowu call to the cou-
+| pla to schedule interviews, but the fssue
"became moot whea they found out thelr
insurance didn't cover the loss, Never
mind, they sald.

“IT WAS one of those funny ones,”
West ?!dogm!lcld Police Sgt. Mike Ma-

Another of those funny ones oceurred
in Blrmingham. Police Lt Jack
Kalbflelsch got a call from a

police department asking If he could
hllp investigate a sus; dnm theu re-
port. A plece of jew rth “thou-

sands,” lecording bnehch. was

Kulbﬂeiu:h started making the
|rounds of Blrmingham kwﬂm and
2000 came across the jtem. *What do
you know? The party that sold It was
the party that reported the theft”
Kalbfleisch sald.

‘The Insurance company, AAA, was
notifled and the claim denied. The
other police department continucs its
investigation.

THOSE ARE two exceptions toa nd
rule: fraud is too

{scussions with

le clalmed that their car.

Insurance fraud

m Automoblle Associstion of Mich-
Igan opened Its own fraud uait 11
months ago to investigate suspiclous
r:ﬂortl of auto theit. So far, lts flve

time {nvestigators have lavestigat-
ed 1,200 cases. In 300 of them, AAA
eventually was able to deny payment,
saving more than §1 milllon.

‘THE NATIONAL Auto Theft Bureau,
a natlonal cl g bouse and investl-
gative unit operated by 800 member Ln.
surance companies, estimates that, na-
tionwide, 15 percent of all auto theft

claims are phony.

Conrad Golemba, head of AAA's
fraud unit, sald that 25 t of re-
ported car thefts In Detroit are phouy,
and in Oakland County 15-20 percent.

Slnce there were 8,180 car thefts in
Oakland County in 1984 according to
mupouce, a mlnlmum of 1,200 phony

ris were turng
blelsch l.hlnh lnud 13 even more
prevalent.

“Twenty-flve percent wouldn't

surprise me,” e sald, “How many peo-
pla t.heat on thelr anome tax? Would
you say 25 percent is conservativa?

“That’s how I feel about car theft.
Yet,. we don't know, It's just a gut feel-

Ing. :

GUT FEELINGS and a lack of statis-
tics characterize Insurance fraud, A.n
alde to Oakland County Prosecutol
Brocoks Patterson sald his office d.ldn'l
bave mpich on insurance fraud and that
inquiries should be directed to the
Michigan State Police.

The state police keep no statistics on

fraud

fraud, They fraud, in gen-

| tors and local police all admit that in-
surance {raud 15 common and among
;| the most difflcult of crlmen to prove.
For the

eral, and d cases o Oak-
l.lnd County In IBDI Yet, local police
and Insurance Investigators acknowl.
edge the figures are m\lch hl;har.

+| surance Crime Provention Lustitute, an
/| tiga by
more than 400 fes na-

Police and
contract Ls a license to wm theft reports routinely accept padded
Wendell Harness, director of the In- and felse reports. They can often apot

it, and they don't like it, but they can't {na in So

prove It. The same applles to arson In-

-| tionwide, estimates that 25 percent of
.|the $150 billlon in claims pald each
‘[ year is obtalned fraudulently.

Some of that is e —
doctors and lawyers linked in elaborate
pcams involving phony slip-and-falls,
for example. But much of it ia by usual-

it
1y honest people who pad a legitmate

*WE WERE investigating a flre
near Commerce and Hiller,” said Madi-
gan. “We knew It was arson. We could
tell It wan set, and we had an ldea who
‘was responsible, but we couldn’t prove

"We worked with the insurance com-

|What ‘they’ get away with ends up costing you a bundle

a}

Insurance fraud Is too successful.
Insurance companies, fraud
Investigators and local police all admit
that insurance fraud is common and
among the most difficuit of crimes to

. prove. For the unscrupulous, an
lnsurance contract is a license to steal.

pany, and It turned out the individual
(who filed the clalm) bhad a history of
fires, He had three or four fires In his
cars and one in anotber house. . . .

“Had I been the Insurance s
T'd have said, ‘Hey, pal, we're not pay-
ing off. Sue na for ft."*

S8OME TYPES OF car- and home-
theft reports stand out as phony —
where the car la found soon after a re-
port I8 flled and close to home, and
where thers i3 a long list of misalng
items, Madigan sald.

ey (burglars) take the jewelry,
whlch you'd expect, and mekmnﬂg.
which you'd

apm.

“But sulls and tles? Nobody steals
that stuff. 1 mean, maybe a leather
coat, but 30 of Jockey shorta?”

But, you can't do much about It un-
lesa you get lucky, Madlgan sald. “Yon
catch the thief, and you got him cold.
You got prints, maybe, and he says,
O, T1l admlt to the Jewelry, but I
rlldn't uka & suit. What are you talking
abo!

Sayl Gary Conat of the Southfleld po-
lice: *The only way to solve it is to
catch the burglar. He'll say, ‘Man, you
got me on the break-in. 1 dld the jewel-
ry and the mink stole, but I was ridlng
a 10-speed that night. How am I gonna
:alkh;lce & microwave and a TV on a

o "

OF THE 15,160 burglaries in Oak-
land County in 1984, how many were
complete phonles? Of the 1,128 break-
uthfleld in 1984, how many re-
::lmppened but involved inflated loes

Of the 438 burglars and larcenies so
far this year in Weat Bloomfleld, how
many Involve phony Lusurance reports?

dne mows. Bat thousands of felo-
nlesm bdngcmmltudinonrndsh—
borhoods, by our relatives and friends,
by otherwise good citizens who would
never steal from the local grocer and

around whom your wallet would be
safe, but who think nothing of defraud-
Ing an insurance eomflny.

“People say, ‘Ob, IUs the Insurance
company, they make a lot of money,’ ™
AAA's Golemba sald.

Yel.l!lllllo{nnndnohlloﬂhun

the (nsurance companiea — that pay
tor fraud. Loeses are faclored into
premioms. ‘As fraud reports increase,

%0 do the premiums.
1f you pald $1,000 In Insurance prem-
Iums last year, $250 went just o cover

m'aeom else’s fraud.
The mblamwon’tbem easy one to
solve. Even U fraud {s gath-

ering evidence 1s one !hlng,hklngltw
a prosecutor is another, getting a con-
‘viction yet another, ll-;:‘l:'mylca‘l;l :

really going to belleve an admit-
jurym thief Evbo says he took the
jewelry but didn't take a sult or a mi-
crowave?

THE INSURANCE COMPANIES are
fighting back.

“More and more, |nsurance compa-
nies are beginning to take the hard
1ine,” Golemba sald.

“In the past, if there was fraud, they
just used to deny the claim. Now,
they’re more willlng to get the police
involved.

“And prosccutors are more skilled in
presenting those kinds of cases, now,
and people are more sensitive to >

Information pooling is an active
method of fighting fraud and ul.hulu
evidence for claim denlals and erimi.
nal convictions.

The ICPI, thanks to computers, can

reports, or if receipta listed In one theft
in another. ltm
ploys 100 full-tt

that cliff ovt there/”

“Bur Dad, nobody stole our car. T just Saw you push it over

percentages are In favor of the guilty.
AAA bas just a 35-percent success ra-
tlo, and it investigates only obviously
susplclous cases,

The ICPI admits that fewer than 1 In
10 of 18 cases — agaln, only susplcots
ones are Investigated — result In pros-
ecution.

And even with succeaful prosecution,
Jail time is rare. “Ii’s harder to put
lnyone in jlﬂ." 2ald Kalbfleisch, refer-
to Michigan's crowded jall sitza-

lon.
Restitution is usually all a company
can bope for m::uh prosecutlon,

tlonwlde, two (n Detolt,

to Theft Bureau leepl eﬂmvn-
u:rhed n-u of serial numbers
scriptions.

—~

BTILL, 1'80@ mvolved admit the avmer, m;nlghln

seven years as a
!mxd mmupm he doesn’t remen-
instance of l cldml.nt
m;mm.mmu.n

“IF IT'S "a phony ‘by a home
Igiveupon it,®

sald Ray Gibson, & private détective
with National Detective and Security
Co. of Mll Oak, which does lmsdp-
tions companles. “It's a}-

lmu! unponlblu to pnwa they p.nldad

" Rnow someone doing something notable? Let

A graduate of %c;cy High School, ahe i majoring

us know, Write: Inside Angles, Far
server, 33208 Grand River, Farmington 48024,

LINDA HARPE, daughter of Ken and Betty

‘armington Hills and Ellsabeth J. Berger,
dl\u;hur ol George and Yvonne Berger of Farm-
Ingtor, were two of 138 students inltlated into
freshman scholastic honor societles in ceremonles
tbll spring at Western Michigan University.

MICHAEL FRONTCZAK, a 1981 graduate
of Harrison High School, graduated from Swarth-
more College, Swarthmore, Pa. He earned a bache-
lor of arts degree in anthropology and soclology
and a bachelor of arts degree in English with con-
eutnﬁun on theater,

MARGARET MARTIN, 13, of Farmington
Hills was named to the 1985 Mlchl‘ln State Salect
Soccer Team. The Select Team 1s an Under 14 Girls

. 'Team. She was selected as a result of statewlds

{ryouts, Margaret plays in the Pmnl:r Division’s
Bonlnu Lea, lpomorod the Michigan State
‘Youth Soccer Association. !um. 'WSSL United,
was last year's Under 12 Glrl.l State Champlons.

JAMES CULBERTSON of Farmington Hilla
to a three-year term as mem-
l&n- ol u:e Ad;lm Colleze Alnmnl Assoclation board

of Adrian,
is manager In charge of a heavy truck planning
divislon at Ford Motor Co.

and Mrs. Thomas
reeul nbuhlorolaﬁdmm&vwn
JOHN SANDERS.m-m
Mirsa and Thomas thuolthe

MARY LOU McMILLAN, daughter of Mr,
McMillan of Farmington Hills,

from the Parmington ares,
mwmm-mnw«mwuu—
Youk CRAWFORD, Eéward Deaic, Lax
Kingmas, Jayse Gosbel , from
rummul.hanbouumdw doan's
at Lawrsoce Institate
NANCY I wamglsannmun

E

award 1s granted annually to o
:tudant who has a minimum 3.0 grade point aver-
age and 13 enrolled full time.

BARRY FRANK of Farmington Hills, a
premedical student at Wayne Stata Univeraity, is
;me of ﬂv&'e‘ollege students spending the summer

hand how Cottage Hospital and lts

phyalcians function. The students are participating
in a departmental rotation that introduces them to
all facets of community hospltal activitles, Cottage
Hospital I8 a few Detrolt area hospitala to offer this
program to premedical and public health atudents,

DARREL E. KRATT of Farmington Eills re-
ce.nuy recelved a bachelor of business administra-

In buainess management at Northwood
muum'- 26th commencement ceremonies in Mid-
1and, ML

NANCY STARR, Tamara Forflnskl, Elizabeth
‘Wright, Stacy Lynn Rlu,lnd.. Adams, Roger
Becker, Tioa Marie Bona, Mary Jo Halling, Jamea
Kalck, F‘mdu'lck Rdlcr, David Suﬂon, Kelley Wal-
lace, Elton Blose, Susan Bernas, Ted Case, Krista
Dill, Kim Grazs and Stephen Merritt, of the Farm-
ington area, were among :,SM graduates at Cen-
tral Michigan University.
MARGARET ANN FELON. daughter of Mr.
In phﬂmphylwm
the Unlversity of Dallas.
CAROLYN McCLIMENT, an electrical engi-

neering major Lisa Sabbe, & computer engl-
noering imajor, of F: Hills, are cwrrently
tiending Oakland University’s School of Engineers
ing and Computer Sclences are working for
mestet undes the Oakland 'ummu't, coog:-‘u»
ve

Extention Jundor

gardless of

EMILY BURKE REINHARD, dluhm of
Mr, and Mrw, J.V, Burks of

on Program. The program allows
mmmawmmmm.m

umwmmmuebmﬂmmmmmmd:
resoarch.

KATHLEEN BURNS, Nascy fchlager, Coct-
1i4 Sak and Patricla Wasck, of Hills,

have nductad into the pewly formed Nursing
Honor Society st Madomma College i1 recognition of
acholastic -achievement, creative sup-
* port of ds and commit.

Manm

only 375 and STIQ

FORD; NICELY AFFORDABL '

Each plece Is full lead crystal, Hand blown and hand cut by
artlsans famed the world over. It's no wonder Waterford is Vi
sought by collectors of fine crystal.8ut It 13 a wonder that these
lamps ara priced so low. 14” minl lamp, 78 units® only $78. .
20" scalloped edge lamp, 160 units! only $119. Just two from a
collection of seven lamps at wonderful prlces. In Hudson's

Walsrford Sorry, no phone alders.
© *Total unlr: ot alt Hudson® stores while quumlll»a: last.




