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‘When Tacob Lascu emigrated to De. 10 b€ & good dancer, it
troit 13 years ago, he thought he ;n:d {akes oight yoars of
Ieft hls well-seasoned career behind In
Bucharest, the capltol of Romanla. study and that means

A renowned master, choreographer every day.
and artlstic director of classical ballet, — lacob Lascu
Lascu never dreamed he might also dance master
make 2 name for himself in the West.

Lascu'a brother-ln-law, a State

of

Michigan social worker, tried for three
years to bring his slster, a classlcal bal-

Jerina, and her husband, Lascu, to
home city.

When he finaily succeeded through
the cfforts of former U.S. Sen. Robert

Griffin, Lascu expected to spead
ime in Detroit working as a tailor.

father had been a tailor in Traaosyl-
vanla where Lascu was born and Lascu
was famillar enough with the trade to

be able to flnd work.

his charest, and Vasile and Pavellc! of the
Romanian Theatre for Opera and Bal-
let of Timisoara, Romanla.

Lascy noted that Westerners are
hls more famillar with Russion classical
His arts and art!sts than other East Euro-
pean talent.

Lascu's brother-in-law mailed his re-
sume to some 50 dance companies and
schools within the metro-Detrolt area.

] came to glve my son the opportu- Of the throe responses he received,

nity of growing up here,” Lascu said.
Hls Intention was not to further his ca-

reer in ballet.

“Everyone was very happy. All three
members of the family were bringlng

home a little bit of money.”

Lascu decided to joln the Harbinger
Dance Company of Oakland Communi-
ty College.

Lascu said he was free to leave work
and pursue interviews at his lelsure be-
cause the tailor he was working for

ygrove College were astounded. They
wanted to know more about the ballet
master who had instigated such a sig-
nificant charge in the company lo only
ane year,

After this recognition, Lascu was
hired part time by the University of
Detroit/Marygrove. The following year
he was hired i e and presently, he
1s a tenured professor of dance.

He also teaches at his own school of
ballet in Birmlngham. (It was previous.
Iy located In Southfield.)

THE IDEA for running his own bal-
fet school stemmed from Lascu’s high-
ly acclalmed direction of the “Nut-
cracker Sulte,” a 10-year Christmas
time traditlon for the City of Detroit
and the Detrolt Symphony Orchestra.

Lascu explained that In order to pro-
duce classical performances lke the
“Nutcracker Sulte” or “Swan Lake,”
well-tralned children dancers are a ne-
cessity.

Before the Lascu School of Ballet
opened, children from different schools
throughout the city were recrulted for
large productions.

“It was very dlficult to have a con-
slstent style,” Lascu said.

After last year’s record 17 perfor-
mances of the “Nutcracker Sulte,” Las-
cu acknowledged that it Is the parents
who make tho greatest ascrifices, not
the children. The parents are the ones
that have to car pool and organize thelr
children for so many days in a row.

“To bo a good dancer, it takes eight
years of study and that means every
day,” Lascu stressed,

Last year, 16 of Lascu’s 200 students
were accepted to exclusive summer
ballet programs including American
Ballet Theatre, the New York City Bal-
let and the San Francisco Ballet. This
year, three of those 16 students were
accepted for a second time,

At the Birmingham locatlon, there 13
one large studlo and one smaller one.

divided his studenta into six
dlfferent class levels,

“It Is ideal like it was in Romania to
dlvide it Into cight, but that was an im-
possibllity here,” he zald,

There are Jess than 20 people per
class as a rule. Isabelle Vilensky, a re-
cent Immigrant frem Russta, plays pl-
ano for all class levels,

LASCU'S teaching philosophy 1a that

“both technique and feeling go togeth-
er.” These two traits are parallel and
necessary in classical ballet, In the
Unlled States, there [s a tendency to
perfect technlque and do something
marvelous exclusively for applause, he

sald.

An affinity with music and move-
ment I8 something Lascu has nurtured
from a young age. He was the only
member of hia family Involved in the

ance master finds new home for his art.

Detroit City Dance Company, and coor
dinator of Marygrove's Summer Arts
Program, said “He's bringlng culture to
the elty.” :

Because of Lascu’s strong reputation
for classical ballet and well-tralned
dancers, Detroit Ls now a city that blg
name dancers will visit to teach
workshops and to appear with local
companles or in solo presentations.

“Normally, people of this callber are

to small T col-

arts. But, he knows he a musi-
cal gift from his father, He remembers
watching his father dance and sway to
music at weddings.

Lascu was also tralned as a clasaical
musiclan, He knows how to work with
conductors and how to read and ar-
range musical scores, both essential
skills for a choreographer and director,

In just a few short and *happy”
years, Lascu has changed the face of
classical ballet In Detroit. Qnce ao un-
known Romanlan defector, Lascu is
now a well-known Instructor. His
school draws students from all over the
country and the world, Many arrange
1o take clagses with him when they are

tn town.
JUDITH Molina, ballet mistress of

not

leges,” she added. *If Michigan had a
good classical ballet company, the
talented people wouldn't run away
from Detroit like they usually do.”

In any case, the most réspected and
prestigious companies are offeriog
both contracts and scholarships to Las-
cu's students.

I dou't have any big plans,” Lascu
sald when asked about his future,

As ballet master and resident chore-
ographer for Dance Detroit, Fiint Bal-
let Theatre and Marygrove College,
Lascu has enough jobs to keep him

busy.

“My dream is that Michigan onc day
might have a good professional classl-
cal ballet company.”

WHILE the small famlly was estab-
lishing itself o Detrolt, Lascu's
brother-in-law wrote a resume for Las-
cu, outlinlng his impressive career in
Romanta,

From the age of 15, Lascu studied
classical ballet and character and folk-
lore dance with such Romanian mas-
ters as Dumitrescu, Romanolski, and
Danofski of the Romanian Opera in Bu-

was very nice to hlm. His brother-ln-
law would attend Interviews with him
and act as a transiatos, Lascu’s Engllsh
13 stlil shaky,

Lascu eventually lelt his job with the
tailor and began teaching classical bal-
let methods for the Harblnger Compa-

ny.

yM the first under his

directlon, ?cruuen hrvm the then-
4 ity o

ey, b

MAGNIFIGENT COUNTRY ESTATE HOME nestled on ten acres of roll~
Ing, wooded tersaln In Motamora, This homeo has boen bullt in tho

highast of

with oxact
rominiscent of the Georglan perlod, Largo open rooms with high cell-
Ings, 3 firoptaces, modern kltchen, 5 bodrooms and 5% baths. Boautl-
ful woodwork and plaster detall thyoughout, (ncluding top quality w:n-

detalling throughout,

tea Include a well n-

dows with marblo silts. Extra

MARGE HENRY REALTOR

ground pool, attached 3 car garago.with asphalt clrcle drive, hilltop
sotting with oxpansive view of grounds, mature pinos and flowers.
Zoned for horses with added advantage of hunt club within walking
distance, Qwnor Is sorlous. Financing avallable. $245,500

CALL 878-2448

hT

SPECTACULAR WdODED 8ITE
C In

L4 ¥
Franklin. Formal dining, library, up-
dates. Inground heated pool, skylight-
od cathodral ceilings. Can have one
horse. 626-9100 $229,600
T SR 9

R

644-1070 Oakland County
591-0900 Wayne County
352-3222 Rochester/ Avon

change things.

Americun
Red Croas

.

. -

LOCATIN,

out the home.

trom 149,

—Chelsea Place—

LOCATION!!

We have already sold 25% of the new
homes to be bulit. Our cholcest of loca-
tlons [n Troy could be the reason, Then
again, it could be our Ins!stence on quall-
ty materials and workmanship through-

_Ranchn.-nd Colonlals

———

LOCATION,

sicke & Krue

‘Benel
Development Corporation

641-7709

642-8686

8PACIOUS ONE OWNER Colonial In
park-tike sefting of Farmington Hills.
Largo kitchen with matching appli-
ances, first floor laundry, formal din-
Ing, patlo, neutral' decor. 628-8100

TWO DECKS PLUS lovely terraced
landscaping to Union Luko. Living

ry Engl arm House built in 1832
includes barn and large, hoated In-
ground pool. Great Room, 4 bed-
rooms, 3 baths and apartment., 626-
il

3 Merriil Lynch Realty

FABULOUS CONTEMPORARY with
Upper Straits Lake privileges. Jacuzzl
in master bedroom, ceramic foyer,
Great Room leads to spacious deck.
Custom kltchen with ocak flooring.
Much more. 851-8100 $214,500

UPPER STRAITS LAKE privileges with
this charming country Ranch on cor-
nor treed lot. Includes fireplaced liv-
ing room, formaj.dining, family room.
Weost Bloomfield schools. 851-8100
$119,000

CRISR LA

OUTSTANDING CLASSIC TUDOR in

popular Colony Park West, profes-
di d and d

3,000 ;q. ft., ceramic inyar, crown
el et b wit

welght roam. 628-9100 $169,900

¥

WALK TO DOWNTOWN Farmington
from this new custom built Ranch on
, heavily treed lot. Lovely

room, dining and kit
lake. Brick fireplace, snack bar, walk-

il!chm with pantry, energy efficlant
tiraplace. Walk-out to deck. Bassment

In cedar closet, 851-8100 $104,800

SHARP CONTEMPORARY QUAD-
LEVEL on large private treed lot close
to and F

4 bedrooms, patio, porch,
room. Nice landscaping, atlic
626-9100 $75,800

tamlty

ENJOY WATKING LAKE privileges

628-9100 $117,500

cou Y KITCHEN Is fs:

customn bullt colonlal otfering earth-
tone carpet, fresh decor, recessod
lighting, c‘?’n&trnl ale, good terms!

NEARLY 5 ACRES accents nicely up-
dated Miltord Cape Cod. Driftstone
fireptace in Jiving voom, formal dining,
library and family room. Property
fenced for horses, Potentlal [n-law
sulte. 626-9100 $84,900

MULTI-LEVEL DECKING accents this
maintenance free Colonial on nicely
landscaped lot. Formal dining, family
room, and many extras. 851-8100
$84,900

T

U : i} 5y
Spacious ranch on treed fot otfers 3-4
b tan,

with lovely brick Ranch
treed lot. Fireplaces, covered patio
with barbeque, marbie sills. Garage
with workroom. Close to recreational
tacilities, 851-8100 900,500

BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD HILLS

1520 N. Woodwamd
At§ong Laka id

647-5100

646-6000

= OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 A M.-8 P.M.. SATURDAY 9 AM..5 P.M.

FARMINGTON HILLS

3 d rec room, fire-
place. Custom Inground pool, patio.

626-9100 $87,900

TROY
KLIN
31000 Northweslern
A113 M R

626-9100

5017 Rochester Rd
) Lang Lake g

689-8900

ROCHESTER

1000
AIn Muadowtiroon Piazat i one Fine R

651-8850

S8HARP 3 or 4 bedroom tri-leve! with
updates. New roof, ceramic kitchen,
bath and carpeting. Fireplaced tamily
room and deck overiooking yard.
Farmington Schools. 628-9100 $74,900

WEST BLOOMFIELD
W Universily 4716 Dtehard Lake Ry

851-8100

OPEN SUNDAYS

i




